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e a particular Account of his Birth, 
Education, Slavery, Monaſtic State, Tak 3 
priſonment in the Inquiſition at Rome, _ 

and the different Figures he has ſince 
made, as well in Tah, as in England, 
France and Holland 


Written by Himſelf, juſt before his Deceafe 
The Whole being a Series of the moſt diverting 


| Hiftory, and ſurprizing Events ever yet made 
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TT was not the itch of being 
dubb'd- an author, that in- 
duced me to an — 
moſt material Fun | 

< my life. Thoſe who — 
* known me in Italy by the 
name of Colli, and in France 

and Holland by that of Rozelli, or Lucius 
Axor, will, 1 dare ſay, do me the juſtice 
to believe me capable of nobler and more 
row exerciſes, than that of v—__ the 
A 2 hiſtory __ 


147 
Hhiſtory of my own life, A man, whoſe 


truth might receive ſome prejudice, and 
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profeſſion has ever been the moſtſublime. 
ſciences, can't / be thought to reliſh works 
of this nature; and my readers may aſſure 
themſelves, 1 ge Bika it for a maxim, 
Not to divert poſterity at the expence 


of my own crimes.” For, beſides that the 


pride which men take in ſuch trifles, is very 
ridiculous, and unworthy a man of ſenſe, 
the public, to whom they ſo generouſſy 


preſent a catalogue of their good and ill ac- 
tions, are mighty capricious and ſevere in 
judging of thoſe of other men, and gene- 


rally condemn the writers of the lives of 


gentlemen, as ſo many cheats, who unjuſt] 


charge perſons of worth and honour wit 

their own enormities; or, as wretches pro- 
vok'd, by a ſenſe of their misfortunes, to 
rail at all thoſe, who they pretend, have 
been the principal occaſion thereof. . 
... Theſe conſiderations always gave me the 
greateſt averſion for ſuch an undertaking ; 


and I ſhould certainly have perſiſted in my 


reſolution, never thus to expoſe myſelf, had 


1 * not à perſon, who is no ſtranger to the 
7 chief adventures of 18 frankly told 


me, one day, that if 1 would not oblige 


the world with a recital of em, he would 


try what he could do: but the apprehen- 
lions this * me, that in ſuch a caſe, the 


* 


that 


” Wow ROZE FEI 5 
that in r 10 misfortunes, their 
cauſe might be dillembled; and the cireum- 
ſtances mangled, ſoon chanp'd my ſenti- 
ment; wherefore I determio'd to ſet pen to 
paper, and to endeavour, by a faithful re- 
. of the ſad diſaſters that have befallen 
me, to convince all the world, how much 
it concerns them. to behave themſelves diſ- 
ereetly and prudently in their ſeveral ſta- 
ions. | | Ke 
Jam deſcended, on the father's fide, of 

one of the nobleſt families of Naples, as 
having given ſeyeral cardinalstothe church, 
and two great maſters to the religion ß 
Malta. My birth was a myftery, in which 
love had the only ſhare, My mother was 
a Grecian beauty, enſlay'd with u ſultaneſs, 
formerly lbrahim's favourite, and mother ß 
the late grand ſignor Muſtapha ; who, in 
2 pilgrimage to Mecca, was intercepted by 
the gallies of Malta, on board of which my 
father then commanded in the quality of 
lieutenant, As the zeal with which the 
gentlemen of the order of Maltha are fir'd, 
tranſports them beyond the rules of order 
and reſpect, my father was one of the firſt 
that boarded the ſhip which carry'd that il- 
luſtrious pilgrim ; and the ſhrieks of the la- 
dies in the captain's cabbin ſoon drew him 
thither, with ſome other officers, who left 
the deck crowded with moors and 3 
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Nor ſooner did they behold the beauties of 
their new captives, than their martial fire 
abated, and pity fill'd their breaſts. Having 
- therefore, given the neceſſary orders in the 
ſhip, and remov'd the ſultaneſs, with her 
women, and ſome eunuchs to wait on her, 
aboard their Capitana, they ſet ſail for Mal- 
ta, where they arriv'd, with their prize, 
to days after. This is all I have been able 
co learn of the hiſtory, which does, in ſome 
manner, give birth to my own. For, my 
father, who was as gallant a gentleman as 
any of his time, having fix'd his eye on a 
=> young Grecian, who had been wounded in 
' nd abs ſweetneſs of her features, and 
the tenderneſs of her complaints, made him 
* ſo careful of her, during che voyage, that 
it was plain he was no longer maſter of his 
heart. * an 115 
I ſhall not here relate all the particulars 
of an intrigue that was known all over Na-, 
ples and Sicily, where the chevalier was 
then extremely belov'd, his genius and po- 
liteneſs being a ſtandard for all the young 
WE: cf nn ot thoſe kingdoms, the famous 
= Mizrini, one of the greateſt poets that ever 
Italy could boaſt of, addreſsd him in 
ö Caſk of his amorous yerſes; and there was 
not a lady in the viceroy's court, but had 
torm'd ſome deſign of gaining the admira- 
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tion of ſo accompliſh'd a perſon as the che- - 


valier, my father, was. "IS ; 
But Zebina, the Grecian ſlave, of whom 
he had made a preſent to his old miſtreſs the 
counteſs of P——, had ſo great a ſhare in 


his thoughts, that he ſlighted all theadvan- 
ces made to him by others of the fair ſex, 
upon ſeveral occaſions. *Tis true, I ought ul 
not. to amuſe my readers with the account 
of his tragical life; bit I cannot forBear 
touching upon my father's adventures, which! 
are an introduction to my own and beſides, © 
it may not be amiſs to give you the particu- - 
| lars of an amour, of which I am the fruit, 
| — which bears ſo ſtrict a relation to myx «4? 
life. y 19. AGO 2 
Zeiebina was admir'd by the counteſs of * 3 
P-—, for her excellent beauty, her refind > 
wit,. and her judgment too great for her ten- 
der years: but ſuch were her ſentiments of 
our religion, that all attempts prov'd unſu- 
ceſsful, to reconcile her to the chriſtian 
faith. She ſaid, ſhe felt a paſlitn that 
ſtrongly opposdiit; and that it would have 
been much eaſier to convert her in Conſtan- 
tinople, than in Naples, where people talk d 
ſo contrary to what they believ- O0. 
This reſervedneſs of the ſlave, made her 
cenſure every the leaſt diverſion of her mi- 
ſtreſz, who thinking to gain her over by 
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a particular reſpeCt for the chevalier CO, 


I beir intrigue was ſo well manag'd, that 
it took not the leaſt air; but, till Zebina's 
coming, the lovers had enjoy d 


ling or jealouſy to diſturb their felicty, 
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dould be done in the houſe, that might 


give offence to Zebina. Of which when 
the counteſs of P was ſpeaking, one day. 
to the chevalier, he took upon him to de - 


ſire her not to preſs Zebina as to that article; 


and upon her coming into the room where 
he was, he betray'd ſome diſorder : Zebina 
alſo ſhew'd an emotion that was not at all a- 


: joe to the counteſs; who could not for- 


ar telling the chevalier, before he went. 


that ſhe had obſery'd his concern. | 


The counteſs of P 's was one of the 
greateſt families of Naples, but had fo de- 


cay d, that the counteſs, when ſcarce 20 


years of age, was oblig'd for intereſt, to 
marry the count of P , of 70; who was 
very rich, and an intimate friend of the 
chevalier C——'s. But his age was of ſo 
much the more dangerous conſequence, in 
that, before her marriage, the counteſs had 


which ſhe continu'd after ity Nor was he 
leſs pleas'd with her, than ſhe with him; 
and yet the old count little thought he was 
2 = ſuch a fool of by his lady and his 
lend. | q 


the utmoſt 
of their wiſhes, withouteither the leaſt jang: 
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TINY.” Signor ROE EL LI. 
But it is moſt certain, that no man is al. 
ways happy. The counteſs who loy'd the 
chevalier very paſſionately, was aware of his 
inconſtancy, when he little thought of ber 
jealouly ; and would often make the ſlaye 
come into her apartment with the cheva- 
lier, on purpoſe to obſerve the emotion of 
the one, and confuſion of the other: Uling, 
now and then, out of ſpite, the dangerous 
roof of leaving em alone, to liſten. what 
they ſaid, and be an eye-witnels of their 
diſorder. But, at laſt, being refolved to 
put the matter beyond all doubt, ſhe took 
the following method to ſatisfy herſelf of 
the inconſtancy of her gallant. 
One day, when the vice-roy made an en- 
be tertainment for the ladies, the counteſs pre- 
> trends herſelf f{ick ; and, being put to bed. 
orders her women to leave her alone, and - 
ſay ſhe was gone to court. Zebina and the 
chevalier, who knew nothing of the coun- 
teſs's feint, but thought ſhe was far enough 
oft, reſolv'd, for their part, not to lofe fo 
fair an opportunity of enjoying each other 
a few minutes. I am not writing a romance, 
and fo ſhall not pretend to tell you the pa- 
ſionate expreilions of the two moſt amorous 
lovers that ever defery'd the name. All 
that I could learn of the perſon that brought 
me up, is, That I was the end of that in- 
teryiew ; and that, from that time, Zebina 
| By ne ver 
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with the chevalter. The counteſs, who had 
been almoſt a witneſs of their union, would 
not complain to her gallant of his 1ncon- 
ſtancy, by reaſon ſhe knew his fiery temper 
yas ripe for enterprize; and ſtill pretended 


* fo much kindneſs to her ſlave, that ſhe could 


not part with her out of her ſight. Zebina 
knew all her affairs, except thoſe of her 
heart; and the cheyalier viſited the counteſs 
as often as ever, but was never able to get a 
moment of Zebina's company. tors 
The counteſs reſolving to be even with 
lhe loyers, and-finding her jealouſy increaſe 
as faſt as the chevalier's paſſion for her 
cool'd, ftudy'd means to ruin 'em both, 
without the expence of her honour, which 
was the only thing ſhe valued. The Italians 
are cautious, and dangerous in their deſigns 
of revenge, and can hide their reſentment 


| .» beyond death itſelf; as you may lee by 


what befel the chevalier. 

The counteſs was ſeized with a kind of 
melancholy, which ſo alter'd her, that one 
could ſcarce know her again. Her ſpouſe, 


- Who perfectly doated on her, endeavour'd 
all he could to divert her, and fetch her out 


of her drooping condition; but all in vain. 
Neither the buffoonry of merry- andrews 
(which is very much admir'd in Italy) nor 


the moſt exquiſite remedies of the beſt phy- 


licians, 
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Signer ROZ ELLIL mn 
ficians prevail'd. She became a rſtanger to 
joy, and pined away ia ſuch a manner, that 
her decay was viſible. All the ſervants in 
the houſe lamented her, and there's ne er a 
ſaint in paradiſe but was pray'd to for the 
life and health of ſo lovely Pm But 
all-in vain! The time of her departure was 
come; her ſtrength was waſted; and ſhe 
now perceived, when *twas too late, that 
ſhe had abandoned herſelf too much to her 
paſſion, or been too reſolute in cancealing 
it. But before ſhe expir'd, the count, who, 
as I ſaid before, loved her even to madness, 
came and made her the moſt tender and o- 
bliging proteſtations of his concern. He 
ave her liberty ta do what ſhe would to 
Rave her life; and offered, a hundred times 
over, to lay down his own, if he could but 
thereby prolong her days. The -counteſs 
liſtened to all theſe exaggerations, but was 


tunes than for her husbgnd's grief. She de- 
ſired nothing but to parley a few moments 
with the cheyalier, before ſhe died ; Where- 
fore, pretending ſhe wanted reſt, ſhe deſired 
to be left alone with Zebina, whom ſhe or- 
dered to acquaint the cheyalier with her 
condition, So 
The chevalier, not having yet loſt all 
ſenſe of his former love for the counteſs, to 
whom he had been ſo much obliged, wag 
ex- 


more concerned for the cauſe of her mĩisfor- 
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12 The LILIF Y 
extremely concerned to hear of her illneſs, 
and made all the haſte he could to her apart 
ment; where he was no ſooner arrived, but 
the miſcrable condition to which the coun- 
teſs was reduced, made him ſay a thouſand 
pretty things to her, even tho Zebina, wha 
was then paſt making reflections, was pre- 
ſent. The counteſs liſten'd to him a long 
while, without making him any anſwer ; 
but, at laſt, fixing her eyes wiſhfully upon 
him, Ceaſe, chevalier, (ſays ſhe, in a lan · 
guiſhing tone) I am dying; and you are 
the cauſe of my death! At that very mo- 
ment they came to tell my lady, that the 
count was bringing one of her relations, and 
the cardinal archbiſhop of Naples, to ſee 
her : Whereupon ſhe / Pao Zebina to go 
and meet the company, while ſhe ſecured 
her honour, by contriving the chevalier's 
eſcape. No ſooner, therefore, was Zebina 
gone out of the room, but the counteſs in- 
treated the chevalier not to take it amiſs, 
but to get into a great cheſt that ſtood by 
her bes fide, and there lie ſtill. The che- 
valier readily obeyed; and the very moment 
that the company left the room, the coun- 
teſs bid Zebina lock the cheſt, and give her 
the key. Zebina, being abſent when the 
chevalier hid himſelf, preſently ſuppoſed, 
finding he did not appear, that the counteſs 
F - had conveyed him out of window, * 
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Signor ROZ EL L I. 
help of a rope- ladder, which ſhe kept for 
ſuch occalions in her cloſet; and ſhe was 
confirmed in this opinion by the counteſs's 
recommending to her, with an air of confi- 
derce, to take care of the chevalier's life; 
aſſuring her, ſhe ſhould die 5 if 
ſhe would but promiſe to adminiſter all the 
comfort ſhe could to the chevalier, who, 1 
believe, ſaid ſhe, will hardly ſurvive my 
death. The poor ſlave was drown'd in tears 
at ſuch expreſſions, and- made her no other 
anſwer than by a filence, which any but a 
rival would haye taken for a mark of the 
deepeſt ſorrow. But the counteſs knew too 
well what had paſs'd between the two lovers; 
and that which would have afforded her 
comfort at another time, help'd now to 
8 weaken her; ſo that her diftemper increas'd 
more and more upon her, and ſhe fell into 
a ſwoon. Hereupon her women skreaming 
out, alarmed the whole family, who ran to 
her apartment, to know what was the mat 
ter. Thither alſo the old count hurry'd, in 
the greateſt diſorder imaginable, and ſaid 
and did enough to excite compaſſion in thoſe 
chat were about him, all the while embra- 
We cing his lady,, whom he believed to be dead. 
But at laſt, coming to herſelf again, ſhe de- 
fired her ſpouſe to order every one to quit 
the room, which done, ſhe thus ſpoke to 
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te My Lord, the hour is now come that 


we muſt part, and he that made me nappy 2 
3 


In joining us, Is pleaſed to take me hen 


and ſend me to wait for you in the other 


world. I feel that I am not many moments 


from that terrible time; and ſo, recom- 
mending our daughter to your eſpecial care, 


I deſire you tothink now and then of a wife 
who thought 1t her ſole happineſs to love 
and pleaſe you. I have but one favour ta 
ask of you; and therefore hope you will, 
by granting it, let me go to the grave with 

content.” ? | 
The afflited count, as ſoon as his tears 
would permit him, aſſured her, that ſhe 
might demand what ſhe would; that her 
will ſhould be ſacred to him; and, that 
whatever ſhe deſired, ſhould be punctually 
performed.“ Tis enough, anſwer'd ſhe, 
and I an content to die: Your generous pro- 
teſtation ſoftens, in ſome meaſure, the part- 
ing with ſo dear a husband! Then—l have 
put, ſaid ſhe, with a very low yoice, into 
the great cheſt that-ſtands here by the bed- 
ſide, a few trifles which I don't care ſhould 
be ſeen; werefore I entreat you, 'my lord, 
that as ſoon as I am dead, you'd pleaſe to 
order my coffin to be nail'd upon that cheſt, 
without opening it, and ſo bury both toge- 
ther in the ſame grave. I ſhould lay no 
ſtreſs, my lord, added ſhe, on the promiſes 
2 e 1 | n A Fs >. * 
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| Signor R O Z ELI I. 
of any other ſpouſe but you, but depart in 


and uprightneſs of your heart, above theſe 
fen years.” Immediately after, the unfor- 
tunate counteſs fell into an agony, and ex- 
expir'd about two o'clock in the morning, 
in Zebina's arms. I ſhall but juſt touch up- 
on the grief which ſeiz'd the whole family 
upon the loſs of ſo amiable a perſon. The 


all that ſaw it; and people might judge of 


che count's love, by the prodigious charge 


ZW which be was at, to honour the memory 
of his deceaſed lady. The funeral, at which 
23 l the perſons of diſtinction that were in 
own, and a numerons train of clergy aſſiſt- 

ed, proceeded to the great brothers, or cor- 
Naeliers, which is the P—-s burying place, 
Yad the corps was depoſited in the church a- 
Hout ten o'clock at night, but not laid in the 
ault, by reaſon every body retir d to aſſiſt 
t che ſervice upon that ſolemn occaſion; it 
Peing the Italians cuſtom, never to bury 


Felebration of the holy myſteries. 


er concern for the counteſs's death, thought 


her 
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ain for the curioſity ſo natural to all man- 
kind: But I know your punctuality too 
well, and have experienced the goodneſs 


funeral pomp was a fight which ſurprized 


heir dead before the next morning after the 
Zebina being by this time recover'd of 


Wot nothing but the chevalier, who did not 
make his appearance, Her great belly made 
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her deſperate; and ſhe reſolv'd to get out 
of the count's houſe, for fear of being diſ- 
grac'd, if her crime ſhould be diſcover'd. 
She emplay'd ſeveral perſons to get news of 
her gallant; but in vain : the chevalier C. 
was not to be heard of; and this put her in- 
to a dreadful conſternation ! but, as lovers 
wits are rey in better tune than indif- 
ferent perfons, Zebina began to reflect upon 
the ſteps her lady had taken, the grounds of 
her melancholy, and eſpecially the laft 
actions of her life, and at laſt concluded ſhe 
had loſt her gallant. | | 
She was confirm'd in this opinion, when 
ſhe obſerv'd the great cheſt, of which her 
lady had call'd for the key, was gone ; and 
fancy'd, that either out of revenge or ex- 
ceſs of love, the counteſs had caus'd the che- 
valier to be bury'd with her. She made no 
more ado, therefore ; but tho? it was very 
late, ſtole out of the houſe, croſs'd the 
town, and arriving at the convent where the 
corps had been carried that evening, call'd 
to the porter, and told him, that ſhe muſt 
ſpeak with the ſexton about ſome bulineſs of 
prone importance, which would admit of no 
oſs of time. As ſoon as the ſexton appear'd, 
Zebina peeping upon him from under her 
* mantle, which perfectly hid her, and which 
1s a great faſhion among the women of Na- 
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ples; father, ſaid ſhe, 1 am come to truſt 


you 
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with the greateſt ſecret in the world ; but 
you muſt be diſcreet and pru 'ent ; ſhew me 
the way to your church, and ſee that we 
be there alone: the affair which I am going 
to communicate to you, requires no witneſs ; 
time's. precious, and every momentwe loſe, 
ſhortens the days of the moſt accompliſh'd 


and amiable r in the world. The - 


ſexton amaz'd at this kind of language, knew 
not what to think on't ; but being prevail'd 
upon by Zebina's importunity, he —_— 
her into the convent, unſeen by any body ; 
and having conducted her into the church, 
was ſurpriz'd to ſee her run to the counteſs 
of P.—- s coffin, and call the cheyalier C. 
But if you Had ſeen the fright he was in, 
when he heard one anſwer from the bottom 
of that coffin, with a faint voice, which 
was but juſt audible ! the friar took it to be 
the counteſs's ſoul, complaining of the dif- 


turbance they had given its aſhes. For 


God's ſake, let's go, ſaid he, — 
for fear a judgment. overtake our rathneſs: 
let us leave the dead to themſelves, poor 
ſouls, and get away as faſt as we can. Ah 
father! ery'd the unfortunate Zebina, I'd 
rather undergo a thouſand deaths, than a- 
bandon my enterprize: The chevalier C— 
ts ſhut up in this cheſt: His dying voice 


makes me tremble for his life: Help me, 
therefore, dear father, and let us uleall en- 
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pedition to get him out. Vou ſhall be well 
rewarded for your trouble, and robody 
ſhall ever know what paſſes between you 
and me. The ſexton, moved by the tears 
of ſo lovely a perſon, and the hopes of re- 
compence together, ran to fetch the tools 
neceſſary to open the cheſt ; which when he 

had effected, Zebina found her lover in ſo 
dangerous a condition, that ſhe could not 
ſuſtain herſelf,, but fainted away. Howe- 
ver, as ſtrength and vigilance were ex-reme- 
ly neceſſary for her in that place, her fit 
was but ſhort; and going to help the che- 
valier, whom they had taken out of the 
cheſt, and laid on the floor, to give him 
breath, ſhe ſound the air had overcome him, 
and that he was quite dead. They try'd all 
the ways they could to fetch him; bur all 
in vain, and Zebina was loaded with de- 
ſpair; ſo that the beſt ſhe' and the ſexton 
could do, was to put the chevalier's corps 
into the cheſt again, and pray for the repoſe 

of his ſoul. Stab f 
Zebina was ſeiz'd with ſo great and ſen- 
ſible a ſorrow, that ſhe begg'd of the ſexton 
not to forſake her. Ah; dear father, ſaid 
the, Carry me into ſome by- part of your 

houſe; for day approaches, and if I ſhould 

be ſeen to go out of this place, it might 

bring you into trouble: It will. be much 
eaſier for you to get me away in the even- 

bt ing 


ſome information concerning me: ] have ſo 


myſelf great help and comfort from your 


occaſion to rejoice, that you did not deny 
me this favour.” n 

How powerful are the ſighs and tears of 
a lovely woman! and what heart of flint 
can refuſe to aſſiſt one that deſcribes her af- 
fliction with a thouſand charms and graces! 


The good father granted all ſhe deſired; 


which he expoſed himſelf, if it ſhould have 
been known that he had brought a girl into 
the monaſtery, and he reſolved to cancel, 


all he could to relieve Zebina, For this 


in which nothing but old ornaments of the 
altars, and the wood and wine for the veſtry 


feeling herſelf preſsd by the pains of child- 
birth, as ſoon as her ſighs and tears would 
permit her, ſhe ſaid, with a voice faultring 
with trouble and confuſion, ** Dear father, 


can no longer ſurvive 
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ing, than now. Belides, I want to Tue vou 


much confidence in you, that I promiſe. 


good advice; and you may, hereafter, have 


and notwithſtanding the extreme hazard to 


for once, the ties of his duty, and to do 


purpoſe he conducted her into a by-place, 


were kept. Zebina was no ſooner ſat down 
but ſhe gave the reins to her paſſion; and 


I am dying, and feel very perfectly, that! 

ij de dos I have fuſ- 
tained, The cheyalier C—— is dead! Ta 
what purpoſe ſhould I live? The pore - 
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fant that is now ſtruggling to leave my 
womb, will one day learn of you, that he 
* ſtole the life of the fineſt man in the world; 
and that his mother, though of a religion 
contrary to the chriſtians, had nothing elſe 
of baſe, but her misfortunes and her ſlave- 
ry. If he lives, let him know too, I con- 
jure you, the pains I have endured fox him; 
Jef he ſhould live, and not know how much 
he has coſt me.” , 5 
The diſorder and confuſion this put the 
or ſexton in, is inexpreſſible] He found 
imſelf obliged to do the office of a mid- 
wife, and alone, without help or experience, 
between a woman in agonies, and a little 
infant that would certainly cry out, as ſoon 
as *twas born. * 
Under theſe unhappy circumſtances he 
thought he ſhould have died himſelf with 
confuſion. But men have generally quicker 
wits than the fair ſex, and know ſooner how 
to get rid of a bad bargain, The ſexton 
therefore, conſidering that it was not now 
time to be fearful, and to dally with the 
matter, ran to a brother-in-law of his, who 
Was a ſurgeon in the town, and defir'd him 
to extricate him out of the greateſt dangers 
he ever knew in his life. They made all 
poſfible haſte back to Zebina; but before 
they came, ſhe had loſt ſo much blood, that 
the was ſpeechleſs ; and the little _— 
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lay ſprawling upon his unfortunate mother“ 
mantle, was ſo hoarſe, that they could 
ſcarce hear him cry. The ſexton and his 
brother uſed all poſſible endeayonr to revive 
both thoſe unhappy objects; and having 
brought the infant to himſelf, by holding 
him to the fire, and the application of fome 
liquors, he no ſooner opened his eyes, but he 
held out his little hand towards the ſexton's 
neck, who kept warming him upon his 
| knees, while the ſurgeon was taking care of 
his mother: whereupon they nam'd him 
Colli, which ſignifies tender and careſſing. 
And here begins my hiſtory. 


The former Part of my Life. | | 


Am the unfortunate Colli, whoſe con- 

ception colt my father his life, and who 

in coming uito the world, tore my un- 
happy mother in pieces; as if heaven had 
dated my misfortunes from the very ſource 
of my being. I beg the readers pardon for 
the faults they may find in this book; for 
beſides that I am Al of grief and trouble 
at the writing of it, I publifh it in French, 
which I don't pretend to underſtand ſo well 
as Italian; and ſo have been obliged to 
make uſe of a tranſlation. They will not 
find all places alike diverting ; becauſe tis 
impoſſible for a tranſlation to come up 1 
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the original for life and ſpirit; eſpecially, | 4 
where the two languages are ſo different in 
their manner of relating matters of fact. 
But I have ſtuck cloſe to the truth, without 
ſhamming it any place; neither regarding 
the cenſures of the world, nor fearing the 
. eccleſiaſtical or ſecular, that have 

en concerned in my adventures. All that 
I propoſe to myſelt, by writing in this man- 
ner, is, Firſt, To teach men, by my ex- 
ample, never to depend on the promiſes of 
great perſonages; and, Second, To ſatisfy, 
in ſome meaſure, a little itch of revenge, 
upon ſome certain perſons, of whom one 
dare not ſpeak the truth, but in ſuch a place 
as this, where men are free; for, in all the 
| other countries that I have been in, I found 
of that the people were ſlaves either to flatte- 

1 ry, or to their religion. „ 

| The ſurgeon who aſſiſted me at my birth, 
having wrapt me up in ſome clouts, which 
his brother gave him, endeavour'd to re- 
ſtoreè my mother to life; but with ſo bad 
> ſucceſs, that, after all the applications his 
art ſuggeſted to him upon ſuch occaſions, he 

told the ſexton, they muſt een ory the 
dead body; for, that if they ſhould diſco- 
yer ſuch an accident, it might bring them 

both into danger. Having, therefore, fet 
their heads together, they reſolved to dig 
8 graye in the ſame place, where there * 
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a heap of vine-twigs. Accordingly, bav- 
ing bury'd the unhappy Zebina, they fill'd 
up the grave again with the vine-twigs, 
clean'd the p'ace, and took ſuch precauti- 
ons, that nobody ever knew any thing of 
the matter. 

At nine of the clock, when the proceſ- 
ſion ſor the counteſs arriv'd at the church, 
and eyery body was intent upon che fight, 
the ſurgeon took me under his cloak, and 
carry'd me home, without the leaſt notice 
taken of him in the ſtreets. His wife gave 
me but a cold reception at firſt; being jea- 
lous, as ſhe afterwards confeſs'd, that it was 
a by-blow of her husbands ; and ſhe would 
by no means be reconcil'd to- me, till the 
ſurgeon aſſur'd her, I was a child of quali- 
ty; that his brother the cordelier (who was 
the ſexton) help'd him to me, from a cer- 
tain prince in town ; that it was a ſecret of 
conſcience for his brother, and a ſecret of 
diſcretion for them ; and, that his brother, 
deſir'd her to take a particular care of me, 
to nurſe me herſelf, and to love me as her 
own child. The wife eaſily believ'd all that 
her husband had faid; and having a 1 
ter of her own but three months old, the 
found me ſo quiet and void of the frow- 
ardneſs ſo natural to infants of my age, 
that her own little girl was, in a manner 
negleCted, for the love of me. The ſame 
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clouts ſerv'd us both :# we were kept alike. 
Clean; and ſhe made no difference between 
us, but in her tenderneſs, of which ſhe be- 
ſtow'd much the greater ſhare on me. The 
father cordelier never miſs'd a day to come 
and ſce me, would often weep when he em- 
braced me; and I remember, one day, when 
when I was about four or five years old, ob- 
ſerving him to let fall ſome tears, as he was 
careſſing me, I ask'd him if I had hurt him? 
to which he anſwer'd, ſqueezing me harder 
than ordinary, that truly I had made him 
more afraid than hurt; but now, ſays he, 
my fear is paſt, and 1 love you extremely, 
yon little rogue. I did not apprehend any 
thing of that, myſterious anſwer ; but cry- 
ing, told my mother, (for ſo I call'd my 
nurſe) that ſhe made me very ugly, ſince my 
uncle ſaid, I frighted him. 

The good woman at that fell a laughing ; 
and being acquainted with the ſecret of my 
birth, told me, my uncle loy*d'me very well, 
and that I muſt love him as well; that Imuſt 
obey him as a father; that I ſhould know, 
one day, how much I was oblig'd to him; 
and, that it ſignify'd nothing to talk to me 


of things that ſurpaſsd my age. Tho” I 
heard all this, without any reflection, of 
of which I was not then capable, yet I have 
often thought, ſince, of that good lady's 
words ; eſpecially her telling me, when = 
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faw me at play with her little daugh ter 


whom I took for my ſiſter, that ſhe would 


one day, ſee us two marry*d: and certainly, 


if the dear Roſalia (for that was the ſurge- 


on's daughters name) had been fortunate, 
and her parents had not been expos'd to the 


e e e had never kn6wn half | 


the miſery I have endur'd, but had furel 
marry'd that girl, whom alone 1 lov'd from 


my very infancy, LEE 8 
I muſt not omit relating here the ſur 


prizing effects of a paſſion, which reignsin 


perſons at any age. The experience I have 
had ever ſince J was five years old, won't per- 
mit me to doubt, but one may love, almoſt 
from the cradle; and that is for want of the 


knowledge they have, or ought to have, of | 


the lov'd object, that people love no ſoofier. 
am ſure, I could ſcarce call Rofalia, be- 
fore I lov'd her better than I could call her. 


I was ſo complaiſant to her, that in all our 


little diverſions, ſhe muſt have the up er 
hand: I was inconſolable when her mot 


chid her ; and once, when ſhe "the was 
whipp'd for throwing me down, F'was fo © 


dull, that *twas impoſſible for ſignora Maria 
(my dear nurſe's name) to make me eat any 
thing, or take a wink of ſleep all night, 
The next day I had a fever, which continu- 
ed three or four days with chat violence, 
that they began to deſpair of my life. 
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Whereupon, the moſt eminent phyſicians  Þ} 
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being conſulted. about the means proper to 
be taken ſor my recovery, a moderate purge 


was agreed on, to put my ſpirits in motion; 
but I was ſeiz'd with ſuch a drowſineſs, that 


che deſigns of my bene factors had certainly 


» 


proy'd abortive, had not ſignora Maria's 
tenderneſs inſpir'd her with the thought of 
applying the remedy by the hands of little 
Rofalia, to whom they gave it, and inſtruct- 
ed her what to ſay, to induce me to take it. 
In a word, her voice'rouz'd me from my le- 
thargy, aud, without a moment's reſiſtance, 

obey'd her, and ſwallow'd the pill, that 
none but ſhe could perſuade me to take. 
dis affair ſeemed to ſurprize all that 
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were then preſent, who knew not what to 
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think of ſuch an extraordinary adventure. 
However, Roſalia never leaving me, I got 


well again in a very little time. She had a- 


bundance of wit, and ſaid ſo many pertty 
things ſo pert, that I was never well, but 
hen I was with her. One time being with 
her in the country, where I-was ſent for the 
air; after recovering that fit of ſickneſs; as 
we were walking in a grove, where we uſed 
to divert ourſelves, Roſa. ia happen d to tread 
upon a ſnake, which ſoon wound itſelf a- 


bout the poor girl's foot, and ſqueeꝛ d it fo 


hard, N he fainted! away, and left me al- 
molt fighted to death. Without being able 
to conſider ce danger, 1 zook hold of che 


\ * 
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ſnake, and pull ing him, with all my ſtrength, 
from Roſalia's foot, had like to have been 
choaked by him; for the montter, percelv- 
ing himſelf pull'd, with that violence, from 


his prey, leap'd upon my ſhoulder, and 
wound himſelf ſo hard about my neck, that 


had not a gardener, who was at work in the 
garden, and heard us cry out at the begin- 
ning of the fray, come ſeaſonably to our aſ- 
fi4ance, I had certainly bern throttled. But 


he kill'd the ſnake, and carried us both into 
the houſe ; where our mother, who was then 


alone, had like to have ſwoon'd, as ſoon as 
ſhe ſaw what a ſad condition we were in. 


Roſalia's foot was ſwell'd, and my neck 


was black and blue, and twice as big as it 
mould be. My eyes Were very much ſwell'd, 


and but for the application of treacle and o- 


ther antidotes, with which our country - hou · 


ſes are always provided, againſt ſuch occa - « 
fions, which are very common in Italy, we 
had gone near · to have been ſuffocated with 


the poiſon. | „ ee WIIUOD 5 
- ' This accident. made my mother keep ſo 


- watchful an eye over me ever after; that ſhe 


would never ſuffer me to be out of her:(ight ; 


ſo that 1 found her affection for me v 
troubleſome and inconvenient, and began 
grow melancholy, becauſe I could not play 
with Roſalia. It is almoſt incredible, that 
at fix years of age, I was ſo much in love 
—_— 8 
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with chat little girl, that it was impoſſible 
for me to mind any thing that conduced to 
my education. However, as it ſeem'd ve 
oddito my parents, as it ſerv'd ſometimes, 
to divert them too. For when they found, 
thet I could not be brought to learn any 
thing, Roſalia was inſtructed to tell me, 
that ſhe would like me the better ſor being a 
ſcholat; becauſe I ſhould then know how ta 
write love-letters to her. But as I could not 
be brought to read and write by any other 
argument, than that of pleaſing my little 
miſtreſs, I was afterwards ſo eager, that [ 
. defired-my maſterto teach me faſter, that 1 
might not Joſe my love. 


. 


And indeed, nothing was wanting to give 
me a good education. Signor Carlocio was 
very rich, and having but that daugbter, 
deſignd to make me heir of all he had, by 
marrying ber. He found I had excellent. 
natural parts, and an admiral aptneſs for 
the ſciences; and had therefore pitch'd upon 
a young Roman abbot to be my tutor. 
who was very learned in human letters, but 
a meer novice in the rules of good breeding. | 
Tbis gentleman's ill temper ſoon made me 
ate him to ſuch a degree, that I could not © 1 
rbear, one oat 6 my hatred; 


for Which he going to correct me, I told him, 

he ought to give me another kind of leſſon Ft 

chan chat of anger and revenge, and that 1 
th % wh g 2 1 my 
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my friends had given me a pattern wich! 
would not follow. He, ſuppoſing I had 
been taught to ſay thus, us d me, ever after, 
with abundanee of tenderneſs; and porceiv- 
ing me to be mild and good-natur'd, re- 
ſolv'd to try what gentle methods would do 
with me; in which, no doubt, he bad ſuc- 
ceeded, to his reputation, if an affair had 
not happen'd, that depriv'd him of his 

liberty. | 

I can't forbear acquainting you, in this 
place, with the ſentiments of 45 Pedants ta 
whom parents generally commit the educa- 
tion of their ſons. They are, for the moſt 
part, perſons of no merit, who, pacing 
to an extraardinary. knack at the liberal 
ſciences, and 2 ſeraped together a 
competent number of phraſes and ridiculous 
ee look upon themſelves as the 

eſt perſons in the world, to form the 
minds and behaviour of young perſons; 
whereas, far from ſowing in their hearts the 
ſeed of virtue, and quelling the paſliong 
of youth, tis often found, that they are the 
firſt that prepare indifferent minds for all 
manner of wickedneſs, and conſequently 
lead em into: the worſt misfortunes. - The 
avarice or indulgence of parents is | 
ther unaccountable for the defects we ſee in 
the education of youth; and this is a cor- 
ruption of ſeveral ages ſtanding. Nr 
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who liv'd in old Rome, made frequent com- 
plaints, that ten Siſterſes were given to Criſ- 
pin the cook, and but five to Quintilian. 

The abbot Betubino, my maſter, was 
much fitter for a man of war, than a man 
of letters; ſo proud and conceited, that he 
would yield to no man; bold even to raſh- 


_ nels; and ſo ſilly in his enterprizes, that he 


deſerv'd:to be .condemn'd to the gallies, for 
being concerned in a conſpiracy againſt the 
viceroy ; of which the beſt account 1 have 
ſince been able to learn, is as follows. 

The duke de ——, having run out his 
whole eftate during his embaſſy at Rome, 
came to Naples, with a full deſign ta en- 
rich himſelf there; and to that purpoſe, 
augmented the taxes of the kingdom by one 


balf, immediately after his arrival. 'Tho' | 
. hat unhappy people have been us'd, for 
_ fome ages, to a very heavy yoke; yet the 


cruel extortion and 1njuftice that was every 
where committed, made em begin to com- 
plain, and to form cabals in the Cabarets 
nere they gave themſelves the liberty to 
exclaim publicly againſt the government 
then in being. Theſe cabals continued 
for ſome months undiſcover'd; till, at laſt, 
a fellow that was the very riff- raff of the 
people, (as Maſaniello formerly) had the 
impudence to make himſelf head of the 


party; and then form'd the extrzvagant de- 
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ſi 1, of i makio himſelf king of Na les; 
The people who axe naturally fond of go 
velcy, and ha ve not half the ſenfe of Elop's 


| als, were forward enough to aſſiſt the re- 
bels; and it was thought, that France had 
; a hand in that bold enterprize; as ſhe for- 
5 woll had in the time of the Guiſes. In a 
. word, che "ny was in the greateſt diſordet 
by for three or four months, and its inhabi- 
5 tants divided into ſeveral faction. But 


the ring leader being taken, with ſome of 
bis accomplices, the infamous death, they 
, were put to, quieted the malecontents far 
\. i ſome time; who nevertheleſs, deſign'd to 
, cake the firſt opportunity to ſhake off the 
* Spanith yoke, 5 | F 4 22 KS Ts 
T As ſoon as the inſ urreQion was quell'd; 
* the viceroy re: urn d into the city; and this 
e uas a little before Eaſter. Now you mult, 
'y know the cuſtom of the Neapolitans, is to 

make a proceſſion every holy thurſday, at 
ts which che principal noble men are wont to. 
to bear the ſeveral myſteries of the paſſion; 
nt and eyery nobleman that bas one of thoſe, 
ed myſteries, is accompany'd by as many, 
& people as he can poſſihly get together. 
he Fach of theſe, again, is obliged to find 


he black penitencial ſack, and a taper made of 
he black wax; and to each myſtery there are 
twelve diſciplines, ot ſcourges, with which 
they cut and lafh their ſhoulders. Their 
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habits are white, but ute cover'd with 
the blood that runs down from their ſhould- 
ers. A muſick, made up of ſeveral: dole- 
fal inſtruments, accompanies this proceſ- 
ſion; which is ſometimes com pos'd of three 
or four thouſand men, including the ſoldiers 
of the-garriſon that are employ'd to carry 
flambeaux. The rendezvous is at the Cor- 
deliers, from whence they proceed to the 
cathedral. in the greateſt order and mag- 
nificence. The whole gity 1s illuminated, 
that evening with wax candles; and the 
ladies, who: can't be ſeen at a window, ano- 
ther time, without cenſure, then appear 
there publickly, in the richeſt dreſſes; tho 
tis a common notion, that they expect that 
day, to receive public demonſtrations of 
the love of their gallants; and that thoſe 
diſciplinarians, being diſtinguiſſid by co- 
loured ribbons tied to their diſciplines, uſe 
to halt under the balcony where they ſee 
any of their miſtreſſes, and give themſelves 
x hundred laſhes as a mark of the violence 
of their paſſion. ' This cruel feaſt, which 

was introduced into Naples * the Spa- 
.. niards, was always very pleaſing to the 
| propre: who are great admirers of a ſhew 

of diſcipline among them; but it was not 
at all agreeable'to the gentry till of late; 
when not only they are corrupted, but the 
nobility too alli at, and take a pride in, that 
odd ceremony. 
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The viceroy, he like a true Spaniard, 
had a mind to he people marks of his 
profound CatholiGfm, was pleaſed to carry 
the crucifix, himſelt, which was the laſt of 
the holy myſteries of the paſſion. His 
retinue was very numerous, and rather too 
gaudy for a ſeaſon ſet apart for repentance 
and mortification. And the three caſtles 
were almoſt exhauſted of their flambe.ux. 
This, therefore, was the opportunity pitched 


upon, by the remainder of the rebels, to 


put all the offi-ers. and diſarm'd ſoldiers. to 
the ſword, to ſeize the caſtles, and, by that 
means, poſſeſs themſelves of the city. And 
the affair was upon the point of being 
executed with wonderful ſucceſs; when a 
certain Cordelier made a kind of miraculous 
diſcovery ; as you ſhail hear. = 64 

Tis the cuſtom of all the Italians, to beg 
conſecrated eggs, about Eaſter, of perſons 
of their acquaintance. Now the monks be- 
ing willing to come in for a ſnack, as well 
as other men, on holy thurſday morning a 
lay-brother went into the houle of an inti- 
mate friend of his, (which he us'd to fre- 
quent, and was always yery welcome) and, 
as uſual, ask'd the woman of the houſe for 
the conſecrated eggs; which ſhe gave him, 
Going out, he met the husband, who ask'd 


him, whether he had receiv'd the eaſter - 


eggs? And he anſwer'd, yes. Then fas 
EY | E his 
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His friend, with a ſurlytane, La patrona 
87 


a dato a voſtra paternit vo; vi daro 
braiole, nanzi finiſca la notte: my wife 
has given you eggs; i“ take care to ſupply 
von with a grillade, before the night is 
paſt. The fryar took no great notice of 
theſe words, but went back directly to his 
convert, and having found out the ſuperior, 
gave him an account of his begging, and, 
without any deſign, repeated the anſwer, 
which his friend had made him. The ſu- 
perior, being a perſon of a much better wit 
and judgment, than his lay-brother, could 
not paſs the expreſſion, without making 
ſome reflexion thereon; and while he was 
Walking about the cloiſter, conſidering of 
it, a meſſenger came to tell him, that the 
viceroy was at church, and deſir'd to be 
confeſs'd. My countrymen are naturally 
very ſuſpicious, and perpetually upon 
their guard, with reſpect to the Spaniards ; 
whom they have experienced to be 
freacherous and tricking, often enough to 
make them diſtruſtful. The ſuperior pre- 
ſently imagin'd, that his lay brother was a 
bait laid for him; and when he approach'd 
the viceroy, who waited for his confeſſing 
Yi your excellency, ſays he, in a fright- 
ful tone, will pardon me, it I don't hear 
your conſellion to day. An affair of the 
laſt importance, which regards your per- 
8 44 F . _ on 
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| fon, and for know, threatens the 


whole ſtate, makes me ſo uneaſy, that I 
give no reſt to Mid. Brother ſuch a- one 
came to me, and told me fo and ſo.— 
The air and tone with which the burgher 
ſpoke it, preſage ſome ill deſiga; where - 
fore 1 Cefire your excellency to ſecure him. 
The buſineſs is of vaſt conſequence; and 
delays, in ſuch caſes, often prove dange- 
rous. p 
The depoſitions of the lay-brother being 
heard, the viceroy's guards were immedi- 
ately ſent to ſeize the burgher; who was 
no ſooner put to the rack; but he diſcover'd 
the conſpiracy, and named a great many 
perſons engaged therein. My tutor was 
alſo one of that unfortunate number; and 
he had been broke upon the wheel, as ſeve- 
'ral others were, had it not been for the in- 
ſtances of Signor Carlocio, who made 
friends, (and particularly the count of P. . 
who had lately made him his ſurgeon) and 


got Betubino only condemn'd to the gallies, 


uring life. There I happen'd to lee the 
poor abbot, Tome time after, very unex- 
pectedly. One day, I went to ſee a Turk 
play tricks of legerdemain, in which, I am 


perſuaded the devil had a great ſhare. But 


what ſurpriz d me more than all the reſt, 
was, that having thrown a 77 given 
him by 22 who ha 
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| it, and t) 'd a bit of bo it, into the 
ſ a; he commarded a8 wooden figure, 
or hocus-pocus, to goand fetch the piſtole 
for ſupper; with orders, not to return with- 
out the fame piece of money. Thereupon, 
he threw the figure, which had à piece of 
thread 70 to it, into the water, and drew 
out the ſame again, with the piſtole in his 
band. But for this trick, in which he out- 
did all the jugg ers of Naples, where there 
are abund nce of dextrous fellows at it, be 
was put in the priſon o! the inquiſition, and 
never ſeen afterwards. Going therefore, one 
day, with ſome of my friends, on board the 
gallies, out of curioſity, ta ſee if the Turks 
was got out of the inquificion, who ſhould 
call to me, but my old maſter, the abbot 
Betubino? who gave me a particular ac- 
count of the deplorable ſtate to which he 
was reduced. Being ten or twelve years 
old, 1 was then much more capable of im- 
preſſion, than when he and] were parted'; 
and the relation of his misfortunes. was the 
beſt leſſon he had ever taught me in his 
Tife. I had then ſuch a contempt of the » 
world, and ſuch a deſire to leave ii, and 
retire where I might be ſhelter'd from the 
"diſmal calamities men meet. with therein, 
that I went to a Cordelier, and told him, 
how much I was inclin'd to a- monaſtic 
life. Thereupon, the 'Cordelier preſented 
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ould not-take N my word. He only 
told me, that I muſt pray to god for grace 
| firſt, and not think ſuch a vocation to be 
the work of a moment, but the excerciſe of 
ſeveral years. He-order*d me to ſtudy hard, 
and to be devout,that God might line 

2, and make me reſolve what to do. I his 
alter'd the caſe quite; and ſo my delign of 
becoming a monk was laid ade, with as 
much eaie as before it had been taken 


up. 

Fei ſtill but a "child, my friends re- 
ſolv'd, after the diſcovery of the plot, and 
the reſtoring of peace in the city, not to 
take another maſter for me inta the houle; 
but a learned clergyman, that was my un- 
cle's particular friend, came twice a-day, 
to inſtruct me in my ſtudies. By this means, 
I ſo far maſter'd the Latin tongue, in leſs 


than a year's time, that at twelve years of 


age I could explain my author, tho never 
ſo intricate. In a word, my genius was ſe- 
conded by the zeal and = of that pious 
and ingenious prieſt; who exercis'd me in 
ſpeaking; and, to give me the boldneſs ſo 
neceſſary for an orator, would often make 
e declaim in public. Living juſt by the 
Cordelier's church, I generally made my 
declamations therein; and thither\people 
crowdegl to ſee me from all parts of the ci- 
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ty. They put me e babit of the or- 
cer, and then being led in a pulpit, I 
there preſented the auditory with. a piece 
of eloquence which I did not underſtand ; 
but by the cleanneſs of my expreſſion, and 
the excellency of my voice, I came off ſo 
well, that all the principal noblemen in 
the city ſent their coaches to bring me home 
fo their palaces, to declaim before the la- 
1 | 
It happen'd, that as I was thus exerciſing 
my talent, one trinity-ſunday, my oration 
occaſion'd the diſcovery of the whole in- 
trigue between the chevalier C-— and the 
counteſs of P.. After having prov'd 
the being of a God, I was inſtructing my 
auditory, how to fear and worſhip 
The good prieſt, who had compos'd that 
piece, had given it fan excellent turn, and 
drawn inferences of ſuch ſound morals, up- 
on that ſubject, that my ſpeech very much 
affected the hearts of my hearers, who 
ſaid it was miraculous, that one of my 
years ſhould be capable of making ſuch 
impreſſions upon their minds. The princeſ 
C. .. „ the chevalier C.. . 's mother, was 
reſent in that aſſembly; and as ſhe might! 
ly lov'd her ſon, of whom ſhe had not nov 
heard a word for thirteen or fourteen years, 
ſhe kept a perfect idea of him in ber mind 
Having, therefore, look d upon me, ſom: 
wo : tIm 
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time, with an . e e attention, ſhe 
found that | exactly reſembled him, both 
in my air, and the features of my face; 
inſomuch that ſhe was very much ſtartled, 


tion, came to me,and ask'd me, my name 2 
Who, was my father? and, whether | was 
a Neapolitan ? or what other part of Italy 
| was born in? To all which, and many 
more queſtions, I anſwer'd her to the bet 
of my Knowledge. My age, which was 
the exact time of the Chevalier's being loſt, 
together with my perfect likeneſs to him, 


* increas'd her curioſity and ſuſpicion. She 
my told the old count of P... that ſhe ſhould 
im. be glad to know my parents, and ask'd him 


hath vÞether he knew em? The count, being 
very willing to oblige her, deſired his lady 
up- {tay in her place, while he ſent for the 
ſurgeon, to enquire about. my original. 
Signor Carlocio being then at his country- 
yho J nts Dl 
houſe at Puzzuolo, his wife, Signora Maria, 


w' was order*d to come herſelf, As foon as 
ceßll he had entred the count's apartment, ſhe 
was 948 ask'd, in an imperious tone, Who, were 
ati. Colli's parents, and how long ſhe had nurs'd 


him? The poor woman made em ſeveral 
equi vocating anſwers ; but contradicted her 
ſelf ſometimes ſaying, ſhe was my mother; 
lometimes, thre I was a little adventurer, 
with whom the had been entruſted. This 
2 | raiſed 
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raiſed the princelg& ſuſpicion to ſuch a 
height, that ſhe pray*d_the count to ſeize 
Signora Maria and her husband, to the 
end that ſhe might hear what became of 
the chevalier C—, her Son. 

Accordingly, Signor Carlocio was no 
ſooner returned from his country-houſe, but 
he found the Sbirri upon his bick. The 
Shirri are the grand provoſt's archers. Fe 
was carry'd to one of the city-priſons, and 
had ſcarce been ask'd a queſtion, before they 
accuſed him of having murdered the che- 
valier C——, and aſliſted in Zebina's el- 
cape from her ſlavery with the counteſs of 
P... This ſthunder-clap came ſo unex- 
pectedly, that it quite ſtunn'd him; and 
not being provided with a poſitive anſwer, 
but ſtanding like one amazed, and in the 


greateſt confuſion, BY told him, he muſt 


either confeſs the truth, or expect to be 
tortured in the moſt exquiſite manner. 
Thereupon, he demanded time to confider 


of the anſwer he ſhould make; and after 


they had given him two hours, to recover 
from his 28 he deſired to be alone with 
the parties concerned, to whom he declared 
the whole myſtery. a. 

Madam, ſays he, addreſſing himſelf to 
the princeſs C— ; In vain do you ſeek 
after your ſon. He is dead, and bury'd in 
the ſame vault with the counteſs of * 
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And you, ſir, (to the comt) who deſire to 
hear of Zebina, I can only inform you of 
her death. She was bury'd the ſame-day 
with the counteſs, your lady; a day! fatal 
to ſo many and ſo great perſons! à day on 
which the ſun ought never more to diſpenſe 
his rays! in that an action wascommitted 
thereon, which poſterity will have much 
ado; to believe! As for me and my wife, 
we are no ways chargeable with erimes of 
ſo deep a dye; but danger and charity drew 
us into theſe misfortunes. + The little Colli, 
Rom you ſaw in your palace, and who is 
ſo much admir'd by the whole city, is the * 
unhappy, ſuhject of the crime you lay tomy 4 
charge. Colli, the charming Colli, who *' i 
ſeems to be made for no other end than to |! 
be loy'd, and to gain the admiration of all 4 
that hear him ! That Colli, I ſay, is the 
ſon of the chevalier C-— and Zebina ; and 
that's all I know of the matter. My wife 
can tell you no more ; but father Angelodi 
Napoli, the Cordelier, can give you a bet- 
ter account. 7 1 

Father Angelo, the Cordelier, whom I 
call'd uncle, was gone to aſſiſt at a provin- 
cial chapter of the fryars of his order. which 
0 was aſſembletl in the province of B:filicaz 
and there he receiy'd the firſt advice, by one 
n of his friends, of what had happen'd to ſig- 
nor Carlocio and his * The good father 


© * wa 


4 * 9 p p - 4 

0 . — - 
” - 

: * * 

1 * bo 9 

* 
1 
* 


not. knowing ub to do, nor how to be- 
have himſelf in an affair e of that niceneſe, 
and in which the lives and honours of ſome 
great perſons were concern'd, went to ask 
advice of one of his friends, who having an 
intereſt with the viceroy, gave him letters 
of recommendation to his excellency, with 


Which he was coming towards Naples, fully 
1 of the viceroy"s protect ion; but fall 


ing into the hands of the Banditti by the 
way, they robb'd and murder'd him and his 
fellow-traveller, and bury'd 'em under a 
tree. Mean while, rhe provincial had ſent 
word to father Angelo, that he muſt come 
to him at Naples, as ſoon as poſſibly he 
could, about affairs of great conſequence : 
Wherefore, when nofather Angeloappear'd, 
it was concluded, that, to avoid: pumtſh- 


ment, he was-fled from juſtice ; and hue and 


cries were ſent after him on all hides; but to 
no purpoſe.” That charge and trouble was 
thrown away. And thus ſignor Carlotio 


and his wife Taw themfelves de priv'd of the 


only man that could clear them, and give 
*em the repoſe again Which they had Jolt 
for the two months chat they hay been de⸗ 
tain d i in priſon. Nothithiſtandirg all the 

precaution that Was us d to keep 11s affair 


Jecret, it was ſoon 4 0 by all 3 
told almoſt 15 mar Aer Wer 
there were tongues ta te it. Mean 
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certain perſons were appointed to go to 


the Cordeliers church, and there, opening 
the vault in which the cougteſs of P——*s 
corps had been depoſited, examine the inſide 


of the great cheſt, where they found the re- 
licts of the chevalier C-— ; which were 
known by his croſs, and a ring on which 


his name and Zebina's were engrav'd in a 


cypher. Upon this ſpectacle, they knew 


hot how to form a right judgment; but it 
was generally ſuppos'd that the count had 
murdered him out of jealouſy, becauſe he 
us'd to viſit the. counteſs, his lady, when 
he was alive. Hereupon, the viceroy, be- 
ing no friend to the count of P—-, by 
reaſon ſeveral of his relations had join'd the 
rebels, and following the maxims of the 
Spaniards, who hate any thing that would 
leſſen the grandenr of their monarchy, or- 
der'd the count to be comgnitted to caſtle St 
Elmo, there to remain, till his innocence 
ſhould appear. Theſe orders were readily 
executed ; and it was hardly ever known, 
that ſo many innocent perſons run the ha- 


zard of their lives, as 1 did. 
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While other people ſuffer'd, in this man- 


ner, upon my account, the princeſs C— 
had conceiv'd fo great a tenderneſs for me, 
that ſhe {ent me to Rome, in order to m 


being brought up there like a child of dif- 
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be Romiſh ſeminary, That place is one of 
= the fineſt nurſeries, tor youth, in Europe; 
nnd moſt of the princes of Germany, and 


1 
. x = 


Jates of the church of Rome, are indebted, 
for their education, to the famous college. 
The Jeſuits have the ſole direction thereof; 
and there“ is not a ſeminary in the world, 


that obſerves ſuch an excellent order, both 
in regard to their behaviour, and for their 
manner of inſtruction. I was fourteen years 
of age, when I was admitted among them; 
and the perſons I belong'd to, made-figure 
enough for their recommendation to do me 
a great kindneſs. The conſtable . CO, 
who had been my father's intimate friend, 
and to whom the princeſs had given a par- 
ticular charge of me, gave me all poſlible 
demonſtrations of his good-will, and com- 
marded one of his ſons; who was in the 
ſame ſeminary, to ſtrike a cloſe friendſhi 
with me. The young prince readily obey'd, 
and would do any 2175 to oblige me. As 
l had made a greater progreſs in my ſtudies, 
| than he, he did me the honour to confide 
in me, and made me tell him my ſentiments 
concerning his duty. He was ſq model, 
and had ſo great a Gegre to learn, that in all 
aur conver ations, he ask'd me ſeveral wel- 
tions, which, at my age, I could not ri 
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almoſt all the cardinals and eminent pre- 


wherein ſo many ſtudems are maintain'd, 


. ——— 
6 ”"Y 1 6 4 N * > p 2 . 
ata 3 4 9 . 
1 1 * - » LY 
r 1 
: , . 


Signor RO Z EILLI. 45 
him, and this being obſery*d by our tutor, jhe 
took ſo much pains. with us two, that we 
were enyy'd by the whole college; explain- 


ing to us all the difficulties of logic, which 
was then our ſtudy. It may ſeem odd, that 


* — 


I boaſt, that ſo tender an age, I knew things 


that required a maturer judgment ; but my 


readers may aſſure themſelves, that I exag- - 


erate nothing in this hiſtory, and that, 
[Gee I was full nineteen years of age, I had 
gone through all the Theological Theſes, 


t was upon this occaſion, that I gave ſuch, 


a proof of my prodigious memory, by an- 

ſwering toall the pale they could ask me 
relating to the holy ſcriptures ; when moſt 
of the auditory fancy d, that it was impoſ- 
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ſible to be done without ſome ſupernatural 


aſſiſtance. This affair coming to the Pope's 
ear, his holineſs ſent for me, and having 


read about half a page out of the iſt book 


of Kings to me, I repeated ir, word for 
word, to the pontiff, without the leaſt heſi- 
tation, juſt as if I before-hand had got it 
by heart. Thereupon, his bolinefs 

pleas'd, as a particular mark of his eſteem, 
do order me a purple habit, and himſelf 
preſented me with a caſſock of the ſame 
colour, which was the firſt I had ever worn. 
He exhorted me, to dedicate myſelf to God's 
ſervide, aſſur'd me, the church was a good 
mother, who had treaſures and crowns for 
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ſuch of her children, as made it their buſi. 
- neſs to honour and ſerve her; and concluded, 
that he wiſh'd he might live % ſec what uſe 
I ſhould make of the precious talents, which 
it had pleas'd God to beſtow upon me, to 
the end he might ſay to me, like the houſe- 
holder in the goſpel, Euge, ſerve, bone, 
& fidelis; Well dane, good and faithful 
ſervant, „„„CC%§² TS 
Vou will eaſily imagine, that after having 
receiy'd ſo much honour, I could not be 
very humble; and the vanity I had at that 
time, redoubled the envy and jealouſy of 
ſuch as were enemies to my glory; inſo- 
much that they could not bear. me in the 
college. Nevertheleſs, I remain'd there, 
five years, without loſing the friendſhip of 
the principals : and tho young prince Alex- } 
ander, and I paſquin'd 'em many a time, 
not ſparing our maſter's themſelves; yet 
none were more belov'd than we were, who 
had got the art of pleaſing our friends. 
| Pfeil you what a trick I play'd e' m one 
day. *Tis the cuſtom of ſeveral communi- 
ties in Rome, to build oratories; that is, af. 
ter the diverſions of the carnaval, which is 
© ſpent in maſquerading, and acting the mer- 
kileſt comedies they have, they taking a por- 
tion of holy ſcripture, and ſet it to mu 
and three days in every week, duri "g Lent, 
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of the community, made ule of this 


den ROLZ-E LC LL 47 
the fineſt maſters in Rome, in an aſſembly 
of all the ſtudents and brethren of what fra+ 
ternity ſoever. The muſick being ended, 
and the hall, where it was, rendered quite 
dark, by the windows being ſtopt up, diſ- 
ciplines are brought in, and the friars fall 
a laſhing their bare ſhoulders, as if they 
were bewitched. But as ſoon as ever the 
ſuperior has made the ſignal, away they 
tun, every one about his buſineſs, without 
ſtaying for the 2 ; and holy water being 
placed near the door for that purpoſe, they 
croſs themſelves there with from their fore- 
heads to the tip of their chins. In our 
country, we are great obſervers of all man- 
ner of trifles, and thoſe are the only things 
we dont neglect. © 54 Wal 
One evening, when our oyerſeer had 
vexed us, I reſolved to be revenged on him; 
and, for that purpoſe, having provided my- 
ſelf with a ſpunge, while nothing was to 
be heard but the horrid noiſe of the diſci- 
plines, and the wretched voices of thoſe 
that ſung Miſerere, I placed myſelf near 
the baſon of holy water, and having emp- 
tied it by the help of my ſpunge, I poured 
in its om, a viol of water, the nature of 
which was, to blacket in an hours time, 
any place moiſten'd with it. All the ſtu- 
dents of the ſeminary, and all the fathers 
er. 
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48 The LIFE © 
and ſo did I as well as the reſt. But juft 


= 
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as we own to ſupper, the croſſes began 


to Appeir plainer and plainer in all our 


faces; and *tis impoſſible to tell you, tl e 


conſternation every one ſeem'd to be in. In 
ſhort, the prodigy alarm'd the whole ſemi- 


minary, the fathers themſelves not except- 


ed, and, from the higheſt to. the: loweſt of 
us, we all look'd like masks. No body 
could tell what to make of ſuch an adven- 
ture; and it was not till aſter ſeveral pray- 


ers and exorciſms had been laid over every 
one of us, that they perceived the devil 
had no hand in the comedy, and that the 


water which had ſo daubed our faces, was 
nothing but a · little vitriol diſtill'd with a 


few drugs, which a chymiſt, that lived 


over-againſt the ſeminary, had given me, 
to play the rogue with my companions, 
And rather than not be revenged of the 
overſeer, who had affronted me, I choſe'to 


exerciſe my talent on the whole commu- 


nity. However, notwithſtanding all the 
methods made uſe of to diſcover the author 


of this piece of malice, as well by threats 
as intreaties, I was only ſuſpected, but 
never accuſed thereof. And ſo we were 
all obliged to ſtay within, for three or 
four days together, and not ſtir out of the 
Houſe, upon account of our black faces. 
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But this was not the only trick I put upon 
my fellow-col!egers; for I could ſcarce let 
a day paſs, without ſome new touch, - that 
either mortify'd me, or occalion'd com- 
plaints againſt me; inſomuch that, at laſ}, 
they wrote to acquaint the princeſs Co. 
that they muſt c'en turn me out, if I conti- 
nued to put the ſeminary into diſorder, b 
my raillery; and ſhe wrote back to the 
conſtable C, who came and ſchool'd 
me very handſomely. I proteſted to him, 
that I knew nothing of the holy- water, and 
that as for my verſes, they concerned none 
but my companions. However, told him, 


I would be more reſerved for the future, 


and defired him to procure me, therefore, 
the reconciliation of the princeſs C 
This I ſoon found he had done with a wit- 
neſs; for about a week after, my penſion for 
idle expences was increas'd. 1 
Mean time, I took all opportunities of 
improving myſelf; ſo that, in a ſhort time, 
nothing came amiſs to me: The moſt pro- 


found ſciences ſeem'd eaſy; and I never 
went over any difficulty the ſecond time, 


without conquering it. And this made my 
maſters the mere willing to bear with my 
imperfections, becauſe they thought them- 


[elves the chief cauſe of the progreſs I made 
in my ſtudies; which, indeed, had alone 
induced 'em to preſent me to the Pope. 
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50 Th E TFE of 
For I am ſure, if his holineſs had ask'd 
em, whether they deſigned the glory, or 
their own praiſe, in ſo doing, they would 
have been puzzled to have return'd the pon- 
tiff a true anſwer. | 
At laſt, after J had been at Rem? ſix 
years, and made conſiderable advances in 
learning, advice was ſent me from Naples, 
that the pri:ceſs C was dead, and that 
the count of P—, who had been confined 
in caſtle St. Elmo ever ſince, was ſet at li- 
berty, upon a kind of miraculous proof of 
his innocence. Tho' I was ſtill but young, 
I had already got a great many acquain- 
tance; my ſtudies had enabled me to make 
reflexions; and now it was, that I firſt be- 
gan to preſage my misfortunes that after- 
= wards befel me. The princeſs C had 
= left me nothing to live on. Signor Carlocio 
B and his wife were both dead, of ſtench and 
miſery, in che priſon, where they had been 
bl detained ever ſince they were firſt taken up. 
My dear fiſter Roſalia was clapt up in a 
. conſervatory, or monaſtery for the daugb- 
ters of parents that had forfeited their eſ- 
tates. And in this deſtitute condition from 
abroad, the fathers of the ſociety, who re- 
- member my unlucky tricks, without ya- 
== Hluing my wit a ruſh, came to me, and 
4 knowing there was no body left to take my 
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4 returning to Naples, and that it was highly 


| neceſſary I ſhould ſet out, forthwith, to 

look after my concerns there; and, above 

all, to provide my ſelf with a guardian 
that would take care of me, 

I his was a bitter pill indeed! Pope Ine 
nocent X. my good friend, was juſt dead. 
The conſtable C had taken his ſon out 
of the ſeminary ; and tho' I danc'd atten- 
dance at the conſtable's houſe twenty times, 


I could not light on him at home. Aban- 


doned thus, what could 1 do? or, whither 
could I go? In ſhort, 1 ſhould have given 
myſelf up to the deepeſt deſpair, had not 
the good providence of God, which carried 
me through all my cala ities, mſent me a 
benefactor, juſt in the nick of time, who 
_ afforded ſome relief to my miſerable condp 
tion. | 


Going, one day, to ſee for the conſtable J 


C——, and the ſervants telling me as uſual, 
that he was not at home, I went into the 
church of the holy apoſtles, which joins 
to the conſtable's palace; and there, as ſoon 
as prayers were over, fell aſſeep. I forgot 
to tell you, that I was come out of the ſe- 
minary, had very little money, and the 
goods of a ſcholar, EF body 

ides, the Jews, who 
pon fuch diſmal occaſt- 
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. taking the advantage of a man's neceſſity, 
| do deſpiſe whatſoever one ofters them, an 
thereby obliging you to beg and pray em 
to pick your pocket. Thus, I ſay, reduc'd 
to beggar y, o'erwhelm'd with ſorrow and 
miſery, and not knowing what to do in ſo 
forlorn and deplorable condition, 1 fell 
aſleep. It was about two of the clock, and 
I had fat my ſelf down in a confeſſion- chair, 
where no body could ſee me: But ſcarce 
was [ or to ſleep, before I dreamt a horrid 
 frightful dream, which made me cry out 
fo loud, that I alarm'd the fryars that were 
meditating in the choir, after compline. 
That dream made too great an impreſ- 
fion on me, ever .to be forgot as long as I 
live. Methought, Il was juſt before the 
church of the conventual fathers at Naples, 
where my father and mother are buty'd, 
and there play ing with my ſiſter Roſalia, as 
T uſ:d to do, father Angelo, my dear un- 
cle, that had one fo many. kindneſſes, came 
to me all bloody, and his face cover'd with 
duſt, and with a diſmal air and voice, bid 
me follow him. At firſt, I did not care 
to obey him, but threatning me, with. a 
_ grim and terrible look, I went, with him, 
into the cloiſter, and bid Rofalia adieu! in 
a tender and languifhing tone. 1 had no 
ſooner entered the cboiffer. but the friar 
conducted me to the fide of the veſtry, and 
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leading me into a by-apartment, he ordered 


me to take away the wood and dirt that 
lay in one corner of the room. I had na 
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ſooner done fo, but, methought a woman, 


of majeſtick ſize, roſe out ot the ground, 
and looking upon me with an air of pride 
and tenderneſs, told me, with a figh, that I 


pitied my deſtiny ! | was about to ſpeak, 
and ask the lady, why beaven was ſo angry 


guage ſo obſcure and barbarous, that it was 
impoſſible for me to underſtand her, and 


| law a proper man coming in, with a ver 

young lady, and was ſo pale and disfigured, 
that death itſelf could not be more terrible 
to the fight. That ſpirit fixed her eyes 
upon me, and taking me by the hand, wrote 
I know not what character, which did not 
appear, but which I felt far above ten 
years after, till it was explained to me by 
a famous cahaliſt at Venice, to whom I 
gave a deſcription of my pain. But, to 


red ſignor Carlocio and his wife, who, 
aving embraced me a long while, bid me 
lee my country, unleſs I had a mind to un- 
dergo the ſame fate as my unhappy P - 
rents had done. They told me, the Che- 
ater whom I ſaw there, was my w— 
rag —_ 
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might well make complaints, and that ſne 
with me? when ſhe ſpoke to me, in a, lan- 


beckening to me to look towards the door, 


proceed, —— After theſe e en- 
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and the princeſs C—'s ſon, who had been 
my benefatrix; that the woman that had 
ſpoke to me in a very obſcure tongue, had 
loſt her life in bringing me into the world, 
and that all theſe misfortunes had been oc- 
caſioned by the monſter that came in with 
my father. This made me very deſirous 
to learn ſomething more of my origine, of 
which ! had never known any thing before, 
and ſtepping up, therefore, to ſignor Car- 
locio, to embrace him, I begged of him 
not to forſake me, but take me along with 
him. Thereupon, there was ſuch a dread- 
ful noiſe, preſently, in the chamber, that 
I thought the whole convent was coming 
down about my ears, Hereupon I wak'd; 
but whilſt I was yet between ſleeping and 
waking, I roar'd out in ſuch a manner, as 
I ſaid before, that the monks, who were 
1 meditating in the choir, came running to 
1 me in a maze, they thought I was poſſeſſed 
1 with an evil ſpirit, by my making ſo many 
faces and grimaces. They fell to queſtion- 
ing me, immediately, who I was, and 
what I did there? but I made them no o- 
ther anſwer than my tears and ſighs, Which 
were ſo hearty, that the father-ſuperior of 
the convent, who was a good man, and 
ordered them to carry me into 4 chamber, 
| and put me to bed. ch hd 
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Signor ROZELLI 35 
His orders were readily obey'd; and all 
he while I was carrying away and undreſ- 
ing, I ſpoke never a word. The truth is, 
| was 3 ſtunn'd; and my dream, 
and faſting together, had got fo faſt hold of 
y ſpirits, that I looked as innocent as a 
hild of a year old, and was thought by 
he fryars to be ſo in good earneſt. But 
o ſooner bad I recovered from my fright, 
and ſet my mind a little at reſt again, but 
melted into tears, and deltr'd one of the 
monks, that ſtaid with me, to let me ſpeak 
o the ſuperior. My defire was immedi- 
ately granted, and the venerable father 
eing come into my chamber, with a ſmi- 
ing countenance, that had joy and comfort 
N it, G | 
Ah, reverend father, ſays I to him, the 
iberty I have taken in ſending for you hi- 
her, may ſeem ſtrange to you, and Lam 
forry for it; but if you will pleaſe to hear 
me a little, 1 ſhall convince you, that I 
am not beſide myſelf, and that Il am wor- 
thy of ſome compaſſion, which I beg you 
would ſhew me, reverend father, and aſſiſt 
me your advice, in the name of God, I 
cannot doubt, but providence guided me 
into your monaſtery, as an aſylum or place 


of refuge againſt the miſeries that threaten 
Ine. Once, alas! I was dear to a brother 


of yours, one father Angelo, who, the 
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told me, was my uncle; he loy'd me fon 
my very birth, and I had ſuch a tenderneſ; 
for him, that I could not be a day without 
ſeeing him. Tis now ſix or ſeven yean 
ago, that I have not beet able to hear of 
him; and lam even ignorant what became 
of my parents The princeſs C—; who 
took me from them, and put me into the 
Romiſh ſeminary, has debarred me of al 
the means to inform my ſelf of their fate, 
That princeſs is now dead, and 'tis time | 
were ſo too, fince I am ſriendleſs, don! 
know any relation I have in the world, 
and am thus expoſed to periſh with hunger 
and neceſſity. This diſcourſe mov'd the 
ood father's compaſſion, and he affured 
me, that he had a ſenſe of my misfortunes; 
that father Angelo, whom I had named 
to him, was his particular friend; that 
*twas true, no body certainly;knew what 
was become of him, notwithſtanding the 
diligent ſearch that had been made; but 
that he would ſupply the place of that 
uncle to me; and that, therefore I ought 
to comfort myſelf. He added, that he'd 
take care | ſhould never want for any thing, 
and that if 1 was willing to enter into their 
"order, he might ſtand+ me in good ſtead, 
that 1 ſhould have no reafon to lament my 
loſſes at Naples. I begg'd of him, to con- 
tinue his affection to me, aſſuring him, 
IEG wou 
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would do my endeavour to deſerve his 
protection and good-will, by an exiQ o- 
bedience; that formerly, indeed, when I 
was bat eight or nine years old, I had a 
great deſire to take St. Francis's habit, 
which J had the honour to wear, ſeveral 
times, before the principal lords of the 


city, when I rehears'd ſermons. Theſe + 


particulars, which were known all over 
Italy, riveted the ſuperior ſo faſt in my 


intereſt, that for the month that I tarried 
in his convent, I liv'd upon the belt things 


that were to be had therein. 

If I had known, from that time, the 
ſpirit of monarchiſm, I ſhould have taken 
care not to have embrac'd it, as I after- 
wards did, But I was a young ſcholar, juſt 
come out of a ſociety, where I lived under 
conſtraint enough. And neceſſity, which 
occaſions ſo many wrong ſteps to be taken, 
obliged me to take up with a courſe of life 
for which I was by no means cut out, and 
in which I met with nothing but misfor- 


tunes; as the following ſheets will make 


appear. | 
I lived a month in the convent of the 
Holy Apoſtles at Rome, with a great deal 
f pleaſure, and all the ſatisfaction I could 


0 
poſlibly enjoy in that ſtate of life. I was 


dreſs'd very neatly, at the charge of the 


ſuperior, my table was very well ſery'd, 
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OB Ye LIFE of © 
and I had always a monk with me, to bear 
me company, when my illuſtrious bene- 
factor was out of the way. That monk 
was a young Meſſineze ſcholar, who us'd to 


maintain Theſes in the general chapter, un- 


der father Laurea, who was ſince made a 
cardinal,” by Innocent XI. and the Theſes 


were dedicated to the king of Spain; ac- 


" cording to the cuſtom of that nation, who 
dedicate all their works to their ſovereign. 
The young Meſlineze father happen'd ſo to 
weary his mind with ſtudy, that he fell 
fick the day before the chapter was held; 
and not a cordelier could be found to ſup- 
ply his place. Father Laurea, to whom 

is pupil had often commended my memo- 
ry and learning, not knowing what to do 
in this caſe, at laſt reſolved to make the 
Dropoſal to me. It being contrary to my 
mtereſt to be known at Rome, and I being 
aſſured, that all the Neapolitan lords, and 
Roman princes, that were in the Spaniſh 
intereſt, would be preſent at the chapter, 
deſired to be excuſed, and told the profeſ- 
ſor Laurea, that the ſuperior would never 
ſuffer me to take the habit of the order, to 


lay it down the next day; and that, there- 


fore, it was to no purpoſe, to make me a 
propoſal that might do him a Diskindneſs, 
and expoſe me, beſides, to the world; at 2 
time when | had a thouſand reaſons to _ 
cea 


. 


” x \ | 


vs GS "A 1 a— — — 


© a. 
„ 
i» ROZELLI 3 
ceal my ſelf. My arguments ſignify'd no- 
thing ; and my frequent refuſal ſerv'd for 
no other end, than to redouble his inſtances, 
and conſequently, add to the neceſſity I 
lay under of accepting the propoſal. For 
the ſuperior himſelf came and deſired me 
ſo to do; aſſuring me, that no body knew 
me; and that he lov'd me too well, not to 
do all he could. to forward my advance- 
ment. I had not then the ſenſe and judg- _ 
ment, to foreſee any thing that might be- 
fal me from that maſquerade; and had but 
two days to prepare myſelf, and learn a 
long diſcourſe in Latin, which 1 was to 
make to the aſſembly. | 
On the day appointed, I appear'd in the 
pulpit, habited like a monk. Being then 
but twenty years old, my age ſurpriz'd all 
that were were preſent, who were amaz'd 
to ſee me — . myſelf. Their aſtoniſh- 
ment was much greater, when they heard 
me anſwer, and repeat, ſyllable for ſylla- 
ble, all the arguments propoſed to me. In 
a word, the ſucceſs of that action exceed - 
ed their expectation. I ſpoke, for three 
hours together, without heſitation; and 
did not once put the profeſſor to the trouble 
of anſwering a word. The conſtable C—— 
who preſided in that aſſembly, ask'd the 
ſuperior, who 1 was? and, how long | had 
woru the habit? he could learn e 
. 2 | ut 
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60 The LI FE of 
but that J had been a novice, from ten 
years of age; brought from Calabria as a 
prodigy, to become the admiration of the 
Whole city of Rome. Several' cardinals, 
„ and other lords, who had heard me main- 
tain Theſcs in the Romiſh ſeminary, 
thought they knew me again, and told the 
monks, they knew who | was, and that 
they were happy in getting ſo illuſtrious a 
perſon into their body. The Theſes f1- 
niſh'd, I was oblig'd to wa't on the conſta- 
. bie, and return Fim thanks for the honour 
* he had done the order. He examined me 
| a long time, and told me, be ſhould te 
8 'ad to ſee me at his palace, 1 humbly 
= thank'd him for the honour he did me in 
particular, and aſſur'd him I would walt 
upon him the next-day, to receive his or- 

ders. 

This promiſe, which I had made to the 
conſtable, very much puzzled me; for 
knew well enough, that if once he cloſeted 
me, 1 ſno ild be diſcovered, . Nay, I fancy'd, 
that he knew me already ; and therefore to 
be even with him for the trouble he gave 
me, by denying himſelf, when I firſt came 
out of the ſeminary, 1 deſir'd the ſuperior, 
by ſome means or other, to bring me oft 
making that viſit. The good father grant- 
ed my requeſt, and ſent me away, the next 
day, For Naples with letters directed to 
1 one 4 ; one 
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Sieor ROZELLI 6% 
ode of his friends, 3 me to 
him, as his own brother. He ſent ſome 


moi ks with me to ſee me as far as Neptuno, 
where 1 embarked; and after a day and a 
half 's fail, arrived at Naples, and went di- 
rectly to the marquis Lambini's palace, 
which was the friend to whom my letters 
were directed; but the marquis was not at 
home. | 
The conſtable C not ſeeing me the 
next day, as | bad promiſed him he ſhould, 
was highly affronted at my proceedings. He 
went and reproach'd the ſuperior, and aſ- 
ſured him, that be would find an opportu- 
nity to be revenged both on him and me, 
The ſuperior alledg'd but ſorry reaſons in his 
defence ; and Laurea's enemies thence took 
occaſion to accuſe him of converling witha 
familiar ſpirit, to have the honour of ſo 
illuſtrious a diſciple; for the Italians are 
great believers of ſpirits. 'On the other 
and, his friends told the others, by way 
of raillery, that it was his good angel, that 
took upon him the form of a young fryar, 
to ſupply the place of father Carlo di Meſ- 
fina, and keep up the reputation of father 
Laurea. While theſe ſcenes were acting 
in the convent, Alexander VII. who was 
then Pope, was inform'd of the ſtory diffe- 
rent ways. Some told it to him as it was: 
Others aggravated it with malicious circum- 
be N ſtances : 


62 enen | 
_ Rances: And one man impudently affirm'd 
to his holineſs, that while I was maintain- 
ing the Theſes, he ſaw a little ſpirit in my 
cowl. Thereupon, the Pope — for the 
ſuperior of the holy apoſtles,” who went to 
the palace wich father Laurea; and after 
having examin'd 'em touching the little 
devil, he remain'd of opinion, that it was 
true, and requir d '*em to produce me; and 
for that end, to ſend for me back from Na- 
ples. This affair, however, was ſoon put 
out of his mind, by another of far greater 
importance to him; which was, the bring- 
ing of his family into Rome, tho' he had 
before ſworn never to do it. And as that 
hiſtory is very particular, and the pontiff's 
ſubtilty therein no leſs remarkable, it may 
be worth your while to hear it. 
Alexander VII. was born at Sienna, of 
the family of the Chigi, which afterwards 
became famous, as well for their authority 
in Rome, as for their wealth. He was 
made a cardinal by Urban VIII. and his mo- 
deſty and great skill in affairs, contributed 
very muct -n raiſing him to the papal chair. 
I Theconclave fix'd their eyes upon him, in 
hopes of a reformation ; the reign of Inno- 
cent X. having given occaſion of complaint 
to moſt of the princes of Europe. Donna 
Olympia, his aunt, who had a great in- 
fluence oyer him, had made him N 
5 ouſan 


OSS I 


TRE. 
l ; "> jg , 
=— ts l 
Ci. 4 


> 

* * 

£ 3 

* »* 5 PR. 
.- a 
1 


— 


- 


** * 
* N 
2 ——— * 0 


Signor RO Z E L LI. 63 „ 
thouſand faults. The ſordid avarice of that 
princeſs had render'd all the offices con- 
temptible in the fight of good men; in that 
they were no otherwiſe to be obtain'd, but 
by ſimony. Her infatiable deſire of riches, 
put her upon all enterprizes, and ſhe ſuc- 
ceeded in 'em all. But the Pope they now 
propoſed to create, had no body to advance, 
ſince, he ſaid, he ſcarce knew his own 
name. Being elected, as a mark of his fin- 
cerity, he took an oath, never to receive 
any of his relations in Rome, if auy ſuch 
he had; but nevertheleſs, the moſt eminent 
of thoſe that bore his name in Sienna, ſoon 
came to viſit him, and to aſſure him of their 
moſt humble obedience. However, he ſtuck 
to the oath he had made, would receive no 
body, nor acknowledge any of thoſe gen- 
tlemen. A certain poor friar, who liy'd 
obſcurely upon a ſmall eſtate he had in the 
country, found means to let him know,that 
he was ſtill alive, and that he had former- 
ly aſſiſted his holineſs, in his neceſſity. The 
Pope would fain not have remembered it; 
dut nature was more prevalent with him 
han his duty, and he ſent the friar word, 
bat he ſhould be glad to ſee him, and make 
Pim reign with him in Rome; but, that 
e had taken an oath) which gave him ſome 
ncalineſs: Wherefore, he deſired _ to 
5 - have 
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have patience, or find out ſome expedient 


to ſet his conſcience at reſt, 
Don Mario (for that was the friar's name) 
adviſed with ſeveral eminent cafuiſts, and, 
at laſt, found a hole for the Pope to creep 
out at, by receiving the friar in the country. 
This turn of equivocation ſatisfy d the holy 
father, made the enemies. of the church 
ſmile, and mortify'd ſuch as. were really 
good men. Don Mario was received at 
Caſtle-Gondolfo, with all the tokens of a 
brotherly friend hip. His family entered 
Rome, and Nepotiſm became ſo inſolent, 
as perſetly to maſter the Pope himſelf, who 
did unheard of actions. I need not mention 
his enterprizeagainſtFrance,which is known 
to all the world, and of which the treaty 
of Piſa is an everlaſting monument. I re- 
member, that in the beginning of Don 
Mario's reign, the Roman palnters drew a 
icture, in which the Pope is repreſented 
358 before a crucifix, out of whoſe 
ſides iſſued piſtoles, inſtead of blood. A- 
lexander VII. was catching them in his 
Tiara, or triple crown; and his family were 
below, filling great bags with the piſtoles 
that fell. The other cardinals were ender 
vouring to throw down the relations, ſome 
holding out their caps, others their hats, all 
making uſe of | thoſe words in the creed. 


—_ 
— = 1 


A Werne | 
= Sjendr R O FEEL 1 
crucifixus etiam pro nobis: which they in- 
terpreted, the ctucifix is allo for us, inſtead 
of, crucify'd alſo for us. In a word, there 
was nothing that they thought would yex 
| the family of the Chigi, which they did 
not do. Bur it was like ſpeaking to things 
inanimate ; for the Chigi follow'd their bus 
fineſs, and laugh'd at thoſe that would have 
ſpoil'd their aint. One day when Don 
Mario's ſtately palace was building, the 
Pope's arms, which are mountains and a 
green oak, were no ſooner ſet up, but Paſ- | 
quil obferving the oak was effaced, cry'd 
out, Il porco e graſſo; perqueſto a laſciato 
la quercia, a di morir preſto; the hog has 
no 155 er occaſion for acorns, but is fat, and 
muſt die eier long. This infolent manner 
of ſpeaking heartily griev'd the Pope, who 
order'd fearch to be made for the author, 
with promiſe of reward to any that ſhould 
diſcover him. The next morning, he found 
upon the table in the cloſet, the biſtory of 
Pope Sixtus V. with the cruel treatment he 
gave the author of a Paſquil, who was ſo 
raſh and fooliſh as to his own-guilt; and 
judging thereby, that no body would ex- 
po e himſelf to the like rigour, he defiſted 
rom the purſuit of fuch kind of trifles, 
and ſhew'd ſome refentment to Dom Mario, 
for having rendered him odious to the 
people. l 1 88 1 8 ' ko « of 
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I have been ſomewhat tedious in this 
relation, thoꝰ it is a digreſſion. Neverthe- 


leſs, it is not uſelels; becauſe by it you 


may ſee how dangerous a thing it is to dif 


oblige my countrymen, who never forget 
an injury, but make uſe of any way to ſa- 


tisfy their paſſion of revenge. 


Ihe conſtable C-—; who had not yet 
forgot the affront I put upon him, reverg'd 


it upon the ſuperior making uſe, ſor that 
put poſe, of a. friar, who purely out of 
malice, went and confidently told the con- 
ſtable, of an intrigue between the ſuperior 
and a certain nun. This affair went ſo hard 
on the ſide of the good {ather, that had it 
not been for prince P—and cardinal B 
he had certainly been ſent to the gallies. 
(For 'tis the fate of the Italian monks, to 
be chain'd to the oar, for the leaſt tranſ- 


greſſion of their duties.) The ſuperior, 


therefore, not being able to live any lot» 
ger in the holy apoſtles, baniſh'd himſelf 
into a convent in Naples, where I ſaw him 


one day, in a miſerable condition enough. 


His ſuperior was devoted to the family ot 
the C s, and made his cours to-the con- 
ſtable, at the expence of the poor friar. 
Mean while, I was at Naples, myſelf, in 
a very ſorry equipage; and, but for the 


- continual protection of providence had 
gone near to haye perilt'd with extreme 


ant. 
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Signer ROZELLI 67 
want. The marquis Lambini, to whom 
the ſuperior of the convent had recom- 
mended me, as I ſaid beſore, was not in 
town; but gone to viſit his eſtate near Pa- 
lermd. When he came home, whether it 
was, that he would not be troubled with 
me, or that the affair of his friend having 
made a noiſe in Italy, he had now aban- 
doned him in his diſtreſs; or, whatever 
elſe was the cauſe, I could never get to the 
ſpeech of his lordſhip, but found myſelf re- 
duced to the greateſt neceſlity, and was ob- 
liged to beg | = conyent to conyent, to 
prevent my dying with hunger. How 
many times did I curſe the inutility of the 
ſciences! I would have learnt ſome trade, 
whereby to keep myſelf from ſtarving : 1 
was aſhamed to beg : my cloaths, whether 
linnen or woollen, were good for nothing ; 
and grief and faſts had given me an air of 
melancholy, and pale looks, which none 
but my ſelf with the crowd, which is in the 
churches on particular-holidays, they treat- 
ed me as a birbo, or pick-pocket, or avoid- 
ed me for my cloaths ſake, leſt they ſhould 
lole nothing by me. I retir'd, o'nights, to 
a good woman's, where I found ſhelter; for 
her houſe was a bawdy-houſe, and, conſe+ 
quently, open to all that brought her mo- 
ney: But I was very ſhabby, having ſcarce 
cleaths enough to AY nakedieſs, he 
3 New £9 217 Vi 
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the whores would not ſo much as look 
upon me; and, one morning, as I was 
playing the wag with one of my landlady's 
daughters, ſhe ferv'd me ſuch a*trick, that 
I gave her a box o' th' ear, and ran out of 
the houſe, reſolving never to enter it again, 
as long as | lived, a 

„I rang'd up and down the city, all the 
afternoon, without ſucceſs; ſo that 1 could 
not tell what to do with myſelf. *Twas 
almoſt night, and conſequently, time tq 
think of a hed: for the ſharpneſs of the 
ſeaſon made it dangerous to lie in the 
ſtreets, Beſides, it were three to one, but 
T ſhauld be ſtripp'd and murdered, in Na- 
ples, by che Marioles, Who patroul there 
all night. This, I thought, was a fad 
caſe! and as I was going, twice as faſt as 
uſual, towards the convent of the great 
friars, where I deſign'd to pra the. porter 
to let me lay in the cloĩſters; I was ſtopp'd 
by two women, covered with a mantle, 
juſt at che count of P — door; one of 
whom calPd.me by my name, arid ask'd 
me, if the was not miſtaken ? ant, Whe- 
ther my name was Colll. Let me have 
been any body elſe, be ſure, I'd have taken 
the, name at that time, which they Had 
given me. Scarce, thetefbfe, bad 1 own'd 
5 e br g we Fes (hb pole 
yard, the old womgh left me 0 the wry 
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Sint ROZ ELLI 69 
and embraces of a young one, whom I did 
not know, becauſe it was dark; but who 
preſently gave me to underſtand who ſhe 
was, by calling me her dear brother, and 
asking me, if | had forgot the unhappy 
Roſaſia? That very name was like to have 
ſtruck me dead; but recovering myſelf a 
little, the old woman took me by the hand, 
and led me home to her hauſe, which was 
in a Jane behind the conyent, where I de- 
ſign'd to lodge. I was no ſooner got into 
the old woman's chamber, but, having eat 
nothing all that day, 1 deſir'd her to give 
me ſomething to refreſh me. She preſently 
gave me a hearty dram of brandy; and by 
chat time I was a little recovered of my 
faintneſs, I heard the tender and mournful 
expreſſions of my dear Roſalia. Oh that 
that | could but, in this place, at leaſt, loſe 
the remembrance of an affair, that kills 
me every time it comes into my mind! lt 
was now ſome years, ſince Roſalia and I 
had heard from one another; and yet had 
mutually reſery'd the greateſt love that ever 
was known, The firſt queſtion ſhe ask'd 
me, was, whether I ſtill loved her? and, 
whether I belieyed ſhe had never ceas'd 
thinking of me? She told me, that, after 
the diſgrace of her family, ſhe was put ina 
conſervatory, where ſhe lived till ſhe was 


about thürteen years of age, and then made 


her 
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70 Yo LIFE of: 8 
her eſcape, with one of her companions, MW: 
and came to this old woman's, who was 
formerly a friend of her mother's, and WM; 
where ſhe uſed to go ſometimes in her pa- Wi 
rents life-time; that the old woman, who 

was a widow, and had no children, lived M} 
upon the private alms of perſons of quality, I. 
that ſhe had often ſpoke to her about me, MW: 
and of all the affairs ot her family; as well Wt 
as of the ſecret of my birth, and the ſad MW; 
cataſtrophe of my unhappy parents. This ! 

diſcourfe was accompany'd with ſuch ſhow- Wt 
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ers of tears, that I could not enough admire 
the natural tenderneſs of that lovely per- 
fon. At laſt, being come a little to myſelf 
again, I aſſur'd her, that, if ſhe would but 
ſuffer me, I would make her fate my own. 
At thoſe words, ſhe bluſh'd, redoubled her 
tears, and told me, that, indeed our parents Wi 
had formerly a deſign to marry us; but— e. 
my dear Colli, ſays ſhe, with confuſion in 
her face, that time is now - paſt; *tis now Mc! 
too late; and the unhappy: Roſalia is no Wy: 
longer worthy of the dear Colli] neceſſity Wlc 
has expoſed me to the worſt of misfortunes, Wa 
and I did not yield to my diſgrace, till 1 Bw 
had ſuffered all that miſery could inflict. 1 
am conducted, every evening, by this eld 
woman, to certain perſons of quality, wha 
keep me till midnight, when I come back 
to this little hole, with a piece of money. 


1 7 


which ſerves me and my companion to live 
upon. Now, judge you, whether, ia tt ee. 
circumſtances, I can conſent to your propo- 
ſal! She told me afterwards, that ſhe was 
going, when I met her, to the co:nt of 
P , Who did not know ſhe was his 
ſurgeon's daughter; that it was but two or 
three months ago, that the count r.tuin'd 
from one of his country-ſeats, where he 
retired from his confinement in caſtle Sr. 
Elmo; that, as old as he was, he' was ex- 
tremely addicted to women; and that he 
had ſeen her ſeveral times, about that time 
of night: That indeed, ſhe did not know 
how to excuſe herſelf to him, for diſap- 
pointing him now; but that ſignora Lucia 
(her companion) ſhould go, with all ſpeed, 
and make him believe, that the was taken 
ill, as ſhe went home, and to deſire him to 
excuſe her upon that account. 
Mean time, I tarry'd alone in Roſalia's 
chamber, quite aſtoni h'd at the extrava- 
gant caprice of fate! Sure, you and 1 de- 
ſerve compaſſion, dear ſiſter, ſays I, with 
a faint voice, and half-drown'd in tears ; 
what have we done, that heaven ſhould ſet 
itſelf thus againſt us? and under what cruel 
{tar was I born, that I ſhould bring all that 
ave had any relation with me, into ſo 
uch trouble and miſery? Yes, dear Ro- 
alia, I knew but too well, who you wm 
an 
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and who I am. The obligations L Am uns 
4 der to your parents, are inaumerable; they 
= loſt their lives to fave mine; and expoſe! 
zz you to the lamentable condition to which 
you are now redticed, by endeavouring to 
ſcreen me from fate's relentleſs fury ! Hoy 
unhappy am l, that I cannot deliver you 
from the ſad and pitiful caſe you are in! 
but I am too miſerable myſelf, and wan 
help and means of fubſiſtence ! Same time 
aſtcr, the old woman came in, and obſery. 
ing us both to be very dull, ſhe conducted 
me into the gartet, where, having made 
me a bed as neatly as ſhe could, I laid my 
ſelf down, and paſs'd the night quietly e 

nough. 3 572 
I took up my lodging in this houſe fore 
fortnight or three weeks, going, in the day 
time, to beg the Mineſtre at the monaſte 
ry-gates, where it was given to the pod; 
and, in the evening, retiring hither for mi 
repole. I haye, . times, eat five o 
fix of thoſe Mineſtres in a morning, ſome 
with fat, and ſome with oil, according tt 
the different orders that gave it me. 1 
laſt, not knowing what to do with myſell 
and wanting courage to liſt among ti 
= troops that were then raiſing for Sicily, 
1 deſired my ſiſter to procure me to be a pag 
3 to ſome of her perſons of quality. 1» 
. repoſe which | had now enjoy'd for th 
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months, in Naples, had given me an op- 


portunity of picking up my looſe' crums 3 
and l made a ſhift ro get myſelt tolerably 
well dreſs'd, to make my appearance; ſig- 
nora Lucia being ſo kind as to borrow A 
ſuit of a burgher's ſon in the neięghbour- 
hood, with whom ſhe was acquainted, Soon 
afier, the went and ſhew'd me to the count 
of P, aſſuring bim, I was his fon, 
lately come ſrom Venice. The count, who 
was a good obliging old gentleman, not 
knowing me, by reaſon I had leſt Naples 


very young, promiſed to get me a place at 


his daughter's, who had marry'd the mar- 
quis of -; he had that daughter by the 
counteſs, his lady, who had ruined my fa- 
ther and ſhe was twelve years of age, when 
her mother died. 

The character he gave me to the mar- 
chioneſs of T made her very deſirous 
to ſee me, I was conducted to her by her 
Majordome, and ſoon after, as nel 
to the marchioneſs's mother-in law; and 
ſhe, finding me too big for the marchioneſs, 
who looked as young as I, kept me herſelf, 
and ſent a compliment of thanks to the 
count, promiſing him to take care of me, 
as a preſent from his hands. Roſalia, whom 
I told, in the evening, what good fortune 
had befallen ms, did not at all approve of 


| ws exchange. She knew the old marchio- 
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74 Te LIFE of "I 
neſs too well, and aſſur'd me, that ſhe had 
in her time, ruin'd a hundred pages, to 
whom ſhe had made ſeveral advances; ad- 
ding, that it was dangerous to have. an 
thing to do with ſuch a. Jezebel. But that 
which would have ſtartled a man in his 
Tight ſenſes, puft'd me up with odd kind of 
| notions of my good ortune. TI thought, [ 
ſhould never want for any thing, if I could 
but pleaſe a perſon of her ſize; ard I flat- 
tered myſelf, that I had merit enough to 
inſpire the ady with ſentiments for me diſ. 
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ſferent from thoſe ſhe had had for others. 
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The next morning, I waited upon the count 
of P., and he took me in his coach, and 
carry'd me to his ſiſter- in- law's; who re- 
ceivd me with demonſtrations of a pirticu- 
lar good will. She queſtion'd me about the 
behaviour of the Venetian ladies, and ask'd 
me, if 1 had not ſerv'd in that country? 
Signora Lucia, whoſe ſon I went for, and 
who was a Venetian, had taught me my 
leſſon, and in an hour's time, inſtructed me 
how to anſwer and deceive the moſt cirious 
perſon living. Wherefore, having given 
the old marchioneſs entire ſatisſaction, ſhe 
immediate'y appointed me to wait upon 
her chamber, telling me, that thould be my 
buſineſs: And for that purpoſe, ſhe recom- 
' mended me to an old governante, you ſhe 
ordered to Keep me neat, and let me want 
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Be itrice, the governante, had formerly 
been a ſervant to the counteſs of P——and 
an intimate friend of the unfortunate Ze- 
bina. She was the only perſon let into the. 
intrigue between the cheyalier and the 
counteſs. After the death of her miſtreſs, 


ſhe pray'd the count to permit her to go 
out of his houſe, where, ſhe ſaid, ſhe ſhould 
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ſoon die, elſe, with grief and melancholy; 


whereupon, the count preſented ber to his 
daughter; and the old marchioneſs, finding 
her to be a cunning and prudent woman, 


ſoon won her over to her intereſt, and made 
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her the confident of all her intrigues. She 
had alſo the ſole management of the pages, 
and all the ſervants of the*houſe. 85 

The extraordinary recommendation of 
the old marchioneſs, made Beatrice take a 
particular care of me, and finding me of a 
brisk and lively temper, ſhe conceiv'd 1 
know not what tenderneſs for me, which, 
however, afterwards ſav'd my life and ho- 
nour. One day, as I was playing the wag 


with her, and calling her,my dear mamma, 


ſhe look'd upon me very earneſtly, and, 
ſqueezing my hand, tald me, ſhe did not 
know but 1 might ſpeak true; for that time 
was, the had as fine a boy as ever the ſun 
ſhone on, who had very much of my air; 
and that if he had not died in her own 
arms, ſhe could not have taken me for him. 
e K 2 She 
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and made me utter the ' heartieft ſighs and 


76 The LIFE f © 
She added, that ſhe w's not, however mi- 
ſtaken in aſſuring me, that!] had the air an! 
- geſtures of two p:rſons whom ſhe had loy1d 
extremely; ar} that if I was not the ſon of 
the Chevalicr C—— and the counteſs of 
P——, atleaſt, | might go for ſuch a one. 
The governante's A reada my hearc 
turn within me; and had much ado to 
conceal from her the cccafion of my ſur. 
prize. I aſſur'd her, that | had never been 
at Naples, and that ſignora Lucia, my mo- 
ther, whom the count of P knew very 
well, lay in with me at Venice, and left 
me with ore of her ſiſters, till now: I ad- 
ded, that my mother having ſent me word, 
that ſhe wanted my aſſiſtance, I was come 
to ſerve her, and help to get her bread, 
Beatrice took all this for goſpel,” and 
+Preſs'd me no farther upon that article. 
Night being come, | = in a little cloſet, 
"near the marchioneſs's chamber, where, as 
ſoon as thonght myſelf alone, I abandon'd 
myſelf to all the reflexions that a young t0 
perſon cou d make, in ſuch a poſture of at- 
fairs. 7 nat ſleep for my life, my 
head rufMing upon what the governante had Ia 
ſaid; and if at any time I dozed, a thou- In 
ſand frightful dreams preſently waked me, ec 
\ 


complaints. The old mgychioneſs, who | /: 
could lie a- bed, and hear me breathe, heard 
I BY me 
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me often repeat theſe words, O ſtelle! O 
forte! Anco tu non finiſſe? Oh heavens! 
Oh fortune! Oh fate! will you never have 
done perplexing me? As ſoon is it was 
day break, the marchioneſs lent for me into 
her chamber, and ask'd me, whetler I had 
lept wel.? 1 anſwered, that I had been a 
little ſick ; but that it was now gone over, 
and J was very well again. She then asked 
me, whether I had a great affection for her 


and prudent in ſome ſmall affairs, which ſhe 
might entruſt me withal. I aſſured he, that 
her will ſhould be the rule of my life}; that 
ſhe might diſpoſe of me, as ſhe pleaſed; 
and, that was all I had, fince fortune had be 
ſtowed no more upon me. Very well, ſays 
ſhe, with an air of reſerve, I require no- 
thing but your zeal, and a litile affection: 
go and bid Beatrice come hither, and for 
your own part, get you to bed again, aud 
expect there my orders: You have not ſlept 
to night, and | have my reaſons for taking 
care of your health. 1 72 
[ obey*'d, without making her a word of 
anſwer, (for I had been cold befor that 
my lady was too imperious to bear an 
eontradiction) ani lay down upon the bed, 
without pulling off my cloaths, I had ſcarce 
laid half an hour, but in comes Beatrice, 
| 7 with 


ſervice? and, whether I would be diſcreet 
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with a poſſet, and. Franciſchino, ſays 
ſhe, (for that was the name I went by) do 
they uſe pages at Venice, as we do at Na- 
ples? Here's a favour of my lady's : She 
commands you to accept it, and to take cate 
of yourſelf; for ſhe loves her ſervanrs ſhou!{ 
enjoy perfect health, and eſpecially, would 
have ſuch as are about her perſon, always 
look freſh and plump. Tho? theſe equivo- 
cating expreſſions put me in mind of What 

Roſalia had told me; yet I was not ſo much 
ſtartled at the compliment, as that it wa 

made to a ſervant that had hardly been: 
week in the houſe. I had ſcarce put on my. 
breeches, but one came to bid me wait. . 
thought this a little odd; but anſwered f 
Beatrice, that I was very much obliged to 
her for procuring me ſuch a favour of my 
lady; and, that { began to find the effects Mg 
of the good-will which the had ſhewn me. Wn 
She anfwered, that I was indebted, for: 
it, to the marchioneſs's goodneis; and that p 
if ſhe had not yet given me marks of her; 
friendſhip, if I would believe her, and t. 
were Wiſe, I ſhould know what an affection Hat 
ſhe had for me. I took hold of both het fo 
hands, and with a thouſand flattering ex; bi 
preſſions, made her promiſe to inſtruct me, ſu 
upon all occaſions, how to behave myſell 
towards my lady. As we were thus talking 
together very low, for fear of being boar 
| | | F 
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the marchioneſs grew impatient, and rung 
the bell. Thereupon, Beatrice left me, but 


firſt aſſured me, that ſhe would meet me, 
in the evening, in a cloſet in the pallery, 


[1 where nobody would diſturb us; and fo de- 
d fred me to be there at five of the clock, 
hen an officer was to wait on my lady, in 
0-M order to chat together for an hour or ſo. I 


could never imagine, that the governante, 


neſſes to me, as flowing from her good-ni- 
ture. But my fate had condemn'd me to 
old women! And what a curſed plague is 
it, to be obliged to be complailant to per- 
fons one don't love. 

Never was any puniſhment like that I en- 
dared, upon account of thoſe two old wo- 
men! One had a mind I ſhould love her, 


and ne ver be from her; the other, Who was 
intrigue, was always buzzing in my ear, 


and none for her. This was the life I led 
for a year together, and not a day paſs d, 
but 1 made reſolutions of ridding myſelf of 
ſuch a horrid ſlavery. 

But nothing would ſerve my turn, for- 
ſooth, but I muſt be a monk ! I-was now one 
and twenty years old, and did not doubt 

wut the great frigrs would admit me —_— 
4 2 28 : | em, 
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who was old enough to be my grandmother, 
was in love with me, but took all her kind- 


privy to, and had the management of the 


that I had too great an affection for my lady, | 
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them, if I would but ask them. But, in 1 
little time, that thought was put out of my 
head, by one that ſpite brought in. Ole 
day, when I had taken phy ſick, and kept 
my chamber, I heard ati Me with my 
lady, who us'd to wait cn her, every even- 
ing, at five of the clock. I don't know, 
whether the marchioneſs had forgot, that! 
was juſt by her apartment, and that nothing 
hinder'd me from ſeeing all that paſs'd, but 
- a ſingle partition; however, to ſatisfy my 
ſelf, whether I was miſtaken, or not, 
I made a little hole in the partition, behind 
a picture, thro' which I could look dove 
upon my lady's bed - ſide, entertaining his 
old miſtreſs with proteſtatious of his ar 
dent deſires. I was confounded mad, to ſer 
a rival enjoy ſo great a ſhare of the mai 
chioneſs's heart; and immediately conceiy: 
ed ſuch an averſion for her, that if I bad 
known where elſe to have got my bread, | 
ſhould never have govern'd my paſſion, bu 
had left the houſe that very moment. 
Beatrice coming to ſee me, I told het 
what I had heard. She fell a laughing a 
my ſimplicity and reſentment ; and know. 
ing, by that, what I had to do, I reſoly' 
to have patience, and by ſome trick or o- 
ther, revenge my ſelf on my rival; fot 
which, ſome time after, I found the follow 
ing opportunity. 5 2 
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As I was known to be my lady's ſavou- 
ite, one day, when ſhe was going into the 
ountry, to tarry all night, I pretended my 
ſelf ick, and deſired her to extuſe my jours 
ney. The rharchioneſs (who was very care- 
/ ful of Rx account of the pretty ſtories 
. i told her, and the great regard ever ſhew'd 
Mito all ber motions, whereby I won her + 
heart) readily conſented ; and not only fo 
but ordered Beatrice not to ſtir from me, for 
fear 1 ſhould run abroad. However, I found 
means to convey a letter, in my lady's name, 
to the five-o*-th' clock. officer; wherein ſhe 
defired him to come as late as he could to 
her apartment, by reaſon ſhe Was to go to 
her davighter-in-law, the young marchio- 
neſs's, and ſhould not comme back till aftet 
ſupper ; but that, as for the reſt, he might 
0 bis old way, and ſtay in the cloſet, till 


1 
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fie came: W fo dent Mag | 
| My. gentleman in ſcarlet does juſt as I or- 
Lered him, and about ten of the clock at 
night, he was deſired to go to bed. As 
ſoon as ever He was laid down, who ſhould 
make herſelf his conſort, ſnuggling cloſe 
to his fide, but an old negro · ſla ve, whom I 
had.hired for that purpoſe, with orders, not 
= *© ſpeak a word all night, tho? ſhe was 

much about the marchioneſs's age. Mean 
time, I had looſen'd a board of the partition 
between the cloſet = the chamber; and, 
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and running to ſee what had made ſuch 2 


mute, as to eit 
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82 Tie LIF E 
by that means, ſtole all the officer's cloaths, 
except his ſhirt, and faſten'd the board again 
ſo dexterouſly, that no body could perceive 
it. The next morning about eight of the 
clock, it being broad day-light, the officer 
perceived his miſtake, and thought he had 
lain with the devil, when he beheld ſuch a 
black .and frightful figure abed, as the hag- 
d-fac'd old African was. , Immediately, 
falls to invoking all the he and ſhe-ſaints, 
and begg'd of 'em to come to his aſliſtance, 
and the more the ſlave bid him hold his 
tongue, for fear of being heard, the more 
he bray'd like an aſs. At laſt, out of bed he 
jumps, in a dreadful fright. and looking 
for his cloaths, with deffon to make haſte 
out of the houſe, he was perfeQtly, amaz'd 
when he found they were gone. By this 
time the people of the Boufe were alarm'd 


buſtle, the officer makes no more ado, but 
wraps himſelf up in one of the ſheets, that 
he might not be expos'd to the peoples rail- 
ler y. The poor negro, on the other band, 
was as much aſham'd to be known, as the 
officer, and, for that reaſon took the other 
ſheef, and wound it about her. Thus, like 
two figures in the niches of ſome pieces of 
architecture, they ſtood guarding, the cham- 
ber- door; an! 55 might as well ſpeak to a 

| er of them. ame Had 
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ſhut up their lips; and confuſion metamor- 

os'd them into ſtone. The noiſe occa- 
ſion'd by this diforder, made the young 
marquis of T — himſelf run to ſee what 
was the matter, who, knowing nothing of 
the intrigue, nor the officer, would needs 
make him dance thro' the ſtreets in the e- 
quipage he was in. His domeſticks fol- 
low'd him, hooting and hollowing all the 
way, as far as the firſt church he came at, 
where he put in, to hide himſelf from the 
mob. I can't ſay how the officer got home 
afterwards ; but he was never ſeen in Na- 
ples again. The marchioneſs, upon her 
return, was puzzled how to manage the 
affair ſo, as to ſalve her reputation. But 
the negro was immediately clapt into a 
dungeon, and threaten'd hard, if ſhe would 
not tell who brought her into my lady's 
chamber; inſomuch that, at laſt, ſhe named 
me; and then the matter was huſh'd all of 
a ſudden. 1 . 4 

Twas not long, before I perceived by 
my lady's carriage, that her dyſhip Was 
informed of my roguery ; and tho? ſhe af- 
feed to appear the ſame to me, I knew, 
by ſome leers ſhe gave me, that deep re- 
venge was in her thoughts. What con+ 
firmed me in this ſuſpicion, was, that ſhe 


had ceas d calling for me at the hours ſne 
us'd to do, and that * quite tit d wy 
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84 E 
the ſtories 1 told to divert her. At laſt, her 
heart was too full; and ber paſſion. of te- 
a yenge tranſported her beyond the pleaſure 

lhe had ever taken in loving me. Beatrice 
was entruſted with the ſecret,” and had or- 
ders to give me a meſs according to cuſtom, 
which would cure me of all diſtempers. She 
was mightily ſtartled at the propoſal, and 
is Ioth to undertake the Jevilith charge; 
1 * being a thorow-pac'd diſſembler, the 
Provence, not only to comply with my 
lady's deſires, but aſſur'd her, that the vie. 

tim was duc to her, inaſmuch as J had had 
the raſhneſs to affront her. Soon after, com- 
ing into my chamber, ſhe wak'd me, and, 

olding out the porrenger to me,—— here 

Frank, ſays ſhe ; here's a meſs of poiſon 
for you: I have orders to make you take 
it, and not ſtir from you, till you are dead. 
'Then, looking upon me, with an air of 
tenderneſs; —— and, do — think me, 
ays ſhe, capable of ſo helliſh a crime? 

hat tho' I have undertaken this horrid 
n Do you think the love 1 have 
for you would permit me tò execute it? no, 
1 had rather die a thouſand deaths, thap 

uch a fact ſhould come into my thought 
Lou are too dear to me! Only take care to 
clear me of this intrigye ; and contrive ſome 


methad for me to ſave your life, and put a 

trick bes ber baxbazous miſtreſs. 
nd SU 
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er hair, knock'd her head againſt the | 
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| I confeſs, [ WAS amaz'd to hear a cam - 


liment of this nature. I made uſe of the 
holt tender and paſſionate expreſſions [ 


+ 


could to aſſure Beatrice, of the obligations 


ſhe had laid upon me, telling her, that as 
ſhe had ſa ved my life, it ſhould be employ'd 
in her ſervice; but that, as for the reſt, I 
could think of no other way, than for her 


to make my lady believe, I ſuſpected the 


matter; and that, as ſoon as I was dreſsd, 
inſte.d of ſwallowing the poiſon, | bolted 
out of the room, and jump'd out of a win- 
dow that look'd into the garden; that ſhe 


run after me, and did what ſhe could, to 


have me ſtapp'd, crying out, | was a mad- 
man; but that it was impoſlible to overtake 
me; and lo ſhe did not know what was be- 
come of me. Beatrice approved the inven- 
tion, and play'd her part very dexterouſſy. 


She firſt took care to hide me in her cham- 


ber, where nobody ever went but herſelf, 


and then fell to making a noiſe, and oy 


ing out, help, as if had been flock. 
The old marchioneſs ran to fee what was 
the matter, and hearing of my eſcape, was 
in ſuch a dreadful rage, that her fury made 
me tremble, like an aſpin-leaf; and Bea- 
trice told me, afterwards, that ſhe never 
{aw the devil in her life, but in the diſtort- 
fe eyes of that odious beldam. © She tore 


wall, 
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wall, and ſuppoſing, that, to be reveng'd 
of her, I would expoſe her inſatiable luft, 
ſhe took the devilith reſolution of poiſon- 
ing herſelf. Beatrice ran to the young 
marquis's, and deſir'd him to come to his 
mother's apartment, that moment; if he 
wou'd ſave her life. He went away di- 
rectly, but anger and deſpair had prevented 
the poiſon, and ſo affected the heart of that 
unhappy lady, that all the remedies of phy- 
ſick could not bring her to the uſe of her 
ſpeech again, which ſhe had loſt. She ex- 
pir'd about one of the clock in the morning. 
with hideous cries and groans; and, as it 
was ſuſpected ſhe was poiſon'd, her bod 
was open'd, but no cauſe of her death dil- 
covered; only there were ſymptoms of a 
ſuffocation, occaſioned by anger and deſ- 
air. | 
, They were no leſs concerned to hide the 
j cauſe of the marchioneſs's death, than | 
5 was to get out of the cloſet, and waſh away 
* rares and tears, with the reſt of the dome- 
Nicks. The corps was carry'd, without any 
ſtate, to the pariſn- church, where it was 
bury'd, the next day about ſeven of the 
E- clock in the morning. Beatrice, who had 
brought me the news of my lady's death, 
| with a joy that ſurpriz'd me, gave me ver) 
1 notions of her a e me, 'by 
Jhewing none at all for the lady to Who 
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ſhe was indebted for all ſhe had in the 
world: and this, indeed, damp'd that lit- 
tle love I had for her. However, I took 
particular care not to let her perceive my 
indifference ; becauſe ſhe ſtood me in great- 4 
er ſtead now than ever, being made the 
ung marchioneſs's houſe-keeper, whole 4 
lord was a ybuug deboſhe, that never ſtaid 
long at home, but was oftener at Rome and 
Venice, than at Naples. The young lady, 
on the contrary, was ſo religious, and liv d 
lo regular a life, that ſhe was admired for 
it by the whole city. Her charity and good 
works were the commou talk; and her 
- {houſe was a kind of rendezvous for pious 
a {Wpcrfons. In ſhort, the very ſervants were 48 
- MWobliged to be ſaber and careful, the waſting / 

of but a cruſt of bread never going unpu- 8 
. vhs King dat RV 
| MW 1 knew fo well how to behave myſelf, 
and had learnt ſo much of my lady's hu- 


[ 


e- Irnour, that I was not to ſeck how to get 
ny the length of her foot. She was a great = 
a dmirer of diſcourſes of divinity, and eſpe- 

he ially ſuch as concerned predeſtination ; and 

ad Whether ſhe did it out of curioſity, or to 

th, ew her great wit, ſhe was continually 

ry arting queſtions upon the moſt ſublime” 


ubjecks of divinity. 1 was often preſent ac. 
e conferences that were held in her cham. 
; and obſerving, one day, that 1 was 
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very attentive on what was ſaid, as footi 2s 
the company was gone, . ſhe ask'd me, whes 
ther l had any notion of ſuch diſcourles ? 
Thereupon, for anſwer, I made her a kind 
of recapitulation of all that had been ſaid, 
- Concluding with a few of my own ſenti- 
ments, which ſeem'd to her ſo noble and 
ſublime, that ſtepping back with an air of 
ſurprize, what d'ye mean? Frank, ſays ſhe; 
are you my page, or a doctor? Tell me 
quickly who you are; fot ! will know; and 
pray ſpeak the truth , 2 
heſe expreſſions made me wiſh my 
tongue had been out of my head, when! 
firft took upon me to talk to her of divi- 
nity; However, my concern did but in- 
creaſe my lady's curioſity; and it fignify'd 
nothing for me to tell her, that the ſniat- 
tering | had, was owing to my memory; 
and that 1 had never ſtudied the theological 
ſciences. Give me none of your turis and 
quibbles, fays ſhe, I'd have known who 
you are, long ago, if it had not been for 
the jealous d paſſionate temper of the 
marchioreſs of T — but that fear is now 
over; and as long as 1 have an opportunity 
at this time, you ſhall not ſtir out of my 
chamber, till you have told me, whence 
you come, and how, chance you are a ſer- 


— 1 r OR r 


* 
At 
= 


| 5 ” 3 Ps 
Siem ROZ E LLL 89 
At that, I threw myſelf upon my knees, 
and begg'd her, not to inſiſt upon the rela- 
tion of my adventures; but ſhe command - 
ed me to riſe, and begin it. 

I maſt then, obey you, madam, ſays I, 
with an air of confuſion; but my obedience 
coſt me dear, and I am ſure, you'll hate 
me, for telling you, that | am the unfor- 
tunate ſon of the Chevalier C-—, whom 
the counteſs of P „ Your mother, ba- 
barouſly put to death, when ſhe expired, 
An illuſtrious Grecian ſlave, of the ſame 
counteſs's; was my mother, who died in 
bringing me into the world. My infancy 
coſt thoſ: who took care of me, their lives, 
nor has your father, the count of f 
himſelf, eſcap'd a little of trouble and diſ- 
grace, upon my account. He does not now 
know me; and after an abſence of fix years 
that I was in the ſeminary of the Jeſuits at 

ome, where I was brbught up, -at the 
charge of the princeſs C, I appeared be- 
fore him, under a borrow'd name, and he 
was pleag'd to place me, himſelf in your 
houſe; at the inſtances of an old woman 
whom I. call'd mother, the better to conceal - 
the truth of my birth. pe 

Oh] Oh! is your name Colli, then? re- 

ly'd the marchioneſs, riſing very haſtily 

om her ſeat. Nay, then, it is no longer * 
matter of ſurprize to me, that I was ſo de- 
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ſirous to talk with you; and 1 begin to be- 
lie ve, that what Beatrice told me of you, 
was no fable. 1 aſſured ber, that Beat ice 
 Whe had ſuſpected the truth of my birth, 
never ſpoke to me of it but once in her 
Hife. The marchioneſs defired me to avoid 
as much as poſſible, a diſcourſe of that na- 
ture, and told me, that i 1-had a mind to 
pleaſe her, 1 muſt conform mylelf to her 
will, and obſerve her manner of living. 
Beatrice, who did not come into my la 
dy's apartment during this conference, which 
laſted two hours, asked me a world ot quel- 
tions, in the evening, after ſupper. She 
had found the marchioneſs more melan- 
choly than uſual, and bad heard her utter 
devp . contrary to her cuſtom; and 
Knew, by thoſe tokens, that ſhe no longer 
enjoy'd her ordinary peace of mind. "She 
would be put to bed without her fupper; 
and ordered her women to leave the room, 
utider pretence her head aked. Beatrice, | 
ſay, having obſcrved this emotion” in her 
lady, prefently ſuf] zeRed; the had enter- 
tain d ſome new paſſion, and ſo was very 
Tnquiſitive, to know what had paſeW be- 
tween her and me. 1 was juſt a going to 
tell ber the truth; but conſidering, that my 
lady might chatge me with indiſcretion, 
gd puniſh me'accordingly, 1 invented a 
Tory of a pretended \indiſpoſition of rhe 
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marquis, who was then at Venice, and 
and aſſured Beatrice, that my lady kept me 
ſo long in her chamber, only to queſtion me 
about the cuſtoms of my country, and me- 
thods in uſe among the phyſicians there. I 
don't know, whether Beatrice was ſatisfied 
with my anſwer, but at leaſt, ſhe pretend · 


as it was time to go into my lady's chams 
ber, ſhe went to tomfort her as to the mar- 
quiſs's pretended ſickneſs ; adding, that ſhe 


Jas ever he was in his life. The marchioneſs 


and knew not what anſwer to make the 0] 
E What? are you in a dream? 


come and tell me, my lord is ill at Venice] 
| received a letter from him, laſt night, da- 
ted at Rome; he is in perfect health ; and l 
expect him home this week Pray, who 
ſent yoy to me with this lie? Frank told 


was extremely ſurpriz'd at this compliment, 


catrice, ſays ſhe, or bewitched ? that you 


ed ſo to be, and the next morning, as ſoon 


had ſpoke to a man, who left him as well 


me, that the news was the occaſion of your 


melancholy, reply'd Beatrice; and az | lovę 


you extremely, 1 thought 1 could do no leſs 


than- afford your ladyſhip what comfort 1 


was able. Thank*'ye Beatrice, ſays the 


marchioneſs: but Frank had only a mind 


* 
- 
* 


to laugh at you: it is not good to ask more 
queſtions than others are willing to tell us; 


r ſhifts and turns, 
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as well as we, to |.ide their real ſentiment, 
Govern therefore your curioſity; and go 
and bid Frank come to me. n 

Away comes Beatrice, into my chamber, 
and with all the ſuries in her eyes,. — £0, 
Mr. Rogue, ſays ſhe, my lady wants to 
ſpeak with you ! Wou'd ſhe would but or- 
der me, once, to bring you ſich a kettle 
of porrage, as her mother-in-Jaw did! yoy 
don't do well, an{wer'd |, in ufing ſuch 
expreſſions ; ard I have not deferyed ſuch a 
wiſh at your hands: if 1 ſhould acquaint 
my lady with it, I am ſure, you would not 
be long-liv'd in the bouſe ; but God forbid 


I ſhould do ſo much harm to a perſon to 


whom I am indebted for my life: my ealy 
temper ſo far recovered Beatrice of her mad 
fit, that ſhe relented, and flinging her arms 
about my neck, deſired me to forgive a 


heat, to which my want of fincerity gave 


birth. | She gave me tq-ungerſtand, that it 


would be of no {mall importance to me, to 


live peacęably with her, if I defired to be 
rbb aud chat the confidence which! 
ſhould repgſe in her, would be fully re 


compenſed. I aſſured her, 1 would never 
do any thing again without her participa- 
tion, and deſired her only to keep ſilence, 
and to be in the garden at ten clock at 
night, covered with ber mantle; that, leſt 
any body ſhould ſuſpect me, 1 d 


eſigned to 
eſig del 
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dreſs my felf likewiſe in womens cloaths, 
an{ therefore, pray d her to leave a ſuit of 
ters in my chamber, in order ta facilitite 
the execution of my enterprize. Having 
taken my meaſures, I ran to my lady”, a- 
artment ; who no ſooner ſaw me, but ſhe 
ſmiled. Yau put a trick upon inquiſitive 
Beatrice, ſays the to me, and 1 commend 
your prucence; we muſt be upon our guard, 
leſt ſhe gueſs lomewhat of mine and your 
ſentiments: Saying thus, ſhe ſtrok'd her 
hand over my face; and thereby convin- 
ced me, that J was of no efteem with 
her. ä 
Knowing my lady to be a perſon of ex- 
cellent modefly, 1 durſt not ' preſently an- 
ſwer her ſurprizing declaration: beſides, ſhe 
was endued with prudence enough to ſtand 
the rorrent of the moſt violent paſſion, 
Wherefore, 1 contented myſeif at that time, 
to ſpeak by my eyes, and to convince my 


lady by a deep ſigh, from the bottom of” 


my heart, that | was capable of the tender- 
eſt imprefſions. She underſtood that dumb 
languaze; and —— you have obliged me, 
Colli, ſays the, after having been ſilent 


ſome time; ſhan't | have cauſe to fear, that 


| have too much abandoned mylelf to the 
inclination 1 have for you? You are ydbng, 
and perhaps, guilty of all the flattery and 
deceit charged upon men of your age, wha 
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are generally fickle and unſincere; or, at 
leaſt, indiſcrcet and imprudent ! Oh what 


But alas, IJ have not been able to keep my 


ed a pitch ꝰ why don't you rathea chooſe to 
lab me, than to expoſe me to ſo * * 
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happineſs! if I ſhould not find any of thoſe 
ill qualities in you! I am naturally good- 
humoured, and not at all paſſionate; I have 
lived to th's very day, in a perfect indiffe- 
rence to the things of this world ; and you 
ſee, how little ] am concerned at roy lord's 
a>ſence, and how patiently 1 took my mo- 
ther's del th, I had ſo far ſtudied philolopby 
as not to ſet my affections on the things of 
this world, to the end 1 might enjoy con- 
ſtantly the natural tranquility of my ſoul : 


ſelf in that happy ſtate ; wretched woman, 
what will become of me, if knowing all 
my weakneſs, you give me occaſion to re- 

nt, I ever told it you; am I deceived? 
dear Colli: and what will you ſay to me, 
to aſſure me of your heart and fidelity? — 
I'd ſooner loſe my life, anſwered I, than 
once entertain a thought ſo unjuſt, as that 
of diſobliging you. No, madam, you reign 
abſolute monarch in my ſoul ; and you ſhall 
never find me a rebel, nor capable of the 
leaſt infidelity. But, added l, with eyes 
full of fire, have n't you a mind to deceive 
me only, and try whether 1 was ſo raſh, as 
to be tranſported by my fancy, to fo exalt- Was 
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a trial! Give me, then, either life or 
death ! and don't let me languith thus, long 
in ſupenſe! You ſhall not die, ſays ſhe; 
and l am ſorry you ſhould entertain an un- 
eaſy thought ! | told you, 1 never loved in 
my life; nor-was | ever ſenſib e of the leaſt 
emotion of tenderneſs for any thing in the 
world! My lord himſelf, to whom they 
married me, cou'd never get my eſteem, and 
| render him, at moſt, no farther duty, than 
what the law enjoins me; inſomuch that 
it kills me, when he ſometimes puts mein 
mind! am his! Loy have I ſtruggled with 
the paſſion the firſt ſight of you gave me! 
When my mother-in-law took you from = 
me, methought, I was never ſo loth to part 1 
with any ſervant in my life] 1 made ſeve - i 
ral reflexions on the cauſe of my uneaſineſs, 
and asked myſelf, (al-s, in vain!) whyl 
ſhould prefer you to another? I could never 
ſatisfy myſelt as to that point: And all the 
victory 1 was able to gain of my reſtleſs 
ſpirit, was, that tho? I could not ſtifle my 
paſſion at its birth, yet I made a ſhift ta 
conceal it with patience. | 
Oh!] how dear have you coſt me !' ef 
cially, ſince Beatrice told me, the durſt ſay, 
| was the Chevalier C——s child, as well 
a3 you; chat ſecret, hich I now entruſt 
you with, is of the laſt importance; and 
| ; | - JE 
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it would go near to coſt us both our lives 
if ever you be ſo:raſh as to reveal it. 

One day, as I was looking upon my poor 
mother's jewels, of which my father had 
made me a preſent, I had a great fancy to 
open a box, one ſide whereof was for 
ſnuff: but the bottom was ſo very thiek 
that I ſuſpected there was ſome myſtery in 
it. I tried for a whole morning together, 
but to no-purpoſe; and was, at laſt; oblig'd 
to abandon my enterpri ze upon my father's 
coming into the cloſet, to tell me, he had 
a preſent to make me of the fineſt and gen- 
teeleſt page in Naples. I thank'd the count, 
and aſſured him, that any thing from hi 
hands would be very agreeable to me: Pre- 
ſently after, he went into my mgther-in- 
law's apartment, and told her of the pre: 
ſent he deſign'd to make me. Beatrice; 
who always loved me, as having brought 
me up from a child, came immediately ii. 
to my chamber, and, ſmiling, told me; 
that the marquis of 1. — had ſent me in 
queſt of love in the iſſe of Cythara, and 

— I might bid adieu to my indifference; 
The jeſt lerv'd to di vert us a little while, 
till going to my cabinet, I took out the 
ſnuff-box again, and defired Beatrice to 
help me to open it, and fatisfy my curio bi 
ſity. | ; _— 
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She no ſooner; had the box in her hand, 
bur, trembling, —Ab ! madam, ſays ihe, 
what are you going to do? I know what's 
the infide of this box, and no perſon in the 
world can open it, b-fides myſelt. I had 
it made by the Chevalier C——'s orders; 
and you will ſee, within the pictures of the 


Then, giving a little turn to one of the 
ſtuds. I was ſurprized at the beauty of the 
two pictures | ſaw, Beatrice could Fold 
no longer, but melted into tears; and I 
had like to have ſank down at the fight of 
my mother, whoſe love for the Chevalier 
was no ſecret to me. I deſir'd Beatrice to 
give me a better light into that affair, than 

had ever had * a hich ſhe promis'd 
to do, but ſaid, It was then time to wait on 
my mother in-law ; and that, at 1 5 al- 
ter her lady was in bed, ſhe would come 


5 5 me the whole relation. 
| My lord's abſence fayouring the delign, , 
in! | thought every minute an hour, till, Bea- 


For, having related to me all that befel 


de the counteſs my mother, and the Che va- 
wi lier; what a ſad death they both ſuffered ;, 
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Chevalier and the counteſs your mother. 


ttice came. At laſt, however, Me, Bhs 
her promiſe but too well for my. repoſe. 


the eſcape of the Grecian beauty ; your, 

birth; the pro igies of your childhood; 

and the education beſtow'd upon you by 
le 
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che princeſs O, the Chevalier's mothcr, 
- the chang'd her tone, and — but this is 
got all the ſecret of theſe two pictures, 
fays ſhe, and I ſhall take care to go no far. 
ther with it. —— Nay, make an end, Bei- 
trice, ſays I, and don't be ſo imprudent, as 

fo begin a ſtory, and leave me in pain, by 
breaking off abruptly. I will know all; 
and what, I Fefeech you, can affect me ſo 
much when krown, as your keeping it 
from me? Prithee, therefore ſpeak : this 

is the third time I bid you; and you have 

no reaſon to deny me your confidence in 
any affair whatever. Beatrice, perceiving 

I would take no refuſal, told me, at laſt, 
that the count, whom I took for my father, 
was not ſo in reality; that my who, Gy who 
came of the ancient family of the f, 
had been made a ſacrifice to the old count, 
who, though very rich, had married her 
without any fortune ; that her parents, who 
delign*d her for the cloiſter, had prevailed 
with her to marry, meerly to be the ſupport 

of her family; that whilſt ſhe was yet at 

her ſather's, the Chevalier C——had fallen 
defperately in love with her; that they en- 

- tertained the moſt tender paſſion for each 
other; that this paſſion laſted two years ; 
that I was born a month before my n 


Mm was married tothe old count; that te, the 
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and brought me up inthe country ; that my 
mother had deccived the old count, by 
making him believe ſhe was with child, in 
a month after they were married; that ſhe 
went on with her pretcnded great belly for 
nine months; that a truſty midwife was then 
employ'd ; that when I was twenty months, 
old, I was carried home, and the old count 
perſuaded, that I was but ten; that the old 
count, believing me to be his own, dandled 
and was very fond of me, calling me big 
heireſ-, and the ſtaff of his old age; and. 
that a nurſe was taken into the houſe. for 
me, where. 1 was kept till my mother's 
death; and then one of my father's ſiſters 
took me with her into a monaſtery. of the 
ladies of St. Frances of Rome. What 1 
tell you, is ſo true, added Beatrice, that 
you need only look upon the Chevalier C---'g. 
picture and your own, to judge of the re- 
ſemblance there is between you. Is not 
that your mouth? Whoſe are hoſe charms. 
ing ull black eyes? There's your forehead, 
and the exact mould of your face. This 
lovely freſh eolour you have of your mo- 
ther, who was n Tour head 
is every bit the Chevalier; and I have 
admired a thouſand times, how it could be, 
that this great likeneſs never inſpired the 
good old count with jealouſy! Tis true, 
continued Beatrice, your mother's marriage 
. obliged 


1 Te L Ir E 
obliged the Chevalier to go and ſerve the 
. . Order of Malta, where he remained n- 
moſt thiee years, and then returned to Na- 
ples with the ſlave Zebina, of whom he 
made a preſent to the counteſs of P— 

„that ſlave was the firebrand which kindled 

ſuch a dreadful flame, that nothirg could 
extinguiſh it, but the death ofthe J. vi lief 
perſons in the world. The biſtory Beatrice 
had given me, left but a flight impreſſion 
upon my mind, by reaſon I conſide red, that 
ſervants are very often guilty of contriving 

- ftories, the better to 1ecommend them t9 

their miſtreſſes, and engage them to make 
them their copfidents and that ſuch old 
ones, eſpecially, as Beatrice, are generally 
good at invention and dreams: but you 
were no ſooner ſhew'd me, but I was ſe:z'd 
with a fit of trembling ; I begun to think 
ſhe had told me the truth ; and was ſo much 
the more confirmed in my belief, in that [ 

| could never conceal the trouble 1 conceived 
4 upon Four Account. | | 
1 What think'ye of the relation J have 
| given ou, dear Colli? added the marchio- 
neſs, with eyes drowned in tears; are you 

5 75 477 or ar you not? May give 

1 05 6 my paſſion, without wounding 

my duty? or muſt I be baniſhed the ſight of 
Fou, for fear of making a hole through it? 
Oh? tell | mg ? why did 2 come de, 
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and, who brought you into this kouſe, to 


make me the happieſt .creatyre of my 
ſex. - HE * 


| heſe expoſtulations were followed with 
ſighs, erough to break the molt 'inſenfible 


heart! The ftory 4 Fad heard had ſtruck 


me dumb; and as | ſtood, wit my eyes 
fixed on the marchioneſs, and did not an- 


ſwer a ſyllable, he asked me again, what 


| thought of her fate? Not ſo bad as my 


own, ſays 1; for I bear all the burden of 
this fatal confidence! Yes! If you are my 
filter, I am dead! Ard "tis impoſſible for 


me to confine my love within ſo narrow 
bounds ! ] love you infinitely; and thoſe 


"ſentiments of tenderneſs that cou'd find de- 
grees in your heart, found none in mine! 
I ſaw you, I ſacrificed all to you as ſoon; 
and my very reaſon, which had always 
ſtood by me, was gone ; think ye, then, 
madam that I am capable of ſo much love 
for a ſiſter? No, no. it muſt be for a more 
common name, that ſuch flames glow con- 


tinually in my breaſt! And, aſſuredly, we 


are tied with the bonds of love, and not 


by thoſe of blood! Beatrice is a wicked 


wretch for inventing that fable! As if it 
were not common, for perſons to be alike, 
without any manner of relation by blood ! 
Beſides, a thouſand natural reaſons will con- 
VInce us, that a + woman may have a 
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child by a busband ſhe does not love, very 
like her gallant, whom the does love ! aud 


ſons, for ſuch kind of inſinvations,. Howe- 
ver, ſince I am undone! What ſignifies it 
for me to keep a ſecret from you, which, 
perhaps, may ſet you to rights in that at- 
s, | 
Beatrice loves me, madam, ſays |; ard 
has given me unqueſtionable proo's of her 
affection. Tis true, ſo far as | judged the 
might be uſeful to me in the raifing my 
fortune, I pretended to anſwer her deſires; 
and this alone induced her to endeavour to 
make me happy, by placing me to ycu; 
but perceiving that I entirely devoted my 
ſelf to your ſervice, and on the contrary, 
ſlighted the demonſtrations ſhe gave me of 
her love, ſhe grew jealous that you were be- 
come ſenſtble, and cou d not forbear telling 
me, that if I regarded any adyances you 
might make me, I ſhould be undane. Leſt 
this ſeem incredible, ſhe has appointed me 
to meet her in Venus-arbour in the garden, 
this very evening, at ten of the clock. If 
you pleaſe to put yourſelf to the trouble 
of coming, you may be a witneſs of our 
diſcourſe, and give credit to nothing but 
what you ſhall hear. 


The marchionels was very much ſurprized 
at this news, and began to be a licks diſ- 
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fruſtful. Take care, ſays ſhe, ſtepping 
away from me, that our converſation take 
no wind: I'll be at the place you mention'd 
juſt now, IT wiſh Beatrice has told me a 
falſhood.! But what ſignifies wiſhing? *Tis 
but too true, that we are united by blood: : 
thought ſo, indeed, when I firſt heard it, 4 
and you have ſo confirmed me in the ops _ 
nion, that you'll find it a hard matter ever 
fo ſhake my faith; ſo that even ſuppoling 
it to be falſe, the time it would take you, 
up to diſſuade me, would 1vfallibly foil 
you ; adieu, remember, at ten of the clock 
to · night; and Oh! that I may*find you to 
be what 1 ought to deſire you. 

| went, from my ladies, directly to 


Beatrice's chamber, where the old beldam 
expected me with as much impatience, as 
Penelope did Ulyſſes, from the ſiege of 
Troy. She had been feveral times, at the 
marchioneſs's door, to liſten, whether we 
had done; and had obſerved us to have, 
deen a long while ſilent, and that we ha 
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him for three hours together, I ought nat 


: iſcougſe; with binn 
® expect any farther aucouge with him | 
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but on the contrary, muſt look upon him as 


our maſter, and; in my turn; delire him to 
uſe his good offices with my lady, in my 


behalf. „ 2 
You have no reaſon to ſay fo, Beatrice, 


_ anſwere I; and how ridiculous is it for 


one of your age, to trouble your head, 
whether I love, or am beloved? or not? 
Ought you not rather to be content with 
my bchaviour towards you? And am net [ 


the ſame to-day, as br have known me 


to be, ever ſince I firſt ſaw you? You may 
find me, now and then, a little cold; but 
you know, there is a time for all thi! gs, 
and every devil has his day; and ſo have 
you. Let us, I conjure you, remain in 
friendſhip, and not torment one another, 
Do you re member the meeting I appointed 
you to-night ? Have gon laid a ſuit in my 
chamber, as I delired ou? Venus arbour, 
remember, ['ll expect you there, and there 
ell ſettle a great many Mairs. 

Beatrice affured me, ſhe thought long 
Ser the time came, and deſired me to ſtay 
for her in the gallery, before I went down 
into the garden. I was ſo impatient to hear 


her account of my birth, and for my lady's 


being undeceived as to that point, by liſten- 
ing, that I haſten'd my ſupper,” and ran in- 


to à corner of the gallery, a full half-hour, 
before the time. The night was not 2 
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by frighting Iacinto; and as] was naturally 


os. N ERR 
who had thus diſguiſed herſelf, leſt any 


body ſhould know her. | 
The marchioneſs was perfectly ignorant 
of my metamorphoſis, and I of hers; and 


as ſhe was naturally fearful, and had reyer 


been at a rendezyous in her life, ſh2 took 
me for a hideous monfter of a woman, and 
fancied I was the marchioneſs her mother- 
in- law's -ghoſt. She made the beſt of her 
way, therefore, to her apartment; but 
going thro? the gallery, ſhe found almoſt 
all the ſervants about the fellow | frighted, 
whom they could not for their lives bring 
to bimſclf. Beatrice was there among the 
reſt, who taking my lady for a page, gave 
her the key of her chamber,” and bid her 
fetch luch and fuch waters. The marchio- 
neſs made no more ado, but readily took 
it, for fear of being diſcovered, and away 
ſhe went to her apartment. Beatrice find- 
the page did not come back, preſently ima- 
gined, that he was tippling the waters him- 
elf, and ſhuffled to her chamber, in a great. 
rage, where, when ſhe ſaw neither page, 
nor key, ſhe made a deviliſh hurricane, and 
ran up and down the houſe, in ſearch of 
the page. Mean time, being in Venus- 
arbour, and hearing a great noiſe in the 
gallery, though at a diſtance, I preſently 
concluded, that I had made the diſt urbance, 


impatient, 
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impatient, and ſaw nothing appeas, accord- 
ing to promiſe, e' en returned to my cham- 
ber, by a private ſtair-caſe, in order to 
throw off my female 8 3 of 
2 page, and appear in the gallery, amo 
thn. for — being ſuſ pecked. * 
As therefore, I was going from my cham- 
ber, without a candle, (the night was ex- 
tremely dark) I felt ſomebody take hold of 
my foretop, and immediately after, I was 
Fl ted with ſuch a blow of the chaps, that 
] thoaght they had daſhed my teeth down 
my throat. The blood guſh'd from my 


nole like water out of a pump; and ſoon 


made me look like raw-head and bloody- 
bones. And which, was yet more ſurpri- 
zing to me than all the reſt, I had no ſooner 
received the-blow, but 1 heard ſomebady 
lay, with a hoarſe and angry voice, — give 
me the key of my chamber, you rogue. 
Not knowing any voice, and thinking 1 
might be murdered there -in the dark, 1 
clapt my hand upon my dagger, which we 
are ſcarce ever without, in Naples, and 
drawing the ſame, ſheath'd it in the guts of 
the unfortunate Beatrice, who, anding her 
ſelf wounded, ſcreamed out loud enough 


for me to know her, and ſo gave me warn- © 


ing to. march off the ground, to preyent my 
being diſcovered. 


ice IF LI F ESC 7 | 
The ſtair- caſe, where this unhappy : 


wa 


þ 


wound was given, being near the marchio- 
neſs's apartment, ſhe heard the noiſe, and 
ran to fee what was the matter, taking the 


girl that Jacinto was going to viſit, along 


with her. But, what a diſmal fight was it 
for the pqor lady to behold her governante 
expiring, ant! all of a gore blood; all the 


women that were about her fell a howling, 


and whinneling, and | went and pretended 
to out-do em all in cries and tears; | ap- 
peared all over bloody, and had ſo ſmeor d 
my ſhirt, that | looked as if 1 was ſtabb'd 
in ten places: The mirchioneſs no ſooner 


| ſaw me in that pickle, but ſhe fell into fits, 
-whereupon the women put her and Beatrice 


to bed. I thought it now time for me to go 
to bed too; which 1 did, but had no great 


matter of reſt. 
| was fo griev'd at the accident which 


had happened to my poor lady, that | ne- 
ver once thought ef what ! had done to 


poor Beatrice, 1 durſt not riſe, and go to 


her apartment, by reaſon the ſurgeon that 


was ſent to me, had bled me, and ordered 
me to keep my chamber two or three days; 


but as ſoon as ever it was day, my lady ſent 
to know how 1 did, and bid the maid tell 


me, ſhe would come and ſee me as ſoon as 
ſhe was up. Accordingly, about nine of the 
clock, the and an aunt of hers, who hearing 
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of the noiſe that had happened in the pa- 
lace, came, betimes in the morning, to ſee 
her niece, entered my chamber. T hat lady 
was the count of P——s ſiſter, a rich wi- 
dow, had no children, and perfectly doated 
on the marchioneſs of T. — She ſent con- 
ſtantly, every day, to know how ſhe did, 
and the fe low that came that morning be- 
ing informed, by the ſervants, of Beatrice's 
misfortune, ran directly to his lady, and 
told her the whole ſtory. She immediately 
took coach, and went to her niece's apart- 
ment, to ſee how the did. The marchio- 
neſs was abed, when ſhe came, very much 
indiſpoſed; and having examined lacinto, 
touching the beginning of the fray, they 
could not tell where to fix the murder. 
They went to Beatrice, who was halt-dead, 
and all they could learn of her, was, that 
he was ſtabbed by a page to whom ſhe had 
given the key of her chamber, to fetch 
ſomo waters, to bring Jacinto to himſelf; 
that-ſhe met the page upon the back-ſtairs 
that belonged to my lady's apartment ; and 
that he did it, only becauſe ſhe gave him 
2 little box oꝰ th? ear, for ing ſo long. 

Hereupon the marchioneſs concluded,that 
this was a piece of deſign'd villany. . She 
knew well enough, that ſhe had received 
the key of the chamber from Beatrice, diſ- 
guiſed like a page; but that it was not ſhe 
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chat ſt1bb'd her, Then ſhe began to ſuſ. 
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14 «pet the truth; and having adminiſtered 

[ 8 hat comfort ſhe was able, to poor Beatrice, 
and deſired the ſurgeons, who were to come . 
= to dreſs her wound a ſecond time, to take . 
2 particulag care of her, and ſpare nothing, MW: 
= ſhe orderedy}l the ſervants to be lock'd in,. 
1 in order to be examined, and, in the firſt Mt 


= came with her aunt into my cham: 
ber. That lady had been one of 5 prin- Wt 
ceſs C——*' great cronies, and the only MW: 
confident of the ſecrets of her whole life. Wt 
Among the reſt, that of my birth had been 
entruſted with her, at large; but ſhe knew Me 
nothing at all of the marchioneſs'ss Her {Wa 
great age, and many infirmities, had ob- Nu 
liged her to keep her chamber ſeveral years, Ia 
ſo that ſhe had never ſeen me in her life: 
Nevertheleſs, ſhe had no ſooner caſt her. 
eye upon me, but ſhe ſtarted back, and 
ſcreamꝰd out. The marchioneſs apprehend- 
ed nothing of the real occaſion : but fancy d, 
that, as ſne was very infirm, the fatigue 
had brought ſome pains upon her. She 
1 deſired her to retire to her apartment, and 
* asked me, as ſhe was going out of my cham 
14 ber, whether I was not wounded? And 
whether the ſurgeon, who had: been to ee 
me, found me dangerous ill? Her manner Pe 
of ſpeaking, join'd with her looks, were pn 
enough to convince any one, that ſhe had ; 
TREE. | 1 3 
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mind to talk with me alone; but could find 
no opportunity for't all that day, her aunt 
not leaving her, but finding her employ- 
ment till night, when ſhe went home, and 
deſired the marchioneſs to come and paſs. 4 
the following day in her palace. 4 

Mean time, all the domeſticks were de- 2 
tained priſoners, except a poor wretch, a 
rative of Florence, who, fearing the in- 
tended inquiſition, was run away. As ſoon; 
as it was Known, that he had made his. 
eſcape, the ſuſpicion of the murder fell 
altogether upon him, and the marchioneſs 
was adyiſed to ſet her ſervants at liberty, 


„Hand let the affair take as little wind as poſ- _ 
ble. However, all the forms of juſtice 
r Nuere executed againſt the poor Florentine; 


and ſome of his companions declared, that 
they had ſeen him wipe his bloody dagger, 
and that he ſeem'd to be in a great diſorder 
and confuſion. In a word, nothing was 
neglected to render him as guilty as poſfible, 
d ad to confirm the ſuſpicion occaſioned by A 
n. {Wis Flight. Three days after, he was "= 
ang'd in effigy before the palace; and. = 


ee Beatrice, who died of her wound the day 1 F 
er efore this execution, was lamented, not 


re paly by her miſtreſs, hut generally by all 4 

| a Wie ſervants in the houſe. | 2849/9 — 

nd WY Being obliged to keep my chamber,! 
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days afterwards; Tis true, about eleven 
of the clock at night my lady and her aunt 
had viſited me, the marchioneſs came alone 
into my chamber, and having drawn my 
curtain, and wak'd me, I ww amazed to 
ſee her put her finger upon my mouth, as 
a ſignal for my ſilence She fat down cloſe 
by me, and ſpeaking as low as poſſible, fer. 
fear of being heard by a ſla ve, who look 
after me, and who wa* aſleep in à Aittle 
cloſet juſt by my bed · ſide, ſhe told me, that 
the had long'd, with a great deal of impa- 
tience, to talk with me; that ſhe and! 
were the cauſe of all the misfortunes that 
h ppen'd in the houſe; and, that ſhe ſuſ. 
pected, that poor Beatrice had received her 
deãth's wound from my hand. Aſter this, 
the related to me, how ſhe had ſeen lacinto 
in the gallery, how ſhe had diſgtitsd her 
ſelf, and how ſhe was frighted by 4 ſpirit, 
as ſhe was going by Venus-arbour. Then, 
having intormed me of Beatrice's miſtake, 
in giving her the key of the chamber, ſhe 
concluded, with aſſuring me, that we mul! 
think of parting, before the marquis came 
* home; that ſhe was ſenfible, the world 
would give an ugly turn to an accident of 
that nature; that the marquis, who was of 
a wicked and malicious temper, would take 
hold of that opportunity, to be reveng 
of her indifference ; that, indeed, the coul 
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expoſed to his teſentment; that I muſt 


where I hal a mind to be, to the end the 
might continue to lend me her aſſiſtance. 

[ was about a quarter of an hour, before 
| made any anſwer to ſuch a dreadful pro- 
poſal! The foreſight of the blow that 
threatned me, quite deprived me of my 
ſenſes ! But, at laſt, I made a ſhift to whine 
out the following exprefſions! —— You 
would have me, then, go from you, ma- 
dam! Ah! Who is it brings me fo ſevere 
an order? Is ic you? or, is it one of the 
infernal furies? Alas! dear madam ! whi- 
ther would you ſend me? or, where would 
you expoſe me? Why didn't you rather 
deliver me into the hands of juſtice, to be 
executed inſtead of the Florentine in effigie ! 
But it is time for me to ſurrender myſelf, 
and own, that I am the man that murdered 
Beatrice! Yes! Twas I. that ſheath'd my 
dagger in her bowels ! And tho” ] did it in 
my on defence, taking her for a thief that 


bad made me all over bloody; and tho” I. 
e am heartily. griey'd, that I did not know 
r that unfortunate woman, whom I ought to 
) 


ges ſo many circumſtances of malice and 
date, that I will force em to take away a 
ES. 1 _ 


225 as long as I live, I will tell the 


therefore, think of a retreat, and tell her 
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life, that is a burden to me, ſince I can no 
longer employ it in your ſervice, but am 
bid to leave you, and flee your preſence! 
Ah, Beatrice, how is your death doubly 
ee, e le the murderer, by this molt 
exquiſite piece of cruelty! No: I am, by 
no means, capable of obeying your orders, 
and you command a __ in vain, which 
15 not in my power to perform. 
I perceive, ſays the marchioneſs, that 
you are not prudent, and that I have made 
you too-familiar ; but Colli, you mult have 
more wit; and 'tis not now time to ul 
you muſt go, and you muſt go very ſpeedi. 
ly too; you owe me this act of obedience; 
and | will endeayour to make you amends 
for the ſubmiſſive manner you ſhall do it in. 
Do you think, I have a mind to fend you 
away, never to ſee you more? I muſt fi 
i bid adieu to love and nature, you ſhall be 
0 always dear to me, I promiſe you; and I 
take care, you ſhall want for nothing 2 
| long as I live. *Tis only to ſecure myſelf 
from the inſults and affronts of a brutil 
husband, that I do this; and becauſe | 
would not be in continual fear for you; i 
tell him, you defired leave to go to Rome, 
to meet him, and give him an accoupt what 
| had befallen poor Beatrice: mean time, i 
_ conſult with my aunt, which way you had 


| beſt go, and what aſyle is moſt converien. 
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as well for your ſafety, as for your ſending. 
me news of your health. , 

was forced to yield to theſe arguments 
of my lady, and began to be petſuaded, 
that l muſt not expect to live, if the mar- 

uis, who was expected home in three or 
— days, ſhould be once inſormed, that 1 
was the occaſion of all that diſturbance. All 
the domeſticks bore me a mortal grudge 
a' ready, and the chamber maid, who was 
lacinto's miſtreſs, told a thouſand tales of 
my lady's carriage towards me. She even 
inſinuated to her fellow ſervants, that it 
muſt needs be me that kill'd the old gover- 
nante, by the mark 1 had of a box oꝰthꝰ ear. 
So that, at laſt, I reſolved to do juſt as the 
marchioneſs would have me. As ſoon, 
therefore, as it was light, I run to Roſalia's 
lodgings, and told her all that had bap- 
pened, and that I was going away. The 
poor girl was extremely ſurprized to hear, 
that I muſt-leaye Naples; for ſhe loved the 
place entirely, and had kept herſelf chaſt, 
ever ſince my preferment, by the continual 
ſupport I gave her. My.-flight made her 
deſperate, and when ſhe conſidered ſhe was 
now going to want my help, and had no- 
thing now to live upon,ſhe would fain have 
laid violent hands upon herſelf, and no lon- 
ger ſurvive her diſgrace, I comforted her 
as wall ae I could, deg her not to aban- 
+ 7345 5 CHIEN | 2 | 
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don herſelf to deſpair, and promiſing her 
to do all I could to make her eaſy; and to 
Treyent her falling into neceſſity, by getting 
er a pare at the marchioneſs'ss All the 
uneaſineſs] had at this juncture, was, that 
the count of P——, who went very often 


to the marchionel(ss, might happen to meet 


Kofalia, in her lady's apartment, and not 
think well of a courtiſan's ſerving a lady 
of diſtinction. Troubled at this thought, 
J returned to the palace, in the evening, 
after having ſpent the day in viſiting ſome 
of my friends in town, whom ! told, that 

T was going to Rome. ' Underſtanding, 
when I was got home, that my lady call'd 


for me, ran to her apartment, and found 


ſeveral ſervants with her, before whom ſhe 
declared, that fhe delign'd to fend me to 


meet her ſpouſe, then upon his return to 


Rome; art that F muſt make all poſſible 
diligence, in fittiag out, for that l maſt be. 

in my journey the next morning. I made 
1 4 low bow, and went to my chamber, 
6. pack up my things, and wait fer à pri- 
vate converſation with the marchioneſt. 
Nor did the marchioneſs much tire my pa- 
tience; for as foon as ever the had got rid 
of ben women, fhe — | — aſſured me, 
that all things were ready for my voyage; 
that there 9 a barqqq in the 08 20200 
to fail for Mata f ſhe had a - 

8 - 
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ſend me to that iſland, with letters of re- 
commendation to the grand- prior O, 
brother of the princeſs who had brought 
me up, and my father's uncle, and alſq 
ſome memoirs relating to my birth and- 
deſcent, The marchioneſs's aunt had been 
and was ſtill, the beſt friend the grand- 
prior had in the world. The letters t wag 
charged with on the part of that lady were, 
therefore, ſufficient credentials; and as tis 
a privilege of that illuſtrious family, for 
their natural children to be admitted inta 
the order of Maltha, I began to fancy my 
ſelf already, a knight of that name. The 
marchioneſs gave me her picture ſet round: 
with diamonds, and a purſe of five hundred 
piſtoles, and aſſured me, ſhe would act in 
concert with her aunt, in the raifing my 
fortune. L,remember, the old lady 1400 
mentioned, when I took my leave of her, 
embraced. me, and ſaid, | muſt loſe you 
then, juſt as I begin to know you! The 
princeſs C gave me your picture, when 
you was in the ſeminary at Rome; and the 
only reafon I fcream'd out, when IL firſt | 
ba you at my niete's, was, becauſe I found 
ypouat a time when I could get no manner 
of advice of you! My late illuſtrious friend 
died very full of grief, chat ſhe. could do 
do no god; and I inherit. her good with 
aud afteftidn! Approve yourſelf an honeſt 


man, 


Fr 
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man, and you ſhall have no cauſe to mur- 
mur at your fate! — As I was declaring to 


that lady the infinite obligations ſhe had 
laid upon me, and that I would ſtick to the 


letter of her's and her niece's commands, the 


marchioneſs came to tell me, that a ſlave, 
whom ſhe had to attend me, was gone to 
carry my things on board the . 
Hereupon, with tears in my eyes, I begg'd 
of my good lady, to take Roſalia into her 
houſe, and told her in few words, how 
much I had been beholden to her* She 
commended my aeknowledgment, and de- 


fired her aunt to take her into her ſervice, 


as judging it more convenient ſhe ſhould be 
there, leſt her beauty ſhould ſtrike the mar- 


quis, and occaſion ſome uneaſineſs between 


them, I had but juſt time to write to Ro- 
falia, deſiring her to go and wait on the 
caunteſs of P——, but I had the ſatisfacti · 
on of having · prevented her falling into ex- 


treme want before ſet out. I never was 


lo melancholy and concerned in my life, as 
at that time. I went into the counteſs of 


. P— coach, with eyes drown'd in tears, 
and had no ſooner embarked; ' but we 
, weigt”d anchor. We got out of the har- 


bour in an hour's time, which was about 
nine of the clock of 5 morning, St. 
Francis's day. Having failed. about three 
or four leagues, by fayout/of a fide __ 


4 
of 
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the wind chopped about, at two in 
the afternoon; ſo that we were forced to 
bolt to and again till night, when we caſt 
anchor, and lay by, being then about four- 
teen miles from Naples, off of ' cape Pali» 
nure. ITY 

The wind continuing contrary all night, 

I grew weary of the hip and the coaſts 
promiſing very fair for ſport, I went to our 
captain, and engaged him to go on ſhoar 
with me, to ſee if we could make no uſe 
of our fowling-piecess We went a great 
way up into the foreſt, till, at laſt, the 
walk we were in led us to a very regular 
caſtle, for its fortifications both of art and 
nature. We had no ſooner got ſight of this 

caſtle, but ſome touncey-follaine came u 
to us, and asked us, what was our bulinet; 
there? and whom we wanted ? we anſwer'd 
'em, that being obliged, by contrary winds, 
to caſt anchor upon their coaſts, we had 
landed, to admire the beauty of the place, 
and as we came thro” the Foreſt, we at laſt, 
eſpied chat caſtle, which we thould be very 
glad to ſee. Then I deſired one of the 
clowns, who ſeem'd to me to have the moſt 
reaſon and good manners, to let me ſpeak 
to the owner of the caſtle. He replied, 
that the owner was a great lord of Naples, 
that never came there but once a year, and 
that in che ſpring; but that the marchioneſs 
* Was 
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I was arrived there about an hour azo, and 
3 was gone to bed, being-fatigu'd with her 
| journey, which ſhe Fad made in the night, 


| As my dear lady was never out of my 
[1 mind, I could not hear the word marchid. 
| neſs named, but preſently I took it to be 
my lady, as if no body elſe had deſerved 
that tit e: I enquired after name; and tho 
the ruſticks told it me twenty times over, 
aſter their barbarous manner, they ſo mur- 
dered it, that I had not the leaſt notion 
thereof. Upon this I pray'd the captain to 
ſtay a little, while 1 paid my xeſpects to 
the lady; but, bow was I confounded at 
the ſight of the marchionefs of T ; 
I threw my ſelf at her feet, and would fain 
have kifs'd *em, The captain, who was an 
eye-witneſs of my bebaviour, imagined | 
had loſt my ſenſes, and could think no o- 
ther of my extravagances.. On the other 
hand, the marchioneſs was ſo amazed to 
lee me there, that ſhe could neither ask me 
what I did in her caltle, nor what accident 
had brought me thither. At laft, both re. 
covering from our ſurprize, ſhe conducted 
me into her cloſet, where, after I had given 
her an account of my voyage, the aſſured 
1 me, that as ſoon as I was gone, ſhe received 
'B an expreſs from the marquis, ordering het 
to go and whit for him at Palinure, where 
| the expected him in a few days; and ** 
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he ſet out immediately, as well in point of 
duty, as to ſooth the melancholy the con- 


ceived upon my account. be $2 
I look*'d upon this order from the mar- 
quis, as a very bad omen! and aſſured my 
lady, that 1 was apprehenſive, ſome malici- 
ous perſons had inſtill'd ill notions into my 
lord's head, with ſeſpect to her; and that 
he was reſo ute enough, to have a deſign 
upon her life; which ſcem'd to me the more 
probable,” in that he had ordered her to this 
place of retirement, where ſolitude might 
increaſe his il humour. *Tis all one to me, 
ſays ſhe; I fear nothing; | have loved you 
ro other wiſe than as a brother, and there- 
fore my conſcien.e is very eaſy as to that 
matter. *Tis true, any body that knew all 
the ſecret ſteps 1 have taken, to inform my 
ſelf of the ti uth, ard to converſe with you, 
might be apt to cenſure me; but 1 could 
nt ſorbear do'ng as | did; and tis owing 
to my ſtars, that ever I erred, in the leaſt, 
from my Yuty. Beſides, no creature in the 
world knew any thirg of my affection ſor 
you, except Beatrice ;-and indeed her know- 
ledge of it gave me ſome unealineſs, Not 
but that my fear of her, 1 dare ſay, was 
very ill-grounded; by reaſon 1 always 
found her the diſcreeteſt perſon I ever met 
with. Thus am 1 ready to receive my lord 
No 6. - Q without 
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without a thought of being queſtioned by | 
him, about you. us 41 
She added, that as ſoon as I was gone 


from her aunt's, they both went into her 


cloſet, and that there having found my 
Picture in a frame of filagreen-wrought 
gold, ſhe asked for it, and with much ado, 
. ®brained it; that upon ſight of that picture, 
the counteſs of P —— had told her all the 
particulars of my life, and confirm'd all 
that Beatrice had ſaid, except what related 


to the trick her mother had put upon the 


old count of P——, in pretending ſhe was 
his child. Our converſation having laſted 
till three of the clock in the afternoon, the 
weather then changed, and the captain ſent 
me word, that he could tarry no longer, 
for it was high time we were aboard. That 
fort of men are but one degree better than 
brutes, and will be obey'd without contra- 
diction. So, conſidering I could not help 
myſelf, I took 2 leave of my lady, with 
a thouſand proteſtations of an inviolable 
friendſhip, and rejoined my captain, who 
told me he'd engage to land me in the iſle 
ok Maltha, in leſs than four and twenty 
hours, if the wind continued. The ſhip's 
crew had expected our return with great 
impatience, and we were no fooner em- 
barked, but we ſet ſail for Meſſina, 5 
ICS | p ace 


Sie nor ROZELLI 133 
ace we · di ſcoveted the next morning, as 
aon as twas light, We were becalm'd be- 
tween the fare of Meſſina and the iſle of 
Lipari, and lay by, expecting the noon- 2 
breeze, which riſes when the fun is in th = 
height of its courſe, Mean while, ch#2 
whole crew betook themſelves to paſs aua 
the time, by telling of ſtories. Some re- 
lated the dangers they had gone thro* by 
ſea : Others diſcours'd of trade and mer- 
chandizing ; and others, again, »diverted 
themſelves by leg their dreams: I was 
the only filent perſon in the ſhip, who, 
having a book in my hand, took no man- 
ner of” notice of their fooliſhralk. Ametli, 
the ſlaye the marchioneſs had given me, 
made one among *em, and was as buſy with 
his tongue as the beſt of em; for in thoſe 
places, they are glad to hear any diverting 
ſtory, without regarding the perſon that 
tells it. This flave, who was a merry, fa- 
cetious fellow, and a Frank by nation, told 
'em, as well as he could, in his Frank 
tongue, that he had dreamt, that he was 
free, and that his maſter was a ſlave in his 
place; that he had carried him into his 
country, where his mother and brother 
were very glad to ſee him; that they had 
' obliged him to lie with his maſter ; and, 
that the next day he met with one of his 
liſters that had been in the Seraglio at Con- 
_ 4 ſtantinople 
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Baseivepla- whom he had never ſeen in his 
life, but of whom his mother had ſpoke 
to him very often, He added a thouſand 


* other rarticulars of his dream. Scarce had 
be made an end of his ſtory, but we were 
ſurprized by a Turkiſh brigantine, who 


ame upon us unawares; and, after havin 

chain'd us, they took all we Jad that was 
worth taking, ſet fire to our barque, ſail'd 
for Zante, and ariived at Patres, in two 
day 8. 1 ſhall not trouble my readers with 

an account of what we did to defend ou: 
ſelves, for which we bad ro time, the 
Turks being aboard of us, beſore we per- 
celv'd 'em. All I cou d a was, to hide 
the marchioneſs's picture, and to abandon 
my equipage, in which they found ſo much 
money, that they gave me the worſt treat- 
ment, to make me propole a ra: ſom. A- 
metli was the only perſon pleas'd with this 


- unfortunate adventure. He preſently made 


himlelf known ta the captain of the bri- 
gantine, whom to his great bappineſs, he 


found to be his mother's brother. Ametli 


had been taken. by the gallies of Maltha, 


when he was about twelve years of ace. At 


thirteen or fourteen, the chains were- put on 


him, and he was expoſed to ſale to the 


; merchants of Naples, who. deal in men's 


the old marchioneſs R 


fleſh. Being young, and very. well nd 
im, and be 
had 
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bad been in her palace twelve or thirteen 
years, when the marchioneſs m.de me a 
preſent cf him, to attend me to Maltha. 
He was one of the jollieſt fellows that ever 
met with, and, at the ſame time, a very 
induſtrious ſlave. All the while I was in 
the marchioneſs's houſe, he was ſo over- 
officious to ſerve me, that he was jealous, 
if any other flave did any thing for me. He 
was overjoy'd, when his lady told him, the 
had given him to me, and that if he took 
care of me, ſhe would give him his liberky, 
upon my return, which would be in a fey 
years. The hopes of his libe: ty made him 
o very ſtudious to oe me, that I never 
had occaſion t6 make the leaſt complaint of 
him. His firſt Care, after he had made 
himſelf known, was to cauſe one of my 
ſuits of cloaths. to be returned me, and to 
rid me of the chain that bound my hands 
behind me. He told me, he was not able 
to obtain my liberty of his uncle, who was, 

28 | ſaid before, captain of the brigantine; 
but that. we were going to Petras, where 
he was born and bred, and where his mo- 
ther and one of his brothers ſtill lived; 
and that he would make my ſlavery ſo eaſy 
that I ſhould quite forget Naples. I thank'd 
dim for his extraordinary civility, and de- 
lired him not to ſuffer me to be ſent away 
Irom him, nor fold to the merchants of 


Con- | 
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Conſtantinople; by reaſon, I told him, 
'twould be much eaſier for me to ſend to 
my lady from the Morea, than from Rc, 
mania; aſſuring him, that I ſhould never 
be unmindful of the obligations he would 
lay upon me, by granting my requeſt in 
that particular. He ſwore, that 1 ſhould 
be ſatisfied of his good offices; and the 
truth is, he was as good as his word : For 
the change of his fortune, upon his delive- 
rance from bondage, made none at all i 
his mind, nor ever took from his 2cknoy- 
ledgments towards me. And he was 2 
Turk, not ſo Turkiſh upon ſuch an occa- 
fion, as a great many Chriſtians, who are 
humble enough in e but in the lea! 
Ok perity, grow intolerably inſolent, and 

orn to look upon their beſt friends. 

As ſoon as we were arrived, the Turkiſh 
captain went to give the governor of the 
town an account of his prize, and of the 
number of ſlaves he had taken. We were 
immediately ordered into a Baſar, which 1s 
a kind of market-hall for that inhumane 
traffick. Tis the cuſtom of that country, 
to be expoſed to ſale quite naked, without 
any regard to the modeſty of women, 0! l 
the deference they ought to have even for 
nature: But Ametli did not fave me the 
ſhame of appearing in that condition, but 

procured me to be bought by his mother 
CAE ae on") | | a 
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and went with me to the Baſar, to ſhew me 
the miſery of my companions. I was then 
in my own cloaths, and it was with regret 
that Ametli came and told me, I muſt yie d 
to my bad fortune, and put on a white 
dreſs, as a mark of my flavery. This be- 
ginning did not ſeem very hard to me; I 
took the habit they aſſignid me, with all 
the tranquillity imaginable, and made o 
manner of comp aint. My miſtreſs, who 
was a comely gent lewoman, about fixt 

Years of age, a muſſulman and perſectly 
bigotted to the ſuperſtitions of the laws of 
Mahomet, had me into the garden, and 
ordered me to take care of the flowers, of 
which the was a great admirer. Her eldeſt 
ſon was the famouſeſt corſair of the coun: 
try, and his wife and two women ſlaves 
lived at his mother's. One of thoſe ſlaves 
was a native of Provence, and the other of 
Meſſina; both very handſome, and very 
witty, Tho' it is very dangerous for ſlaves 
to ſpeak to their maſter's wives, whether 
lawful, or otherwiſe, J found means to talk 
with the Provencale, who gave me the fol- 
lowing account of her ſlavery. © 620 
She liv'd at Marſeilles, with an aunt, to 
whom her parents, at their death, had 
committed the charge of her Education; 
and ſhe always had a ſhare in the acts of 
Devotion and abſtinence. When ſhe was 
3 | about 
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about. fifteen or ſixteen years of age, 
captain of a gally, whoſe name was M 
hrit told her the was handſome. Gabricle 
(for that was her name) made the defence 
common to her ſex; but the captain ſocn 
brought her to real n, aſſuring her, that 
her aunt did wrong to her fortune, by bring- 
ing her up in retirement and Ignorance. | 
never knew a handſome woman without a 
tincture of vanity, and there is hardly any 
beauty but expects to be happy. She 
hearken'd to the leſſons of that dangerous 
maſter, and ſoon became a molt 'perfe 
miſtreſs. It was late before the aunt dif 
covered this commerce; and G brielle ha- 
ving been at ſeveral matches, with her lo- 
ver, 1n the country, had eaten a fruit there 
which did not agree with her; inſomuch 
that ſhe was obliged to eave her aunt's, 
and to go to her lover's eſtate, near Beſier 
in Languedoc. 

She unfortunately choſe to go by fea, for 
expedition-ſake; and a wind from lad 
blowing very hard, (which is common in 

the — of Lions) they were forced to run 
before the wind all night. and found them- 
ſelves, the next morning, by break of day, 


upon the coaſts of Barbary, An Algerine, 
with whom the French were at war, took 
the barque, and ten perſons that were on 
board her, and carry'd 'em into Algiers N 
* | an 
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ſuffered to ſpeak to me, ſhe found means to 
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and Ametli's brother having put into that 
harbour to refit; Was invitèd to dine with 
his old friend the Alzerine, who, as the 
manner of the Turks je, offered him pre- 
ſents, and gave him the moſt beautiful of 
his flaves. Gabrielle, tho* with child, 
pleas'd che Grecian beſt, and was carried to 
patras, and. preſetited to Ametl's mother, 
who received © her with great marks of 
friendſhip, and treated her; ever after, with 
extraordinary civility. This ſtory the told 
me about a week after I had been in the 
ſame houſe with her, at a time when our 
maſter and · miſtreſſes were gone to prayers, 
on the evenirg of the Vigil of one of their 
holidays. "x ELL OP 
One day, as ſoon as I had watered my 
flowers, I ſit down upon a graſs-plot, ru- 
minating upon the ſadneſs of my fate, and, 
at laſt, pull'd out the marchioneſs's picture 
from under my armpit, where A 
earried it; and having conſidered it very 
attentively, I was touch'd to the quick at 
the remembrance of the original, and of 
my own misfortunes. Aſen's wife, who 
perceived me from 4 window, Was very 
curious to know what I had in my Au 1 
and ſuſpected ic might be ſome jewels of 
great yalue, and that I was a 'man of a 
diſtinguiſn'd character. As ſhe was not 
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put on Gabriel's cloaths, and being told by 
that ſla ve, where ſhe ſometimes talk'd with 
me, ſhe went thither fo ſeaſonably, that as 
I was going to the Bagno, the place in 
which all the lives in the town were ſhut 
up, ſhe took hold of me, and told me, ſhe 
wanted the jewels hid, which it I would 
not deliver up by fair means, I ſhould by 
foul 3 and that, therefore, I had beſt to do 
it, witkout making a noiſe ; adding, that 
*twas as much as my life was worth to 
complain, or ſo much as ſpeak of this ad- 
venture. 

All that I could do, was, to take the 
opportunity of the dusk, to ſecure the pic- 
ture, and give her the box; I aſſured her 
withal, that I was extremely glad thoſe 
jewels had fallen into ber bands; and that 
if I could have done it without a crime, | 
| had prefented her with 'em long before. 
She thank'd me very civilly, and gave me, 
in return, a ſtring of ten cryſtal beads, 
which the Turks make uſe of at their 
prayets. They were ſtrung upon a gold 
wire, and enrich'd with-a ring fet round 
with very fine Turcgis-ſtones. That loſs did 
not much diſtub me, who was overjoy d 
- that I had kept the picture of my dear lady. 
I neither reflected on the loſs of the box, 
nor on the preſent Aſen's wife had made 
me; but wrapt up the picture in one _— 
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of my e till the next day, when | 
got a goldſmith to make me a ſilver box, 
which coſt me one and thirty Medins, or 
nine French Livres; to pay for which, | 
bad ſold my firing of beads, and had ſome 
money left, which 1 laid out upon a little 
lin: en, which 1 very much wanted, by 
reaſon my cheſts had been plundered, and 
nothing at all left me. Tho' my condition 
was pretty ealy; | found it much tore 
unpleaſant than ſlaviſh ; becauſe | was de- 
prived of the pleaſure of going out, either 
to get money, or contrive my eſcape. 1 
was confin'd all day, and melancholy began 
to appear in my countenance. My ſtomach 
was quite gone, and the Negro that uſed 
to bring me my victuals, perceiving 1 did 
not eat, but fell away, acquainted my old 
miſtrets with it, who immediately ſent for 
me, to examine into the cauſe of my me- 
lancholy. I was conducted into her apart- 
ment, where 1 found her upon a rich bed 
of yellow velvet thick laced with ſilver. 
As old as ſhe was, ſhe had all the majeft 
of a queen; and 1 fancy'd, that I could 


lee, in her oe, the 1 ſeen 
in the f 


mother, 
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No ſooner, therefore, had I caſt my eyes 
upon that venerable old woman, and ſhe 
told me, in the Frank tongue, ſhe wanted 
to know the occaſion of my grief, but! 
ſhed ſuch a ſhawer of tears, that it was im- 
poſſible for me to anſwer her one word. She 
bid me riſe; (for l was upon my knees, 
when ſhe receiyed me) and come near her; 


which having done, ſhe took me by the 


band, and told me, I owght not o give 5 


| po like that employ, ſhe deſired me to tell 
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to obey her, that I could no longer conceal 
the cauſe of my prieft——Alas! Madam, 
ſays I, after 1 had taken fome ſpirit, before 
| declare to you the occaſion of my ſorrow, 
tell me, I conjure you, whether eyer you *' 
had a daughter? and, if ſhe bad your aire 
and, ar your daughter was not taken 
by the gallies of Maltha, in company with 
the ſultaneſs Zaide, who was going to yilit 
out propbet's tomb? Ah! Chriſtian] cries 
Azemire, (for that was my miſtre ſsꝰs name] 
what did you ſay! and, wheretore com'it 
thou hither, to renew the pangs, whichthe 
pace of twenty years has not been able to 
rid me of! Ah! Poor Zebina! Art thou 
dead! Speak! Chrittian ! Did ſhe eygr em- 
brace your errours ! Or forget the duty ſhe 
ow'd to God, to Mahomet, andto dg, 
Oh! How, many times, did I oppole that 
cuſed voyage] Heaven bad given me that 
lovely girl to be the comfort of my old age. 
and I bad enjoy d the pleaſure of ber pretty 
company till the was eighteen ! Then, al.s ! 
one of, my intimate friends, who. had the 
goal faypur af pleaſing the king of kings, 
our invineible emperor, upon the death of 
her conſqrt, would needs go to Mecca, and 
took my daughter along with her, deſigning 


naa her return, to di ſpoſe af het ta a haſſa 
of her acquaintance. 
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- Every body knows the unhappy fate of 
that illuſtrious caravan: Her pious inten- 
tions were cut off by the taking of the ſhip, 
and the ſlavery of all the Muflulmans of her 
retinue! And this is all I know of that cru 
adventure. Orders were immediately iſſud 
for none to ſpeak of it; by reaſon it would 
detract from the grandeur of the Ottoman 
Porte, to have it ſaid; that a ſultaneſs and 
one of the emperor's:ſons were become {laves 
to a Crew of ſorry pirates, who had but a 
nook of land to hide their heads in. Thu 
all perſons were forbid to enquire concern- 
ing their friends or relations, loſt in that un- 
happy diſgrace; and, to this day, I could 
never find any body to talk with about my 
poor Zebina f + | 
Alas! Madam, I reply'd, if you are Ze- 
bina's mother, nobody is more able to give 
vou an account of her than myſeli! And 
tho? I never ſaw her in my life, 1 am fo gon- 
cern'd for her, and have been ſo often told 
how much I was oblig'd to her, that tis 
impoſſible for me ever to forget her. I am 
the ſon of the illuſtrious Grecian, whom 
ou call your daughter ! My birth coſt her 
has life; and you ought the ſooner to be 
rſuaded of the truth of what I ſay, in that 

I always had a real affection for Ametl!, 
her brother! And tho' I am your ſla ve, yet 
upon the ſight of you, I preſently enter. 


tain'd 
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ain'd a reſpect mixt with I know not what 
tenderneſs, which we don't uſe to have for 
our miſtreſſes! Tis true; I never ſaw my 
mother, except in a dream, in which ſhe 
appeared to me at Rome; but her features 
(which I had time enough to obſerve) were 
ſo exactly like yours, that this likeneſs was 
the only cauſe of my grief and melancholy, 
and I was iſhing for an opportunity of in⸗ 
forming myſelf, by your means, of this 
truth, when you were pleas'd to prevent 
me, and , for me into your apartment ! 
The more I look upon you, the more I 
think you my grandmother ;z and even to 
your very language and the found of your 
yoice, all ſeems agreeable to the laſt words 
my mother ſaid to me, in my dream, which 
[ did not underſtand. The old gentlewo- 
man, whole nature was already on fire, 
inding what I told her, to be, in all points 
agreeable to the truth, bid me come to her, 
and embracing me very hard, and calling 
me by a thouſand tender names, of which 
the Greeks are very liberal, ſhe declared, 
that ſhe had likewiſe obſerved in me ſeveral 
of the dear Zebina's features; her mouth, 
der eyes, her make, and a noble knit, in 
which ſhe could never be deceived; that, 
therefore ſince fortune had thrown me into 
he land of the faithful, and not only ſo, 
but in my own family too, I ought to be- 
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tendernefs tor me; than ever ſhe had had fo 


to allow me, at leaſt liberty of conſcience, 


my adored miſtreſs. The flowers, which 

my duty, were now a very - rr diver- 
a 

to do all the heavy work; ſo that I was no 


otherwiſe than as the maſter of the garden. 
Nor did Jever, after that interview, go to 


Ore day; as te war hugely car 


plentiful forttthe,” and to be the comfort of 
her old age; that ſhe had already may 


any of her other children; and} that th; 
Rene ſhe would do me, if I would but be 
Heve her, ſhould exceed my greateſt hopes, 
and mani eſt the love an good will the had 
r 1 
immediately rejected 4 propoſal of that 
nature, and delt my miſtreſs to be pleas 


fince | had unfortunately Toſt that of my 
body: So ſhe preſs'd me no farther upor 
that article; and tho' I was not perſedly 
free, yet my condition received ſach an 2 
N alteration, that I had no other 
rouble upon me, but that of being ſeparz 


4 


marchionefs of 1 — 


ted from the youn 


were left to my care, and made a part of 


. 


fion to me, who had two ſſa ves under me, 


lie in the Baguo again; for my good mil 
treſs furniſhed me a chamber ini one corner 
of the garde, where the came daily. te 
viſit me, and 8 Zebina. 
ing me, | 

Judge 


* 
Z c . 


jadg'd it a fit opportunity to ſpeak to her 
about my ranſom. lam your {lave, ſays 
I, and am very ſeofible, that-all my depen- 
dence is on 121 and that you may, when» 
ever you pleaſe, render me happy; but 
tho* fortune has uſed me ſo. cruelly, by 
chrowing me into trons, has ſhe not, in 
ſome degree, made me amends, by giving 
me my grandmother, even the woman that 
brought forth the mother that bore me, for, 
my miſtreſs! Alas! Madam, how can you 
call me yours, and ſee me in irons? In the 
name of God, in the name of yourſelf and 
of the dear woman, who was formerly the 
object of your love, let me be redeem'd, 
and acquaint my relations at Naples with 
my misfortunes and your generoity! My 
diſcourſe melted my miſtreſs into tears, and 
being myſelf in the ſame condition, we 
were both ſilent for ſom= time. At laſt, 
breaking ſilence, and putting on an air of 
p ide and majeſty, ſhe told me; that, for 
my eaſe, ſhe had not been able to hear me; 
that ſhe had only ſeen my tears; and that 
| knew not how to ſpeak : that therefore, 
ſhe adviſed to get inſtructions; and for that 
end, would ſend me a Dervis, to teach me 
what I was obliged to know; aod that I 
Ought to hearken to him, and to approve - 
myſelf worthy ber blood. As ſhe went out, 
the gaye me a glance mixt with a noble 
| ſtatelineſs 
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ſtatelineſs and tender love: I made her a 
low bow, and found I had ated unwiſely, 
in declaring myſelf ſo openly :s 1 had 
done. 5 yy 
However, my fault was irrecoverable, 
ſince I could no wiſe go from what I had 
ſaid. I curs'd my ill fortune, that had ren- 
dered it impoſſible for me to acquaint thoſe 
with my condition, who had ſome concern 
for it. That evening, inſtead of my ſlaves 
dreſs, they brought me à Turkiſh habit, 
with a little neat turban, I was troubled, 
all night long, with frightful dreams, which 
were too full of whims and extravagancies 
to be related here. Only one thing made 
ſuch an impreſſion upon me, that I could 
never get it out of my head: [ dreamt, that 
I was ſnatch'd\from the embraces of a fine 
young lady, into the arms of a croſs gain'd, 
crabbed, old woman; that the young ore 
reach'd out her hands to me ſeveral times,to 
get me back again; and that ſeeing mylelt 
ſeparated from her by a broad river, I would 
fain have abandoned my old guide, and 
returned to my en ; that for 
that purpoſe, ſhe held out to me a large 
vlive-branch, to facilitate my paſſage, but 
I could not make uſe of that afhiſtance; 
and, that uſing all my endeayours to over- 
take her, Og rid myſelf from the old 
crab's importunities, I wak'd ſo fatigued 
C4 2 SHES, an 
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and tired, that I had not power to. get out 
„„ ee 

It was already very late, and the ſlaves 
who uſed to work with me in the Tenn, 
had waited about an hour, when the Dervis 
came, according to my miſtreſs's promiſe. 
He asked me after my two companions, 
who were ſitting at my chamber - door, and. 
fearing, that I was ſick, he knock'd- at the 
door, and commanded me to riſe. I made 
ſhift to obey him, with much ado, and go- 
ing to put on my uſual habit to appear de- 
cently before the Deryis, I was very much 
ſurprized to ſee, that they bad changed 
my white robe for a Turkiſh dreſs. I took 
care not to dreſs myſelf in that garment 
by reaſon that alone would have convicted 
me of apoſtatizing, and I had afterwards 
been impal'd alive, if 1 would not profeſs. 
the Mahometan religion: I choſe, there- 
fore, to open the door only in my ſhirt, and 
get into bed again, and deſire the Dervis to 
excuſe me, for appearing before him with 
ſo little reſpect; but that, being fick, I 
hop'd he would forgive me that crime. He 
reply'd, that he heartily forgave me, and 
was ſorry for my illneſs; that, however, 
he was come to adminifter remedies both 
for body. and ſoul; and, that if I would 
hearken to him, and follow his advice, [ 
| e 
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ſhould, e'er long, be one of the happieſt men 
upon earth, diy eg 

| The all-good, al'- great, all-merciful 
Lord, fays he, has ſhewn mercy tg his poor 
ſlave and vouchſafed to take him out ef the 
furnace of tribulations and ſufferings, to 
bring him into the lard of the believers, [ 
am come hither to inſtruct him in the truth 
of his law, which was formerly revealed 
to our great prophet, which has been tranſ- 
mitted and confirmed to us by miracles 
without number, and which promiſes to all 
ſuch as ſhall obferve it faithfully, infinite 
pleaſures, in the abundance of delicious 
wines that we ſhall drink in the other lite, 
in the beauty and love of women, im a per- 
aden youth, and an unchangeable yigour ! 
aappy, thrice happy are thoſe, who are 


bor in the boſom of che molque ! who 
are influenced by the truths of the Alcoran! 

and who have never imbib'd the ridiculous 
- fuperſtitions of the Jews, the fooliſh Ima- 
ginations of the Gentiles, nor the whimlies 
and extrayagancies of the Chriſtians z open 
your eyes to the light, Luzaſem, for the 
Dervis, who knew not my own, gave me 
that name, which ſignifies, conducted to 
the truth, open your eyes and your ears, 
and be not a rebel to the voice of the blood, 

which ſpeaks to you from-God, and from 
our great prophet Mahomet. i 


WV. 


| 
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Tf at the time that this ridiculous Dervis 
entertained me with ſuch a gallimawfry, I 
durſt have laugh'd out, I thould have done 
it very heartily ; and indeed, it had been 


impoſſible*for me to forbear, but that I 
called to mind all the calamities that had 
ever be allen me, and the diſmal circum- 


ſtances of my preſent condition. I knew, 
by my converſation with the people of Eu- 
rope, and others, how dangerous it was, for a 
ſlave to receive the propofitions of a Turk, 
without reſpect and attention; and there- 
fore, having dreſs'd myſelf, I made a low 
bow to my Mahometan divine, and aſſured 
him, that | had a great reſpect for his per- 
ſon, and for thoſe that ſent him to diſcourſe 
with me; but that I was ſo unfit, in my 
preſefit circumſtances, to hearken to any 


thing that concerned religion, that I knew 
not what anſwer to make him; that, in- 


deed, I lov'd to know the truth,- but that 
an entire liberty of body and mind was al- 
together neceſſary to drive away the ſuſpi- 
cton, either of fear or intereſt. So, content- 


ing myſelf with the Theſes of divinity al- 


ready imprinted in my mind, I told the 
Turk, that it was a ſhame to their ſe, to 
preſs poor ſlaves to change their religion; 
that the trouble they gave themſelves upon 
that ſcore, rendered 'em contemptible in 
the fight of all good men; that a change of 


heart 


% 
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heart can't come but from the price 
of the mind; and that the mind can't be en- 
lightned, but by a light from above; that 
when a ſlave, from a Chriſtian became a 
Mabometan, it was either owing to his 
fear of ſſavery, and the hardſhips it ties 
him down to, or becauſe he delired ſuch 
. pleaſures and enjoyments, as he could not 
hope for in his deplorable condition ; that 
ttherefore, as thee two motives were not 
noble enough to perſuade a reaſonable man, 
a change that proceeded from ſuch cauſes 
was ſo far from. deſerving rewards, that it 
was even criminal; that I muſt be-firſt con- 
vinced, that Mahomet was ſent from God 
to give his laws to mankind, and that the 
chriſtian religion was not more holy, and 
more conformable to right reaſon, than all 
the other religions together; that if he him- 
ſelf would but hearken to me in his turn, [ 
would prove to him, in few words, that he 
was more a ſlave than I, tho' in the midſt 
of the ſeeming liberty he enjoy'd; and that 
as for me, notwithſtanding my heavy load 
of irons, I thought myſelf much happier, 
and enjoy'd more tranquillity, than the 
Turks, who fancied themſelves the hap- 
pieſt people upon earth  __ 
The Dervis, who had liſten'd to me with 
an admirable patience, aſſured me, that he 


expected ſuch an anſwer as I had Font 
| im; 
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him; but that he was not baulk'd at tha 
beſides, added he, I promiſe myſelt {.-- > 
from the Mahometan blood that run; 

our veins; which blood will work its <i- 
fe, in God's time, and that of our great 
prophet: J leave you, with hopes of ſeeing 

ou again, very ſpeedily : May the dew of 
. whiten your ſoul, ſullied with ſtrange 
opinione, as it whitens the gawſe and linnen = 
deligned for the Turbans which cover the 
heads ot. the wiſeſt emperors in the world; 
adieu, Luzaſem! I hope you'll return to 
me.. | 

[ tarried alone, after that viſit, till one of 
the clock in the afternoon. Then one of 
the ſlaves, that worked with me in the gar- 
den, brought me a d ſh, wherein there was 
ſome fleſh, and a quarter of a boil'd fowl, 
with a little bread, a pot of coffee, and 
ſome dry ſweetmeats. This ſervice. which 
was preſented me with a great deal of re- 
ö pect, very much ſurprized me; for till then 
t | uſed to find a great loaf, ſome pulſe, 
with ſalt-fiſh, or boil'd beef, which was 
7 
- 


+ he ec Town ads $9 — _ C2: [ﬀ\w 2 = . df !¹Ill ¶ ũͤoñ as 47 a 


laid in my window at the hours of Veſpexs; 
and in the evening I had nothing but bread 
and a bit of ſorry cheeſe made of goats- milk. 
| was afraid, they had a mind to make me 
bglieve, that I was, ipſo facto, a Turk, and 
that, at laſt, I had conſented to all they 
had asked of me. With this thought, 1 

got 
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got up, and wrapping my blanket about 
me, told the ſlave, he was miſtaken; that 
I had already eaten the beans which were 
laid in my window; and, that, therefore, 
he might take the pains to carry back that 
meſs to the perſons, who commanded him 
to bring it to me. | 
The ſlave did as | bid him; and about 
four of the clock, my grandmother came 
into my chamber, and, calling me by the 
name the Dervis had given me, told me! 
was unwiſe, and that ſhe would make me a 
Muſſulman, whether I would or no. As 
It was Yate, and 1 was, before, extremely 
fallen away, thro' grief, and the abſtinence 
] had lived in for ſeveral days, 1 was ſeiz'd 
with a weakneſs, which _ away my fen- 
ſes. This fo alarmed my miſtreſs, that ſhe 
called for help. Hereupon, her daughter- 
m-law, whoſe jealouſy had drawn her into 
the garden, came running with her two 
flaves, and were amazed to ſee their old 
miſtreſs leaning over my face, and ſhedding 
tears like one 1n deſpair. Without ſtaying 
to make unprofitable reflexions, they en. 
deavoured, by all methods, to yield relief 
to my ſad condition; applying, for that 
end, the moſt precious effences; for the 
true Muſſulmans have no wine in their hou- 
ſes. At laſt, after two hours pain and tor. 
ment, I opened my eyes, and was ſurpriz be 
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to ſee myſelf encompaſg'd with four wo- 
men, all in tears, and three or four men 
running about, to get me up again. „ 
come to myſelf, and perceiving my ol 
mother in tears, ſqueezing one of my handy 
in hers, ſays 1 to her, with a low voice, 
this is not the way to cure me; my illneſs 
proceeds altogether from grief ; you'll have 
nothing of me, but my poor kones, it you 
continue to do as you do; give me my 
ſlaves dreſs again, and don't conſtrain me to 
hate you: Ah, wretch, replied the old wo- 
man, doſt thou affront her thou ought'ſt to 
honour, and canſt thou conceive a deſign of 
hating me, when 1 am come to make thee 
the happieſt man in the world: Doſt think 
we uſe every body as thou art uſed here? 
And if 1 was not greatly concerned for thee 
| ſhould not much trouble myſelf, whether 
thou waſt free or not; but l will have it ſo. 
What haſt thou, then, to fay againſt our 
law, that makes thee deſpiſe it with ſo 
much ſcorn? Or, what findeſt thou ſo great 
and comfortable in thine, that thou ſhould't 
prefer chains do liberty, for its ſake ? Thou 


doſt not yet know all thy misfortunes, Dor 
all my goodneſs! Ungrateful man, as thou 
at! Perhaps, when thou ſhalt underſtand 


that I hindered thee from being impaPd 
alive, thou wilt] entertain the ſentiments 
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word impal'd chill'd all the blood in my 
body; but as I was not conſcious af any 
crime that deſerved ſuch a puniſhment, | 
told her, they might inyent what tormenty 
they pleaſed to take away my life, but that 
I hoped in God, who wauld not ſuffer me 
to be expoſed to ſo exquiſite a torment z and 
that death, of whoſe approach I was ſenſi 
ble, would ſoan deliver me ont of thei; 
clutches. +1 1 
At that inſtant, my fever grew twice az 
violent as before; and I had all the ſymp: 
toms of an approaching death; but my 
grandmother loved me too well to conſent 
to the loſs of me. However, as ſhe would 
not ſeem to flag in her zeal for her religion, 
ſhe judg'd it convenient to diſmiſs her we- 
men, and left me on y the Meſſineze ſlave, 
who being my countrywoman, and ſpeak- 
ing my language; might be more agreeable 
to me than any other perſon. At that mo- 
ment, I had ſo great an indifference for lite, 
that I did not regard hom they had left to 
look after me. Some time havin pep 
with a profound ſilence, Mariolay & M 
ſineze ſlaue, thus beſpoke me: Signor Ne 
politano, penſate a vivere; la morte non e 
perchi non poſſeſſere beato; curate ꝑuro, la 
diberta ſeguitera la ſua ſalute: Signor Nea: 
politan, the of li 7 
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of your recovery, which will be follow'd 
by your liberty. Theſe words ſpoken to 
me in Italian, rowz'd me from my profound 
Reverie; and caſting my eyes on the per- 
ſon that bad uttered 'em, I was extremely 
ſurprized to hear a young woman of two 
45 twenty, handſome, and with the ſweet- 
eſt air in the world; ſay, in her own lan- 
guage, —l thank kind heaven, for placing 
me in this ſtation, during my horrid ſlavery ; 
all that ever | ſery'd before, fince I came 
into this place, vex d me, and drew tears 
from me; bui this of ſcrving one of my own 
countrymen, and alliſting him in his infir- 
mity; is fo agreeable to me, that J fancy I- 
am no longer a ſlave, as often as I conſider, 
| can ſpeak to my countrymen, and relieve 
achriftian in miſery! Ah! Madam! fays], 
why d'ye counſel me to live? Rather ſuffer 
me to die, and haſten the end of my un- 
happy days, that I may be delivered fiom 
the dreadful torment prepated for me! O 
God! Who would have believed, when I 
was at hene, among my own relations, 
that ever I ſhould have met with fo fad a 
diſaſter! and only becauſe 1 can't embrace 
their ridiculous ſuperſtitions, be condemn'd 
to the moſt horrid death that cruelty can in- 
vent What torment, and what death 
is this you are talking of? ſays the charm- 
ing ſlave to me: 1 mad, Signor Fran- 
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ciſco, (for tis the cuſtom of our country, u 
ask each other's name, the firft time they 
converſe; and that I had told her was my 
name, they make it their ſtudy to do you 
good] *Tis true, they would fain have you 
nom your religion ; but they'll alloy 
you ſo much time to reſolve upon't, and get 
inſtruction, that, ten to one, the face of 
things will be changed, before you hay 
occaſion to change your religion. Slight not 
therefore my advice, but beſtow ſome con 
ſiderat ion thereupon. Gabrielle and ! live, 
and ſo we are like, with one of the lovelieſt 
and beſt-natured miſtreſſes in the world, 
She diverts us night and day, with the plea: 
fant account of ftheir prophet's miracle, 
and the mildneſs of their Law: Ac firſt, we 
hated yto hear ſuch trumpery; but ſoon 
found, that that way of dealing with her 
occaſioned agent affronts to be offered to 
us, and even ,ſome blows from a raſcally 
eunuch, who made it his buſineſs to plague 
us. Now, tis otherWiſe wich us, who are 
ſla vos fafter our miſtreſs's own heart: We 
1 live more happily, becauſe we are more 
ftractable: We give her the hearing of all 
ber ridiculous fables; and not only fo, bu 
ſometimes put her upon relating them; ab 
ways flattering her with our furrender, 4 


ſſeoũon as we ere In expeQarion . 
hcreof, I allure you, the perietily 'adores 


Siewr R O Z E L LI. 149 
vs. I ep the keys of the jewels, and Ga- 


5 brielle is ſo great a favourite, that, the o- 
y ther day, to divert us, and let us revenge 
N ourſel ves upon the fawcy eunuch, ſhe was 
Wu pleas'd to make him hold his great noſe, 
* while we gave him two hundred fillips upon 


it. We made him almoſt all over bloody, 
and the horrid faces the fellow made every 
blow we ſtruck him, made very good paſ- 
time; and 1 can't forbear laughing at the 


in remembrance of it. 

e, Be eaſy, therefore, and ſeem a little com- 
lt ing in this matter. The Dervis whom you 
d, a would have complained to the 
4 Sangiac, (or governor) and ſo, I muſt needs 
„ WM fay, you might have been impal'd alive, if 
'e it had not been for your grandmother, For 
n tis an unpardonable crime in this country, 
er to ſpeak any otherwiſe of the religion 
0 thereof, thafl in the moſt reſpectful and 
y lubmiſſi ve terms. My miſtreſs often diſ- 
10 courſes me concerning you, and extremely 
e commends your fine ſhape. She tells us, 


c that whichſoever of us two ſhall gain you 
over ſooneſt, ſhall have the honour of being 
2 ſpouſe. The whole ſtory of your 
wth, as your grandmother gave it to her, 
has been told us again; and not a day paſ- 
ſes, but we have a long chat about you. 1 
did not know what ai to return to this 
diſevurſe of Mariola; for-Iwas aware of a 


certain 
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certain myſtery there was between thoſe 
women, Waiich I was never able to dive 
into. But I was'ſo deſirous to be let into 
the ſecret, that I could not forbear telling 
her; how glad I ſhould be to know what 
paſs'd in their converſation. I had no orca- 
ſion to make long prayers, Matiola telling 
me, I had made à conqueſt; before I was 
aware on't; and ſuch a one too, as would 
have coſt me my liſe, had not I been pre- 
ſerved by a kind of miracle. 
It was now autumn, at which ſeaſon. they 
were wont to ſpend ſome time in the coun: 
try, but not at the vintage, for, as I ſaid 
before, the Turks drink no wine: Inſtead 
of that, they dry abundance of figs, railirs, 
and ſeveral other fruits, which they pre- 
ſerve as well for their pfovilion, as for their 
traffick to the weſt, which is very conſide ra- 
ble. The women are not half ſo retired in 
the country as in town; but go a walking, 
and fiſhing, and divert themſelves wich 
playing any waggiſh tricks with their ſlaves 
who are allow'd, for that time, to ſee and 
talk with their miſtreſſes. I was not yet 
perfectly recovered of a malignant fever, 
that had brought me very low, and procur'd 
me the liberty of living at difcretion. Nor 
was any body ſuffered to ſpeak to me during 
my illneſs, but Mariola, {who asked me, 
whether I would not be quite well, vn £ 
Re. . ; . e | 
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the time {was come, for us to go into the 
country? And whether I ſhould not be glad 
to take the air, and divert myſelf there? I 
teply'd, that I found myſelf ſo weak, that 
| could not take one ſtep; and that my diſ- 
temper, which had laſted but foyr and twen- 
ty hours, had more jaded me, than any o- 
ther could have done, tho? of fix months 
{tinding; that, beſides, I had no cloaths 
to go out in, ſince they had taken away my 
mantle; and, that I was reſolved never to 
take the turban, tho? they could put me to 
a thouſand deaths, — I haye, nevertheleſs, 
pndertaken to prevail with you to wear it, 
ſays the beautiful Meſſineze; and you ought 
not to make yourſelf unealy as to that 
point, if you are allow'd the liberty of 
living in your religion; for, according to 
the Siciljan proyerb, 'tis not the habit that 
makes the monk: But you will not be re- 
ured to make any promiſe, that may bur- 
1 your conſcience. On the other hand, 
people in ſlavery ought to take hold of all 
opportunities that preſent themſelves, to 
render their bondage as light as they can; 
and, how do you know, what ſuch a feint 
may bripg forth? This, at leaſt, is moſt 
certain; that if you have a mind to ſet 
yourſelf ag liberty, and ta do the ſame good 
gffice for Guielle and me, the matter 
yaa ee Foy fable; for our miſtreſs 


co 
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who love you as their own child, will give 
you marks of their tenderneſs, as ſoon 25 
they can handſomely do it; and eſpecially 
my young miſtreſs, who has entertained a 
violent paſſion in your fayour. But, 
Mariola, ſays I, ſhe is my aunt; my mo- 
ther was her husband's ſiſter. And what 
then? anſwer'd ſhe; love never makes ſuch 
nice diſtinctions; and the fair Zaide never 
ſees you, without an extraordinary Emo- 
tion. *T was ſhe, that in Gabrielle's cloaths, 
took from you, one evening, the box where- 
in you kept the picture which her jealouſy 
gave her a glymſe of; and it was the ſame 
Zaide that gave you the ſtring of beads. 
She made us the confidents of her robbery, 
and having ſhew'd it us, we informed her, 
that ſhe had not taken the moſt precious 
jewel of all; for that box was a caſe to the 
picture of ſome perſon, who was the occa- 
ſion of all your grief. There's no count 

nor nation void of curioſity ; and the Turk) 

women have a greater ſhare of it, than thoſe 
of Europe: If, therefore, you go into the 
country, as, without you will, prepare to 
let Zaide ſſee the picture you concealed 
from her. This is an order which ſhe en- 
joined me to acquaint you with; and I need 
Not tell YOu, ſhe 18 a gentlewoman of that 
pride and, imperiouſneſs, that ſhe will run 
ingo the greateſt extremities, if you, 15 
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leaſt, thwart her deſire. I deſired Mariola 
to leave me alone, to conſider of the mea» 
ſures, I ought” to take; which ſhe had no 
ſooner done, bur I wrack'd my imagination, 
and had a thouſand different thoughts to 
prevent my reſolution. | reafor'd both ay 
a Chriſtian, and as an honeſt man, and turn» 
ed my conſcience all manner of ways, with- 
out being able to give it the leaſt ſatisfac- 
tion. I could neither reſolve to pretend my 
ſelf a Turk, nor to anſwer a love ſo crimi- 
nal, as to be even contrary to the reſpect 
nature herſelf inſpires us with. At laſt, the 
time of our going into the country ap- 
proaching, and perceiving that I ſhould be 
oblig*d to do all that Mariola had talked 
with me about. I prevailed with a ſlave to 
buy me a few fine colours, and having pres 
r a piece of vellum, exactly the ſame 
ize as the marchioneſs's picture, I drew 
ſuch a woman myſelf, as my fancy furniſh'd 
me withal, and as beautiful as poſſibly 1 
could; for I had learnt to paint, while I 
was at Rome, and had taken ſome delight 
in miniature, while I liy'd at the marchio- 
neſs's at Naples. | 

This ſerv'd my turn very well, for when 
we were juſt ready to ſet out, my old miſ- 
treſs, who had careſſed me a thouſand times, 
for the hopes Mariola gave her of my com- 
pliance, came herſelf, and told me, that we 
1217 * ſhould 
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ſhould enter upon our journey the next day, 
and that I ſhould not be far from her litter. 
J returned the honour ſhe ſhew'd me as well 
as I could, hambly thanking her for her 
kindneſs to me, and deſiring her to be 
pleas'd not to require any thing of me that 
was contrary to the liberty of my ſoul, and 


and that ſhe would give me time to conſider 
of obeying her; and added, that if I wore 


the habit the had provided for me, it was 


only to cover me, that I might not appear 
in an indecent manner, She would needs 
fee me dreſs myſelf and cut my hair, herſelf, 
with her own cizars. In a word, I had no 
ſooner got the turban upon my head,and my 
fimitar by my fide. but my old grandmother 
was tranſported out of her lenſes. She call'd 
me her lion, her thunder, and all the ſtrength 
of her race; and, in ſhort, gave me ſo ma- 
ny hugs, and pretty names, that I was quite 
aſham'd of her weakneſs. 
The next morning, at break of day, they 
brought me ſome ſweetmeats and coffee, and 
I found a horſe at my chamber -· door, ready 
bridled and ſadled. I fixed the ſtirrops, as 
we wear them in Europe; for the Turks 
uſe them quite another way, and ſeem ra- 
ther to kneel than fit upon a Horſe, I 


. mounted very nimbly, and keeping by my 


miſtreſſes litters fide, I diſcours'd with 'em 
concerning the beauty of their onus 
Ft. | ic 
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which pleas'd em extremely. Being come 
near the vine yard, where we were to Ae 
a bull that had eſcaped the hunters, after 
being wounded in the woods, came directly 
down to our litter; which as ſoon as my 
miſtreſſe; perceived, and judged themſel ves 


in the utmoſt danger, 1 drew my ſimitar, 


and went to fight the wild beaſt : But as I 
bad very little experience, and was not ſo 
far recovered, as to be able to defend my 
ſelf, the bull diſmounting me, thruſt his 
horn iato my horſe's guts, 
me, and left me almoſt dead, and quite out 
of my ſenſes. The women made a ſhift to 
reach the houſe, and ſent ſeveral ſlaves to 
defer d 'me from the fury of that roaring 
beaſt ; but he had left me . they came, 
and they returned with me upon a litte®, 
thinking I was quite dead. It was upon 
this occaſion, that one of the cruel'ſt adven- 
tures befel me, that ever I met with. My 
grandmother abandoned herſelf to deſpair, 
and my young miſtreſs committed ſuch ex- 
travagancies, as amazed me, when I after- 
wards heard of *em. Having ſtript me ſtark 
naked, and got a ſurgeon to ſearch me, 


found | had no ſymptoms of life, and gave 

me over: However, as they could not con- 

tent themſelves, that a man of their blood 

ſhould die uncircumcis'd, they reſolved to 

make me undergo hat cruel operation, be: 
* 2 


uts, trampled upon 
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lieving I was not then able to o»poſe them. 

For this end, they ſent for the Dervis, who 
had catechiz'd me, and who lived but half 
a mile from the place where we were. Be- 
ing come, he comforted my miſtreſſes ; and 
after he had ſaid his prayers, came towards 
me, and purified me, by throwing two or 
three pails of water upon my body; but 
nothing could make me ſtir. At laſt, after 
ſeveral repeated cries; he ask'd me, whe- 
ther I would not believe in God,adore him, 
and live in the Law that he had given to 

men by his great prophet Mahomet* My 

miſtreſſes anſwering for me, I will, the 

curſed Dervis had certainly cut off my fore- 

skin, had not the pain the knife put me in 

rowz'd me out of my ſwoon. *Tis impoſ- 

ſible to expreſs the rage I was in, when! 

ſaw myſelf in that condition, The opera- 

tion was but half verforina ; but ] loſta 

great deal of blood, and knew not how to 

op it. My old miſtreſs would fain have 

| perſuaded me, to let the Dervis go through 

ſtitch with his work; but the look I gave 

her without ſpeaking a word, turn'd her as 

pale as envy itſelf. n 

She went from me, and ſent a flave to de- 

are me, at leaſt, to make uſe of aftringent 

wders, in order to put a ſtop to the great 

flux of blood. On the other hand, I was 

uncapable of advice, and would fain-have 


died. 


a_ a aa a ds RR a RR aw. . 


ps kd - A — aw 


Sigur ROZ E LLI. 155 
died. At laſt, the heat of my paſſion be- 
ing over, I found my ſtrength decay, and 
leſt, falling into my former weakneſs, the 
ſhould renew their attempt ts 
me, I bid the ſlave go and fetch a ſurgeon, 
and bid 'em take care not to let the wretch- 
ed Dervis come near me again, for that 1 
would certainly murder him, tho* I ſhould 
be impal'd alive the next morning; and that 
if it were not for ſome Conſiderations, I'd 
murder all the perſons that had a hand in 
this barbarous wickedneſs. 

In a few days after this, Mariola told 
me, I muſt prepare for a rencounter one of 
thoſe nights, for the picture that was in the 
box lately taken from me; for which her 
cloaths were already beſpoke. I thank'd 
her for giving me notice of it, and prepar'd 
to play my part as well as I could, I had 
not ſeen my miſtreſſes all the time of their 
mourning ; but Mariola came to me every 
day, to inform me of the ſtate of their 
health; and to give me a thouſand declara- 
tions of both their affections to me. I 

The evening Mariola had forewarn'd me 
of being, at laſt, come, about three in the 
morning, the young widow enter'd my 
chamber, diſguis'd in her ſlave's habit, 1 
did not ſec her, by reaſon ſhe carried a dark 
lanthorn 3 ſo coming to my bed-ſide, and 
believing 1 was aſleep, ſhe call'd me ſeveral _ 

times, 


zaſem, awake] ſays ſhe. I could no lon- 


8 8 
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times, before 1 would make her any anſwer. 
With that ſhe ee, her lanthorn, and 
view'd me earneſtly a good while, ſhe ſet 


it upon the floor, and fixing her charming 
eyes upon my face, awake, Luzaſem ! Lu- 


ger withſtand her embraces; but pretend- 
ing to take her for Mariola, begun to call 
her by her name, and to aſſure her, that! 
did not at all approve of her conduct; that 
indeed I was glad to ſee her in the da). 
time, were it only to inform myſelf of my 
miſtreſſes health; but that I could never 
forgive her for —_— in the night, to ex. 
poſe me to the ill uſage the diſcovery of 
ſuch a viſit would occaſion me; concluding 
that if ever ſhe came again, I'd acquaint 
my miſtreſs with it. To this the anſwered 
not a ſyllable, only ſqzez'd me between her 
arms; but I carried myſe with an entire 
coldneſs and inſenſibility, ſtill pretendirg | 
took her for a ſlave. At laſt, addreſſing 
herſelf to me, in the Turkifh . language, 
which I then underſtood perfectly well — 
thou may'ſt be happy, if thou wilt, Lu- 
zaſem! ſays ſhe; and fortune has now 
thrown thee the ſaireſt opportunity to 
make thy ſelf ſo, as ever thou could'ſt wiſh! 
Ah! Madam / anſwered I, knowing her by 
her voice, is it you! To what danger do 
you expofe your ſelf, by coming _ 
1 * "fog 
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alone at this time of night! if your eunuch 
ſo much as ſuſpe& you, we are — ruin'd! 
Ob, never fear, ſays ſhe, every body's a- 
bed and aſleep, and none awake but my 
ſelf! Myſelf, miſerable woman! wak'd 
with love! love! that allows me no enjoy- 
ment, but when 1 ſee thee! Such is thy art 
of p'ealing, Chriſtian ! and thou feel it not 
2 tenth part of the pain thou makeſt others 
endure! Before ever | heard, that thou waſt 
of my husband's blood, 1 conceived the ten- 
derneſs I now declare to thee ! *T was 1 that 
ſo imperiouſly demanded the jewels of thee, 
thinking to have found there the picture of 
ſome rival! if Mariola, whom | have made 
the confident of my paſſion, had been ſo 
kind to me, as to let thee know, how much 
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dl was troubled, when 1 found 1 had not 
T Wl what 1 wanted ingthat box, ſhe might have 
cold thee, that 1 ſtood like a ſtone for two 
I hours together; and that, at laſt, 1 form'd 
sche deſign of getting that picture at any 
„ate. Thou waſt then known, *tis true; 
but of all the accidents that befel thee, (of 
[ which we were not inſenſible ourſelves) none 


of em afforded me an opportunity of put- 
lng my. enterprize in execution. At pre- 
lent, that a favourable occaſion offers. 1 
J beg of thee, deny me not the favour, to 
„ure me, thou loveſt nothing in the world [ 
No, ſays 1; 1 love nothing at all, and to 
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this day 1 have been inſenſible to all the 
beauties of the earth! *Tis true, when! 
was yet a child, a young princeſs at Rome 
preſented me with her picture, which I kept 
ever ſince for her ſake ! but that princeſ; 
has now been dead theſe ten years ; and ma- 
king ſome reflexions, in this my flaviſh 
condition, upon all the accidents of my 


life, I could recover no idea of that lady's 
face, without looking on the picture; and 


this putting me in mind of the change of 
my fortune, I could not refrain tears at the 
remembrance of my loſt liberty. 

Haſt not thou, then given thy heart to 
any fair; and can'ſt thou aſſure me, with- 
out lying, that no lady poſeſſes it? — 
No, anſwered]; JI have yet felt nothing 
of what you call love ; and indeed; I fancy 


J am not capable of any other love, except 


that of my liberty. Thou art charm'd with 
that, then, art thou? reply'd my miſtreſs; 
and would not a lady that ſhould bring thee 
abundance of wealth, and by that means 
procure thee that liberty, deſerve any thing 
of thee? Alas, madam, fays I, what 
140 would think of a man in my condition, 
PII never do any thing contrary to my con. 


| ſcience; and I'm agyare; that I can think of 


no ſettlement in this country, without vio- 
lating the faith 1 haye-promis'd to God. — 
Never trouble thy head about that, reply's 


ey 
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ſhe; i'll make thee eaſy as to all thy ſcru- 
ples ; but before 1 teil thee all!] deſigu to 
do, give me that princels's picture, and 
thereby convince me, that thou loveſt no- 
thing but liberty, as thou ſaid'ſt. There- 
upon, I gave her the picture I had drawn at 
Patras, before I went into the country; and 
my miſtreſs returned to her apartment, leſt 
the day approaching, ſhe might, poſſibly, 
be diſcovered. Taking her leave of me, 
ſhe told me, that when we ſhould arrive at 
Patras, we ſhould have ſome private con- 
verſation in her apartment, and deſired me, 
in the mean while, to make the Selan, or 
noſegay of flowers, that we might under- 
and and communicate our thoughts to 
each other, ſuch days as we could not get 
an opportunity of talking together ! I pro- 
miſed to follow her advice; and ſhe pre- 
lented me with a heart of gold, enameled, 
and ſet round with rich diamonds, with a 
large ruby in the middle; ſhe gave me like 
wil a bracelet of her hair, and ty'd it her 
ſelf about my left arm. Then leaving me, 
| ſaw her no more, till four days afterwards, 
till we arrived in town. 

The next day after our arrival, all the 
perſons of diſtinction that were there, came 


to welcome the two ladies home; for they _ 


were perſons of as good repute as any in 
the country, and my eh brother, who 
[0.02 | g was 
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was a favourite of Couproli's, and had a 
conſiderable poſt at-the firſt miniſte;'s of the 
empire, added much to the reputation of 
the houſe of Muſeullem. Not long after, 
J h:d the honour to be preſented to the 
Sangiac, as a relation of that illuſtrious 
family. As, I ſpoke the Turkiſh language 
perfectly well, it was no difficult matter for 
me to paſs for one of their nation too. My 
grandmother had deſired me to take upon 
me that character; and ] acquitted myſelf 
perfectly well, being honoured, at taking 
my leave of the governor, with diyers pre- 
ſents, and other marks of his eſteem. All 
this while, I delired nothing more, than to 


return to Naples. I had been now near two 


years a ſlave, if the manner! lived in might 
be called a ſlavery, and could by no means, 
be reconciled to the habit of an infidel; 
and tho? I was known by nobody but the 
Italians who were taken with me, yet J 
could not appear even before them without 
confuſion. One day, as I was walking alone 
without the city, I happened to meet the 
captain of the veſſel on board of Which! 
had embarked for the iſle of Maltha, and 


who was taken into ſlavery with me. He 


did not at all know me in the habit I was 
in, and he was ſo much altered, that I ſhould 
fcarce have known him, had not 1 took an 
opportunity to ſpeak to him. He was 

| i coming 
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coming from a garden juſt without the 
city, and had a basket full of orange flowers 
upon his head; ſo flinging him a handful 
of Medins, I deſired him to give me a few 
ſprigs. He anſwered, in Italian, that he 
wilhed he ware maſter of the flowers, that. 
he might preſent me with them all; but 
deſired me to content myſelf with what he 
cou'd then ſpare me. By the tone of his 
yoice and language, I preſently knew him 
again, and taking the basket from his head, 
| embraced him, and call'd him by his 
name. The poor man then knew me, not- 
withſtanding my diſguiſe, and flinging him- 
ſelf from me, as if he had ſpoke to the 
devil, go, be gone, wretched villain, _ 
he; what? have you deny'd your faith for 
a little pelf! Better, ten thouſand times, 
you had died, than have given ſuch a ſcan- 
dal to your religion. 188 
Thereupon, that ignorant and unpolite 
fellow made me a more ſenſible diſcourſe, 
than ever I heard in my life. For anſwer, 
I affur'd him, that I was as good a chriſtian 
as himſelſ; that he ſuffered himſelf to be 
led away to cenſurda man only for an out- 
ide; that he did not know half the myſtery 
of my dreſs ; and that if he would but give 
me a meeting in a place where I might talk 
freely with him, I'd ſurprize him with 
the relation of my preſent circumſtances, 
| X 2 end 
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and we would ſet our heads together, and 
contrive our eſcape. The captain was a 
man of a quick apprehenſion, and was, be. 
ſides, a very bold and skilful ſailor; I no 
ſooner inſpired bim with the thoughts of 
liberty, but he liſten'd to my propoſal, re- 
Izy'd on my promiſes, and appointed to meet 
me, at ſuch a time, without the gate of 
Athens, through which he went every day, 
to go to his maſter's garden. About the 
ſame hour the next day, [ met him again, 
coming from the ſame place; where I ac. 

uainted him with the ſtate of affairs be- 
tween me and Azemire, and repreſented to 
him, how eaſily I could carry off abundance 
of gold and jewels, if be thought fit to un- 
dertake our eſcape. Upon this, the cap- 
tain begun to kiſs my hands, and aſſured 
me, that he was ſo far from being afraid 
ont, that he would run any riſque to reco- 
ver his liberty, and ſee 8 poor family 
again, of whom he had heard no news ever 
ſince we were taken, which was two years: 
For this purpoſe, added he, you mult iti! 
pretend to be a good Turk; and ſince 785 
are already taken for ſuch, you muſt confirm 
your relations in that belief, and do nothing 
that may ſeem to reffect upon their reli- 

ion: Nay, you mult not ſtick to go even 
to their moſque; and if they ſpeak of ſet · 
tling you among em, comply with 'em in 
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every thing, and give em no cauſe to mif- 
truſt you: when you have done this, you 
mult ask leave to go to court, or to traf- 
lick by ſea, and by this ſcheme we will 
lay our deſign, for the ſucceſs whereof Þ 11 
be anſwerable. 
Thereupon, I ask'd ſignor Antonio (for 
that was the captain's name) how I might 
come to the ſpeech of him, when I ſhould 
be 2 He anſwered, that I had nothing 
to do, but go to the Bagno, in the evening, 
when the fl. ves went to their reſt; that as 
ſoon as I ſaw him, I ſhould give him a 
wink, which ſhould be as a ſignal for him, 
to get himſelf ready; and that. the ſecond 
time I made that ſignal, he'd ſet out the 
next morning, inſtead of going to work. 
Having thus concerted our meaſures, my 
head run altogether upon the putting my 
deſign in execution; I was never out of hu- 
mour, and the hopes I had of returning to 
my dear country, in a ſhort time, gave me 
a healthful and pleaſant look, and made me 
chearful in all my actions: This ſo charm'd 
my miſtrefles, that I got what I would öof 
em, and it was no more than ask and have. 
The Dervis came to the houſe every day, 
and being reſolved to go thro' with the 
work he had begun upon me, was buzzing 
me continually upon the chapter of the 
Mahometan religion. 1 pretended to be 
much 
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much more tratab'e and coming than for. 
merly, and aſſured him, I had nothing to 
object againſt, if he would only leave me 


in the condition I was in, and content him-. 


ſelf with the operation he had begun, with» 
out going thro' with it, He told me, he 
muſt, however, go to the Moſque, and 
mate rejoicings and give thanks for my 
converſion. I defired him not to make it 
fo publick, ſince it was already ſufficiently 
believed in the city, and alledged, it would 
expoſe my grandmother to the diſpleaſure 
of the Sangiac, who took me for a Turk 
by birth, and a good Muſſulman, and in a 
word, I inſinuated my ſelf ſo far into his 
favour, that he took me, in all reſpects to 
be as zealous a Mufſulman of the law, as 
any at all. 

Tis not uſual in Turkey, for the men 
and women to fit at table together; but yet 
I always did with my grandmother, and 
being young, ſhe was always careſling me, 
and could not let a day paſs, without giving 
me marks of her affection: nay, ſuch a 
power had J got over her, that 1 could eaſily 
dive into all the ſecrets of the family; and 
nothing was now done, but by my particu- 
lar direct ion. 1 bought, 1 fold, I changed 
ſlaves, and recovered 'em from others; '! 
was entire maſter of the houſe, and all the 
affairs thereof were left to my care, Zai-e 

| | £09 
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„ too would ſcarce mifs a day, but come and 
o range the flower-pots in my garden; and, 
e Joy chat myſterious menage, let me know 
the favourable ſentiments ſhe had enter- 
tained in my behalf; to which ſhe conſtant- * 
ly found returns in the noſegays 1 prefented 
her withal. And this manner of enter- 
taining each other with the ſecrets of our 
amour continued for ſome months; during 
which time 1 had held ſeveral conferences 
with captain Antonio, concerning our flight. 
| had a great mind to buy him for a ſlave, 
but durſt not ask Azemire ſo to do, for fear 
of being ſuſpected: Wherefore 1 made it 
my buſineſs to ſtrike an acquaintance with 
his maſter, who was a young brisk Turk, 
named Joſuf, and -who, ſince the death of 
Aſen, which made Zaide a widow, had 
entertained a paſſion for that — but 
did not know which way to diſcloſe it to 
her. This made him proud of my acquain- 
tance; and my relation to the family being 
no manner of ſecret, he would ſpeak of his 
affection to me, as to a kinſman of the a- 
dored Zaide ; and on the other hand, I pro- 
miſed him faithfully to ſpeak a good word 
for him, and do all that lay in my power, 
to render him happy. Tho? I was ſenſible, 
Zaide loved me, and that her ſlaves had 
not only to ld me ſo, but frequently aſſured 


e, chat ſhe deſired nothing more than to 
£9, join 
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join her fate with mine, yet 1 ſo dreaded 
the thoughts of marrying my aunt, and, 


f by that inceſtuous act, to confirm the world 
| in their opinion of my apoſtacy, that ] re. 
| ſolved to haſten my departure; and, for 
I that purpoſe, declared my reſolution to 
A Mariola, with whom ! held ſo good a cor- 


1 re ſpondence, that | cou'd truſt her with an 
| thing. She told me, 1 ſhould not find the 
| execution of my deſign ſo eaſy as | imagin'd 
3 and that it would even be a difficult matter 
F for me to leave Patras, becauſe of the ſe- 
cret orders Azemire had every where given, 
for the Keeping a watchful eye on my beha- 
viour. ; | 
No, you are mlghtily deceived; ſays that 
lovely Meſſineze oe: and your meaſures 
will prove ineffectual in this country: You 
think, *cis with theſe people, juſt as 'tis 
among the chriſtians, which is a groſs mi- 
ſtake; *tis true, one Turk never miſtrutts 
another Turk; but a Chriſtian is always 
| ſuſpected of want of faith: 1 have heard 
Azemire ſay, that if ever you were capable 
of running away from her, and ſhe could 
by any means, catch you again, ſhe'd put 
* .You out of a condition to go off with yout 
life. *Tis impoſſible to tell you, how that 
* bld woman loves you; for ſhe has charged 
me to get you to marry her daughter-in-law 
L thick, you are always charged with un, 
5 grateful 
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grateful commiſſtons, ſays 1 to her; What, 
would you have me marry my uncle's wife? 
Nay, 'tis nothing to me; anſwered Mariola ; 
but that is the touch- ſtone, by which they 
deſign ts try, whether you are a good Mul- 
ſulman, and are willing to tarry here with 
your family ; for Ametli's return hither is 
never expeRed, he being juſt made c ptain 
of the Turkiſh ſhips; by his uncke's inte- 
reſt, who has married him to one of his 
daughters, with a vaſt fortune: This news 
came but yeſterday, in a letter to his mo- 
ther; and Zaide was preſent, when Azemire 
charged me to propoſe to you to marry her 
daughter in-law, and; by that means, make 
yourſelf heir of all ſhe has. I know, your 
thoughts are altogether intent upon your re- 
turn to Naples; and, believe me, there's 
no method you can take ſo likely to ſacili- 
tate that deſign, as that of marrying Zaide. 
In a word, Mariola gave me a thouſand o- 
ther reaſons to induce me to accept a propo- 
poſal that ſeem'd ſo likely to open a way 
to my liberty: To which I pretended to 
yield, with deſign only to improve my de- 
ceit; and impower her to give my promiſe, 


Ga 


adding, that the perſon ſhe propoſed, was 


not indifferent to me; ſo loth was I to let 


Mariola herſelf into the real ſentiments of- : 


my mind, 
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The ſame evening that Mariola had thu? 
entertained me, Azemire ſent for me in o 
her apartment, and having told me her de- 
ſign as to my marriage, ſhe ſent alſo for 
Zaide, who being ceme, Azemire bid her 
look upon me, for the future, as her ſpouſe, 
and that I ſhould be made ſuch the firſt day 
of the next moon. I anſwered all her fa- 
vours, in a manner that extorted greater 
from Azemire. I ſeem'd really to enjoy my 
happineſs, and poſſeſo'd, with Zaide, a for- 
tune enyy'd by the greateſt lords of Patras, 
The marriage was celebrated without any 
ſplendor; by reaſon the Turks are not wont 
to make enteitainments upon thoſe occaſi- 
ons; for a man might ruin himſelf, it he wis 
to do it for all their wives he takes, All te 
has to Co is, to promiſe, before the parents 
of the woman, that he'll take care of her 
and her children; and that he'll never let 
her want the neceſſaries of life. Then the 
parents ſending her home to his houſe, and 
deſiring the husband to give her good uſage; 
ſhe promiſes, on her ſide, all her love, and 
an inviolable fidelity to her ſpouſe, ſubmit- 
ting herſelf, för that purpoſe, to ſerve him, 
and to expoſe her life to pleaſe him. This 
article is very ſtrictly obſerved ; for tis very 
hard for a married woman in Turkey to 
have a gallant, or be a coquet, their life 1s 
lo retired, x 
* S a oſuf 
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Joſuf no ſooner heard of my marriage» 
but he ſuppoſed I had bantered him, in pro- 
miling to ſpeak a good word for him to 
Zaide; and reſolved to be revenged upon 
me, at any rate. But not being able to 
meet me any where, to demand ſatisfaction 
he made uſe of captain Antonio, his ſlave 
to bring me a challenge to meet him. 

I was never ſo ſurprized in my life, as 
when'l was told, one morning, as ] was ri- 
ſing, that one of Joſut's f1:ves wanted to 
ſpeak with me on the part of his maſter, 
Soon after, Signor Antonio came to me, 
and, with an air of ſadneſs, lord! what 
have you done: ſays he, lifting up his eyes, 
and what has induced you thus to knock 
our deſign o'th? head! My maſter bas ſent 
me to tell you, that he is your enemy, aud 
that he will neither eat nor drink, till you 
have given him ſatisfaRtion for the affront 
you have put upon him, in marrying Zaide, 
whom you had promiſed him for a wife: 
He alledges, continued Antonio, that you 
bave betray d him, and defires to ſee you, 
labre in hand, in a garden near the gate of 
Athens : There's his note, whereby you'll 
lee the hour of meeting. This proceeding 
of Joſuf, 1 ſay, very much ſurprized me; 
for | was got uſed to handle a ſabre, and 
always endeavoured to avoid falling out 
with Turks, upon that very account, I de- 
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fired Signor Antonia to tarry a little, and 
went into my chamber to draw up an ar- 
fu er. Mariola being there when | wrote, 
read my note, unſeen by me, and went and 
told her miſtreſs the ſubſtance of it. Imme- 
diately Zaide came and forced me to give 
her the rote, whereby ſhe was infarmed of 
a quarrel between me and Joſuf, and the 
hour and place of our rendezvous. As it 
ſet her all on fire, ſhe ran after the ſlave 
Antonio who gave us an account of the 
ambuſcades which my adverſary defigned 
to prepare for me. He has commanded 
me, ſays he, to come behind you, and diſ. 
arm you, while you are fighting; after. 
wards, we are to tye you to a tree, where 
my maſter deftgrs to glut himſelf with 
revengeful cruelty, by dividing you plece- 
meal. But, in ſhort, continued he, you 
know, the Turks never forgive an injury, 
and therefore, if you Aa, 4 ſome means 
or other, rid yourſelf of him, you'll be 
continually 1 with affronting meſ- 
ſages. At leaſt, tis abſolutely my opinion 
that you muſt kill him; and accordingly, 
do aſſure you, that I', cut off his head, 
while y ou are fighting. The ſhame o ſuch 
z barbarous affaſſination, and the fear of 
being always in danger of my life, except 
Soſu? loſt his, rendered me mute, and irre- 
Lalute for ſame time; but, at laſt, I bid An- 
88 01 
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the p ace appointed, that evening, at ſcven 


of the clock, by moon light, and bring 


ro perſon with me; and defired him to be 
there at the ſame time, without Company 
alſo. 


[ was very uneaſy all the reſt of the day, 


Zaide ſtill fearing for my life, was all in 
tea:s, and would fain have acquainted Aze- 
mire with my deſign. I delired her to do 
nothing-that might make me change my 
reſolution ; al * that it were to loſe 
my affection, and that ſhe might conſider, 


whether of us two ſhe had moſt eſteem for, 


Nevertheleſs, ſhe reiterated her prayers and 


intreaties, and deſired Mariola, who had 


2lways been ſucceſsful 1n bringing me over 
to her party, to diſſuade me from fo dange- 


' rous a defi:.n. Mariola was, indeed, fo 


witty, that 1 had a ſincere regard to what 
ſhe ſaid, were it only upon that account. I 
owe my liberty to that young ſlaye, and it 
was by her advice, that I happily ſucceed- 
ed in that bold enterprize. She demanded 
to know the grounds of our quarrel, and 
the place of our rendezvous; and the long 
abode ſhe made in Turkey having thorowly 
acquainted her with the manners and genius 
of the inhabitants, ſhe declared to me, 
that the reſo'ution I had taken to fight, was 
the ſafeſt method for me; that I muſt kill 
| my 
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my adverſary, let what would come of it; 

if I had a mind to ſave my own life; that 5 

greatneſs of ſoul was very unſeaſonable a- 

mong Barbarians, who are utter ſtrangers 

to good manners and fincerity; that lought b 

principally, inſtead of ſtanding upon punc- 

tilios of valour and bravery, to arm my 

ſelf with cunning and treachery, to deal 

with my enemy ; that ſince, we had agreed 

to fight in the night, it concern'd me to take 

the adyantage thereof, and eſpecially, not 

to neglect fire-atms, with which they fight 

at a diſtance, when the match is not equal : F 

In a word, fays ſhe, Il fee, with my own F 

eyes, all that paſſes; for which purpoſe, Þll ; 

put on mars cloaths, and follow you at a ( 

diſtance, in order to be your ſetond, if I ſee þ 

you want one. | | 

The courage and reſolution of; the ſlave 

{ 

| 

| 
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very much ſurprized me. I admired t it; 
and, with difficulty, perſuaded myſelf, that 
ſo much generoſity was lodg'd in ſo weak 
and timorous a ſex. I thank'd Mariola for 
her good advice, affured her, I approved 
of ber follawing me in the manner he had 


propoſed, anch ſent ber to Zaide, to com- 
fort her, and: prevail with her not to trou- 
ble herſelf. * n n 
The time agreed upon being come, I 
took my arms, and went to the place ap- 
pointed, without the gate; Mariola follow- 
* 8 ing | 
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ing me in a few minutes time. Finding the 
garden door open, I went in, and made 
the ſignal 7 upon between me and my 
enemy, to find one another. No body an- 
ſwering, 1 went to take a turn in a walk of 
bay trees; but ſcarce had I entered the 
walk, when I received a blow upon the 
back-part of my head, that took away a 
piece of the white ſcarf that was wrapt about 
my turban. Having my naked ſabre in my 
hand, I nimbly turned round, and, with a 
back-ſtroke, cut off half my adverſary's 
face. Being ſtunn'd with the blow, te fell 
down; of which I took the advantage, 
ſtamp'd upon his guts,and ſheath'd my ſabre 
In his heart, before he had time to.cry our. 
Captain Antonio, who was by, hearing the 
blows, came to ſee how we ſtood affected, 
and ſeeing his maſter's corps extended upon 
the ground, would fain have ſatisfied his 
revenge, by cutting him in pieces; but I 
took hold of him, and told him, 'twas our 


beſt way, to bury the carcaſs, and conceal . 


the action Mariola, having look'd for us 
ſome time, at laſt eſpied us, and taking us 


for Joſuf's men, advanced towards us, with, 


her ſabre in her hand; but as ſoon as ſhe 


found her miſtake, ſhe aſſiſted us, in dig- 


ging a grave, to throw the body into. Af. 


ter this expedition, we returned home, where 


found Zaide in a fit, in Gabrielle's arms; 
to 
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to whom ſhe related the fight and victory, 
recommending ic to her as a ſecret, which 
ſhe inviolably kept. 

One of Joſuf's ſlaves; who was a Spa: 
niard, born at Alicant; and who, tho” now 
about forty years of age, had been a ſlave 
almoſt from his childhood, and yet was ſo 
good a Chriſtian, thut he was 2 to ſuF. 
fer martyrdom for his religion; this Spaniard 
I ſay, who was an active ſtirring fellow, 
and could never well brook his ſlavery, tho 
one would have thought it almoſt natural 
to him, came, ſoon after his maſter's death, 
and offered his ſervice to mie. I asked him, 
whether Joſuf had any relations, and how 
one might know *em? He anſwered, that 
that Turk had only correſpondents with 
whom he traffick'd; but that deſigning to 
fight with me, he had given out; that he 
was going a voyage to Conſtantinople, and 
ſo bid his friends adieu. This gave me great 
tatisfaction; for now I had nothing to fear 
on his part; and knowing the polity of the 
Turks, who never correct hidden faults, 
nor puniſh ſeverely any thing but ſcandal, [ 
continued to lead a quiet life; nor did any 
one ever pretend to ſpeak to me, or ask me 
à queſtion concerning the affair that had 
paſe'd between me and Joſuf. 
The ſpring was now approaching, and 


the ladies having deſired me to go with em 


300 
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into the country, for ſome time, I deſired 
Antonio to contrive, in my abſence, ſome 
method for our eſcape, and to take in the 
Spaniard: to his aſſiſtance. He aſſured m2 
he would wait an opportunity, and deſired 
me to provide, in the mean while, Money 

enough to go thro? with our deſign. 
The news of the taking of Candy gave 
the firſt overture for ſetting myſelf at h- 
berty. The conqueſt of that iſland, which 
had coſt the Turks ſo much blood and trea- 
ſure, in the pioſecution of a war of twenty 
four years, occaſioned ſuch an uni verſal joy 
throughout the Ottoman empire, that all 
the cities thereof ſtrove to out do each o- 
ther in their tokens of gladneſs. Never 
was ſeen ſuch a number of illuminations 
and bonefires; and captain Antonio propo- 
ſed to me to let off fire. works upon the 
water, on that occaſion, as a fit one for us 
to make our eſcape. I bid him ſecure a 
brigantine, and Chriſtian ſlaves enough, diſ- 
pu like Turks, that would dare to un- 
ertake their flight. Every thing was or- 
dered with an equal readineſs 20 precau- 
tion; and Signor Antonio promiſed to wait 
for me, behind a ſhelf, a league from Pa- 
tras, with twenty five ſlaves of his acquain- 
tance. The night appointed being come, 
4s it was I that had given that entertain- 
ment to the city, to teſtify my zeal for the 
| Z empire, 
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empire. I found it an eaſy matter to per- 
ſuade Zaide to go and ſee the ſight. She 
not only conſented, but dreſs'd herſelf in 
all her Jewels. and the beſt cloaths ſhe had, 
and was attended, in her boat, by her 
eunuch and flaves. I had hired ſome Tur: 
kiſh rowers, to carry us, as ſoon as the 
fight was over, to a little country-ſeat, we 
had upon the ſea-fide, where we intende(to 
lie, to avoid the trouble of a great compa- 
ny. Azemire, being diſpoſe, deſi red 
her old friend the Dervis to make one 2. 
mong us, and bring her a faithful account 
of dur diverſion. The Turks are great 
admirers of fire-works, in which they are 
very ſhort of skill : And nothing could have 
more ſurpriz*d em, than our invention. The 
deſign was a moon of light, embracing the 
whole world, of a brimſtone fire which 
dazzled the eyes of the ſpectators. This 
machine was fx'd upon the arch of an old 
bridge, whence iſſued thouſands of rockets, 
and other fireworks of all kinds. Upon the 
water was an infinite number of boats, 
crowded with all the inhabitants of Patras, 
except the ladies, who ſaw the fight from 
the tops of their houſes. But as I lived in 
another manner with Zaide, and ſhe was 
always perplexing me with her importu- 
nate embraces, I deſired her to dreſs herſelf, 


and all her women, in mans cloaths, and 
: to 
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to forget nothing that might render her ap- 
pearance magvificent, and add to the ho- 
nour of that joyful night. We took water 
about an hour after the diverſion was over, 
and the crowd returned home from viewing 
our machine of fire, and put out to ſea tor 
Vitcanin, which was the pleaſure-houſe 
where we deſizned to lie, The watermen 
thou ht we were to land and ſtay there till 
the next day; and the ſervants in the houſe 
had notice of our intention ; ſo that nobody 
had the leaſt jealouſy of our concerted 
flight, No ſooner were we come in fight 
of the ſhelf, but the brigantine, who per- 
ceived us, ply*d their oars, and came upon 
us before we were aware. Zaide and her 
boats crew immediately took her for aTurk- 
ih brigantine, who, knowing their compa- 
ny, had a mind to frighten em; but when 
ſhe ſaw herſelt and her women clapt in 
irons, and her waterman murdered and 
thrown overboard, ſhe looked upon herſelf 
as loſt, and ask'd me, whether 1t was I that 
had play'd that villainous trick, to make 
heramends for the affection ſhe had ſhewn 
me? ] muſt needs ſay, this imputation 
touch'd me to the quick: However, I aſſu- 
red her 1 had no hand in it; and the better 
to perſuade her, fell a calling Signor An- 
tanto all the names I could think of. The 
captain, who took me right, unmediately + 
DK Z 2 loaded 
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loaded mel ith irons; and ordered his men 
put on ſhoar, to land Zaide and her ſlives. 
In va'n did I beg of him to leave me my 
wife, or elſe throw me on ſhoar along with 
her; they only allowed her the Dervis and 
Gabrielle for companions; and that too, 
after they had ſtripped 'em all. I durſt 
not once turn my eyes towards the land; 
but ſtopp'd my ears to the outrages ſhe ut- 
tered againſt me. Some ſeamen afterwards 
gave me ſuch an account thereof, as defeat- 
ed all my reſolution; and Gabrielle, whom 
Iſfaw, ſome time after, at Rome, had like 
to have made me lay down my monk“ 
habit, not being able to bear, with patience 
all the told me of the calamitous condition 
of my family, of Which I ſhall ſpeak in 
its proper place. 
We ſet Zaide and her companions on 
ſhoar, five miles from Patras, and the fine 
weather continuing to favour us, we diſco- 
vered Sicily after three days fail. Moſt of 
the ſlaves that made their eſcape with me, 
were Italians or Maltheze. But among 
theſe were a Frenchman, born at Agde in 
Languedoc, a very honeſt fellow, to whom 
I owe my life; for he hindered the ungrate- 
ful captain Antonio from perpetrating the 
moſt perfidious and deytliſh villany that 
ever. was committed. DR jewels and 
rich cloaths tempted him, it ſeems, to un- 
* * dertake 
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dertake my murder; and, to put his black 
enterprize in execution, he had reſolved, 
ſome time before we came to Maltha, to 
ſtab me and Mariola, and, after having 
{tripped us, to throw us overboard. The 
Frenchman was one of the conſpirators, and 
had promiſed to join and aſſiſt the others; 
but having landed, with part of our com- 
pany, by reaſon the wind was come con- 
trary, he delired me to call Pietrocio, (for 


that was the name Mariola then went by) 


and come to him. Then ſtepping aſide, 
he told me, that he was going to commuy 
nicate a ſecret of the laſt importance to 
me; that Antonio had reſolved to murder 
me for the lucre of my riches; that him- 
ſelf was one of the accomplices; but that 
he had never entered into that villanous de- 
ſign, only to avoid giving occaſion of miſ- 
truſt to thoſe traitors; and, that to convince 
me of his ſincerity, and that what he ſaid 
was true, he had reſolved to make his eſ- 
cape with ys, and not return to the Brigan- 
tine. I had, indeed, before obſery'd thoſe 
ſeamen to make a private ſignal among 
themſelves, but never imagined they were 
capable of fo helliſh a deſign ! I deliyered 
thoſe miſcreants from the wretched'ſt ſlave- 
ry; and provided riches enough to ſatisfy 


em, and ſend them home in a tolerable 
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plight! And to reward me, they ae! 
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the bloody deſign of murdering me ! I gave 


thanks to God, for vouchſafing to deliver 


me from ſo imminent a danger; and pre- 
miſed to adhere only to him, and to break 
with all the reſt of the world. — Let us 
therefore, ſave ourſelves, ſays I to my de- 
Ityerer, and avoid thoſe Barbarians, who 
thirſt after our blood, as well as our eſtates. 
My companions conſenting, we immedi— 
ately made from the ſea-coaſt, travell'd up 
into the country all night, and by break of 
dan, were got about thirteen or fourteen 
miles from the ſea fide: But that journey 
coſt me all the skin of my fect; and poor 
Petr cio was ſo lame he could ſcarce ſtand, 
Being ſtill in our Turkiſh habits, we march'd 
in fear, every moment, Jeſt any one ſhould 
meet us, and raiſe the neighbouring villages 
upon ys, Whoſe ,inhabitants, we knew, 
would uſe us very roughly, and ſtrip us of 
every rag of our cloaths. I had a very fine 
diamond about me, a girdle quite covered 
with turcois-ſtones, and about ſome two or 
three hundred Sequins in money: And tho' 
this was nothing in compariſon of what I 
had left in the Brigantine, yet I was ſo 

lad I had eſcaped captain Antonio's perfi- 
dious deſign, that I had no regard either ta 
my wearineſs, or to my loſs. I deſir'd mon- 
fieur Iſnard, my Frenchman, to go to the 


aext village, and buy cloaths for 9 
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tuin'd houſe, which we ſhew'd him. Having 
given him the money requiſite for this pars 
poſe, he executed his Commiſion. with ſo 
much dexterity and addreſs, that he return- 
ed in the evening, with ſeven or eight ells 
of coarſe woollen cloth, and ſome linnen, 
and other things ſufficient to make us three 
a ſuit of ſeamens cloaths each. Nor had he 
forgot bread and wine for our inſides, while 
he took care of our outſides. He inform'd 
vs, farther, that we were in the territories 
of Lagoſta, and that it was but four days 
journey, thence, by land, to Meſſina, and 
one days voyage by ſea. We made it our 
firſt buſineſs to make our tar dreſſes; and 
for that end, tarried three days in the ruin'd 
houſe, which being ſituate on the top of a 
litde hill, gave us a charming proſpect of 
the ſea, and of every the leaſt veſſel that 
approach'd the land. In that time, Pietrocio 
lowing extremely well, and Iſnard being 
not far behind him in that art, our cloaths 
were finiſhed, and we were complete ſailors. 
The day after we had run away from our 
Brigantine, we perceived her to return to 
the very bay in which we lan ed; and the 
fear I was in, leſt that curſed crew ſhould 
go In queſt of us, made me very impatient 
all Iſnard was returned from the village I 
dad ſent him to. As ſoon as he arrived, ae 
tol 
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id me; while we ſtaid for him in an old 
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told him the grounds of our apprehenſions; 
but he inſpired us with freſh courage: For 
being an excellent pilot, and skill'd in all 
the parts of navigation, he aſſured us, that 
the Brigantine had been obliged to put back 
upon thoſe coaſts, by reaſon ſhe had, while 
at ſea, met with a wind diretly contrary 
to their paſſage to Maltha; and that it 
would be impoſlible for her to budge from 
thence, before the wind chopped about. 
This anſwer gave us ſo great ſatisfaction, 
that we flept more ſecurely than we had 
done before. As ſoon as it was day, to 
work we went, all three upon our cloaths; 
and arriving, the third day, at a village 
three leagues from our ruins, we there re» 
ceived advice, that a Turkiſh galley had 
brought on ſhoar a Brigantine of ſlaves, who 
had made their eſcape from Patras. And 
this news was brought thither but the day 
before, by one of the ſlaves, who had had 
oe good fortune to give the infidels the 

ip. | 
| ff laſt, we arrived at Lagoſta, which 
town is one of the fineſt monuments of the 
grandeur of the ancient Romans, for the 
many curious antiquities that are till to be 


' ſeen there: Particularly, the remains of 


the temple dedicated to Galetea, which 
ſtands upon the ſea fide; Polyphemus's den, 


and tlie great ſhelf, that is reported to xo 
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the rock, which that giant plucked from. 
the mountain, to cruſh Acts Ihe place is 
ſituate upon one of the pleaſanteſt coaſts in 
the univerſe; and its inhabitants are very 
courteous, and good muſicians. There are 
but few. noblemen among 'em; but then the 
burghers are ſo police and accompliſhed, that 
forgot all the fatigues of my journey, up- 
on the agreeable reception they gave us. 

We pretended to be Sicilian ſeamen caſt 
away; for we had no marks of the Turk, 
having buried our cloaths in the ruins which 
we had juſt before made our lodgings. So, 
having tarried at Lagoſta, ſeven or eight 
days, to reſt our weary limbs, we then ſet 
out, by lan 4, for Meſſina, where we arriv'd, 
aſter a march of three days. | 

The firft thing 1 did, after I came to 
Meſſina, was, to go directly to the church 
door, not daring to enter that holy place: 
There 1 kneel'd, and return'd my thanks 
to God, acknowledging Jeſus Chritt for my 
Lord and Saviour, and imploring his par- 
don for the ſcandal I might have brought 
upon the chriſtian religion, by my feign'd 
apoſtacy, This done, I repair'd to the bi- 
ihop's palace, and having given him a re- 
lation of my adventures, I begged of him, 
that he would be pleaſed to reconcile me 
to the church, and aſſur'd him, that my 


apoltacy was more to be attributed to weak - 
ws 3.4% / A 2 neſs 
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neſs than to wickedneſs. The reverend 
. prelate med my requeſt, and finding me 
very well inſtructed in the myſteries of our 
religion, and entirely perſuaded in its truth, 
ordered me a retirement and probation only 
of eight days, after which he performed 
the ceremony of my re onciliation, betore 
the altar of our lady of the letter, in the 
cathedral. Pietrocio found his family turn- 
ed topſy-turvey, in his ten years abſence, 
His father and mother were dead; and 'twas 
in vain for him to uſe arguments to his bro- 
ther the phycian, to perſuade him he was 
his brother. That gentleman would by no 
means own Pietrocio; but pretended to tel! 
him politively,that the brother whoſe name 
be aſſum'd was loft off of Lipari. a Turkith 
corſair having funk the barque, on board of 
which he was; that he might have 4earnt 
the particu'ars of that action, as almoſt all 
the inhabitants of Meſſina then did; that 
he might, therefore, go look for his Dupes 
elſewhere; for that he had nothing to do 
with their family. — As I was walking 
upon the wharf, one day, after my retire- 
ment, Pietrocio met me, and. embracing 
me, let fall a ſhower of tears. Would 
I.were ſtill at Patras, with my miſtreſſes 
ſays he; for the Turks have more genero- 
ſity and humanity in %em, than my neareſt! 
relations! By what evil fate was I thrown + 
E271 4 into 


Sin- RO Z E IL LI 187 


into bondage for the ſpace of ten years? 
Or, by what more cruel deſtiny is it enact- 


ed, may I ſay, that upon my return, my 
friends won't dejgn to look upon me, force 


me to beg my bread, or ſtarve! I allur'd 


him, that l would never be unmindſul of 


the ſervices he had render'd me ; and to con- 
vince him of m ſincerity, added, that I 


would moſt willingly divide what money I 


had, between him and me. I told him ar 
the ſame time, that I had ſome thoughts 


of retiring from the clutter of the world 


into the monaſtery, Nevertheleſs, as I did 
not very well know what to reſolve upon, I 
tarry'd ſome months, at Meſſina, 1n hopes 
of hearing of my dear lady the marchioneſs 
of T—, before l enter'd upon my fix'd 
courſe of life. It was my misfortune, not 


to know any particular perſon at Naples, 


from whom I might promiſe myſelf advices 
of that kind; but, at laſt, I ftruck acquain- 
tance with Signor Citrani, a merchant of 
Meffina, who engaged to fatisfy my curio- 
fity. This gentleman had a fon, about one 
ar two and twenty years old, who was going 
for Naples, and with whom I entruſted a 
letter for the marchioneſs; and havi 
ſhewn him her picture, which | had ſtil 


kept, he promiſed to let me hear from her 


within a month. During that time I livd 
very pleaſant aad jo vial life Pietrocio's 


Aa 2 excellent 


8 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— 


88 The DBI F E . 


excellent voice had recommended him tothe 
governor, who, having heard the account 
he gave of himſelf, ſoon oblig'd his rela- 
tions to own him; and as he, by this means 
became familiar with the nobility, 1 was 
preſent at all their diverſions, I had pro. 
cur'd myſelf awery genteel dreſs, and had 
money enough to maintain myſelf in that 
figure for ſix months. The defizn I had of 
retiring, in a ſmall time, into the monaſte- 
ry, made me very laviſh. of my gold, and 
careleſs whether I, could get more or not; 
infomuch that I made nothing to give en- 
tertainments, and go a ſerenading the ladies, 
for whom [| pretended a paſſionate affection, 
Jauſſm'd the title of the marquis Piroti, 
and then firſt learnt, that money will give 
a man what figure he pleaſes to take, mean 


time, three months were already pals'd, 


ſince young Citrani went for Naples; and 


. i» «4 I 7 * | 
' tho? I went to his father's every day, could 


hear nothing of him or my dear marchio- 
neſs. At laſt, they told me, he had-been 
like to die, but that he was now expected 
home in about a week. No, ſooner, there: 
fore; did i hear of his return, but, ] ran to 


embrace him; and asking him, as ſoon as 


Jhed an opportunity, how my lady did, 
he gave me to underſtind, I was uafortu- 
nate, and that the things he had to, tell 
me, would require more time than by 
my co 
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could ſpare that night, by reaſon he had a 
great deal, of company in the houſe; and 
therefore, deſired me to meet him tne next 
morning in the cloiſters of the Cordeliers, 
ht re he woulg give me the whole relation. 
| was fo ſup that night with the governor; 
ind we were to go upon the water behind 
the Salvator, which is a citadel at the mouth 
of the harbour, the gardens there being 
charming? of all Sicily. The fineſt illumi- 
nation that ever I ſaw in my life, ſerv'd to 
render our voyage as light, as if it were 
made by day. 1he ladies were gone be- 
fore, and had made us, againſt our arrival, 
z thouſapd pretty garlands, adorned with 
cypiers of love and gallantry A young 
widow, for whom I preten ed the moſt vio- 
lent paſſion, plaid me ſeveral amorous tricks 
upon my arrival, and among the reft, threw 
a full pail of orange water at me. Never 
was evening ſpent with greater pleaſ.re 
and enjoyment; and I don't remember that 
ever | was at a more magnificent treat, than 
was made for the entertainment of that 
illuſtrious company. - Every 'one appeared 
with.an air of gaiety and mirth, and I was 
the only gentleman that ſeemed, as it were 
ſerious, and inſenſible of the pleaſure ot ers 
took. Some ladies perceiving my melan- 
tholy humour, were pſeaicd to banter me. 
about it; and che more Lendeavoured to 

—_ make 
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ſhake it off, the more it conquered me, and 
grew upon my ſpirits. My little widow 
asking me, and as we were going back to 
Meſſina, what made me ſo penſive and 
thoughtful; inſtead of making her a brisk 
anſwer, which might have excuſed me, aud 
given her ſatisfaction, I was ſuch a fool, as 
to tell her, I had a fit of the cholick, which 
very much diſcompoſed me. That anſwer 
was ſufficient to make me the ſubject of the 
ladies raillery all the way home: and the 


young widow not having a real affection for 


me, reſolved to divert herſelf at my ex- 
pence, Accordingly, reaching our lodgings 
about twelve of the clock at night, by that 
time | was half undreſſed they came to tell 

me, that a man at the door wanted to [peak 
with me about earneſt buſineſs. I bid my 
Jandlord defire the man to come up; but 
how like a fool did I look, when I ſaw an 
Apothecary's apprentice pulling a gliſter pipe 
out of his pocket; and praying me to lie 
down a little, and he would do the jobb in 
the twinkling of an eye! 1 thanked him for 

his remedy ; but told him I had no occaſion 
for it. The more reſolute I appeared not 
to take it, the more the fellow redoubled 
his inſtances to prevail with me to do it. 
At laſt, I got rid of him, with much ado, 

but could not for my lle, make him tell 
me whence he came. Well: I was no 
8 | ſooner 
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ſooner laid down in my bed, but they rap- 

ped at my door again; and a king what they 
wanted, they an{wered, that it was another 
oliſter for me. And in this manner was I 
plagued almoſt the whole night, not being 
able to take a wink of ſ]-ep, for the inſo- 
lence of tho'e Bumpeepers. At laſt, the 
tenth coming, [ was reolved he ſhould be 
the laſt, and for that realon, having locked 
my chamber-duor upon him, I clapped my 
dagger to his breaſt, and ſwore all the oaths 
my paſſion ſuggeſted to me, that if he would 
not do as 1 bid him, I'd murder him. Then 
| commanded him to empty his gliſter into 
a Cloſe ſtool pan, and drink it every drop, 
out of the ſame. The truth is, | was o 
enraged, that if he had made but the leaſt 
beſitation, I ihould certainly have ſtabbed 
bim in a thouland places; but he ſaved his 
kin, by executing my naſty orders. This 
ton made a great noiſe at Meſſina; and 
the young man's maſter, the Apothecary, 
vent and complained of the violence done 
to a member of the faculty. The gover- 
nor, to whom the little widow had, at 
lt imparted her deſign, as to the cure of 
my cholick, did nothing but laugh at him, 
nd forbid the Apothecary from offering 
te the leaſt affront upon that ſcore, on 
pain of death. This piece of raillery, hows 
fer, baked me from ever going to court 
9 * N | atter- 
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afterwards my purſe began to feel light, 
and I was no longer able to hold on che 
courſe of life I had led for three or four 
months paſt. | 

As ſoon as it was day, I repair'd to the 
place of appointment, the cordelier's cloi- 
iter, to wait for young ſignor Catrani. Nor 
was long there, before that gent eman came 
to me; and we embraced each other with 
abundance of civility and affeftion, Compli- 
ments being over, he told me, that he was 
come to give me an account of the commil- 
ſion I had entruſted him withal to Naples; 
That he had done all the faithful'ſt friend 
could do; and, that he would tell me ſuch 
particulars, as ſhould, at once, convince me 
of his friendſhip and punctuality. 

As ſoon as J had diſpatch'd certain affairs, 
ſays he, which wou d admit of no delay, | 
went to the count of Ps, to enquire 
- what was become of his daughter, and his 
old lifter, at whoſe houſe you had plac'd 
Roſalia. Coming to the door, l asked for 
the oldeſt ſervant belonging to the houle 
whereupon, they call'd one Rotilio to me, 
who aſſur'd me, that he had been there from 
a boy. 1 know him, anſwer'd |, inter- 
rupting Citrani ; he is crooked, and has 3 
ſmiling aſpect. The ſme, continued he; 
and now bit tell you what paſs'd between him 
and me in a converſation of two hours. 
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open'd the conference, by aſſuring him, that 
I was come from Sicily to Naples, abo it 
affairs of no leſs inffportance than the reco- 
very of certain papers upon which the quiet 
and welfare of my whole family'depended ; 
and that I had receiv'd information, that I 
might light of intelligence at the count of 
P-——s, or the marchioneſs's, his daugh- 
ter's, which might be of great ſervice to 
me. I had no ſooner named the marchio- 
neſs, but the poor fellow utter'd a deep ſigh! 
and, what can you learn of the unfortu- 
nate marchioneſs! ſays he; ſince the count 
of P=—, her father, died of 7 that he 
was not able to hear of her for four years 
together, before his death. Her ſpouſe has 
been in caſtle St. Elmo ever ſince that time, 
to make him give af account of his beha- 
viour towards a lady of the marchioneſs's 
prudence and wiſdom, *Tis the general opi- 
nion, that ſhe was poiſon'd at Palinure, 
where, *cis certain, ſhe was, about four 
yeafs ago, and whence ſhe was never ſeen to 
return to Naples. Her aunt diſpatch'd meſ- 
ſengers to all parts of Europe, in queſt of 
her, and ſent her picture to every monaſtery 
in Chriſtendom, to ſee whether poſlibly, 
ſhe might be ſhut up in any. of thoſe places 
of retirement! but all to no manner of pur- 
poſe; and fo, in the ruin of that lady, we 
ſee that of three or four families involy'd! I 
No. 9. B b deſird 
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defir'd to know whether ſhe had not written, 
or left any letter to ſignify the cauſe of her 
d-parture? that's what my lord marquis is 
impriſon'd for, ſays Rotilio; they would 
have him ſpeak to that point, and he has no- 
thing to ſay. He ſwears, that he has never 
given his lady any other occaſion of diſcon- 
tent, than by his abſence and youthful fol- 
lies; and that he 1s neither guilty of her 
death, nor of her eſcape. I ask'd my Æſop, 
whether I might, by any means, ſpeak with 
Rofalia ? ſhe's dead, anſwer'd he, as well 
as the marchioneſs; or elſe they are both 


far enough from hence. | 
This diſcourſe of young Citrani had made 


ſuch an impreſſion upon me, that 1 was 


forced to {it down, to prevent my falling. 


That gentleman perceivipg my concern and 
weakneſs, offer'd to aſſiſt me to the beſt of 


his power; but I thank'd him, and defir'd 
him to leave me alone a little, to make 
ſome reflexions on my unhappy fate. 

So that finding ob but a heap of mis- 
fortunes in this part of the world, I reſolv- 
ed to ſet out for Utrecht. By that time I got 
thither, I was not worth above fifty piſtoles 
in the world; and fo, was oblig'd to think 
of putting myſelf in ſome way to get money, 
in a country, where there is plenty of that 
uſeful commodity, and whoſe inhabitants 


are of a nature and genius agreeable enough 
to 


-- 


to promote the ſucceſs of my talents. I ad- 
vis'd, therefore, with ſome people what I 
had beſt to do; and after ſeveral conſultati- 
ons, I determin'd, that I could not do bet- 
ter, than keep a coffee-houſe. There was 
one difficulty in the affair; and that was, 
that permiſſiſion mult firſt be obtain'd of 
the magiſtrates, who are jealous of the pri- 
vileges of their burghers, and, conſequently, 


not very forward to grant foreigners any 


thing that may be prejudicial to the inhabi- 
tants. Thus was forced to have recourſe to 
ſome ſtratagem, and give, at theſame time, 


(as I defir?d) a kind of ſpecimen of my pro- - 


digious knowledge. And this was the me- 
thod I took, 

Every one ænows, that the city of Utrecht 
is famous for its univerſity, which draws to 
It abundance of Foreigners; and eſpecially, 
Germans, (a nation that ever robb'd me.) 
As I was a new comer, and had a very ſeri- 
ous aſpet, every body took me for ſome 
perſon of importance; and | was become 
the town talk for my bbligiog carriage, and 
happy looks, which were equally agreeable 
to all that conyersd with me, I was fre- 
quently in company with men of letters, and 
the magiſtrates themſelves, whom I always 
endeayour'd to engage in my intereſts, by 


diſcourſes which might convince em of the | 


little merit heaven had endued me withal. 
B b 2 As 
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As I perceiv'd more and more, that they 


were pleas'd with my reaſonings, I was con- 
firm'd in the opinion of preſenting a petition l 
to the magiſtrates, for leave to ſet up a coffee t 
houſe; which I did in Latin; the ſubſtance V 
whereof was this. r 


f PEIITI1D0N 
My Lords, | 
1 Aving the honour to arrive, ſome days 

ago, in your celebrated city, I found 
it fo well worthy my attention, that maugre 
all the reſolutions 1 had takento go farther, 
I perceiy'd myſelf under an obligation to 
wy here, to admire, and at the fame time, 
to help to cultivate this garden fraught with 
the moſt ſublime ſciences. This, therefore, 
is my deſign, my lorgs; and if, of two fa- 
vours which ] propoſe to you, you will 
vouchſafe to grant me one, I ſhall never 
think of any other abode, than the famous 
and charming city of Utrecht, I am, my 
lords, a man of the higheſt extraction, next 
that of kings. The religion in which 1 was 
born, has hitherto render'd me unhappy, 
becauſe of the contrary opinion 1 was ever 
of, to It, which (according to the * 
that God had given me) 1 could never for- 
bear maintaining, even in the places where 
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I had the greateſt reaſon to be afraid. But, 
at laſt, God be thanked, 1 am arriv'd in the 
: port 
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port of reſt and ſafety, ſhelter'd from the 
violence of all the mercileſs perſecutors of 
the true goſpel of Jeſus Chrift, Thus gen- 
tlemen, ſeeing, without oftentation, I am 
very well vers'd in divinity, of which l am 
ready to give you ſufficient proof, whenever 
requir'd ſo to do; I take the boldneſs to in- 
treat you to be pleas'd to grant me the favour 
| ask you; to wit, that I may exerciſe in 
this place, the office of profeſſor of divinity. 
Or, if 1 ſhould be ſo unfortunate, as not to 
be thought worth that honourable charge, 
that you would bE'plzag'd, at leaſt, to per- 
mit me to ſell coffee. I aſſure you, that 
ſhall be equally oblig'd to you, for one or 
other of theſe two employs, whichſoever 
you will pleaſe to allow me; ſince 1 ſhall al- 
ways eſteem it the higheſt pitch of my hap- 
pineſs, to live in your illuſtrious city, tho? 
in the moſt ſervile employ ; provided, how - 
ever, that it furniſh me with opportunities 
of . you, with what ſubmiſſion 
and reſpect, I am, &c. 

Having drawn up this petition, 1 deli- 
ver'd it, about ten at night, into the hands 
of a ſecretary of the town-houſe, with whom 
| had got acquainted and who had ſupp'd 
with me that evening. He promis'd me good 


ſucceſs in all that 1 deſird, and took his 
leave of me for that night. The next da 
about noon, he came to my lodgings wi 


L 


" Ip 
_ 


anair of melancholy; of which having ask d 
bim the cauſe, he told me, that he 1; 
very much vex'd, that the magiſtrates had 


\ tended-too, not to be overjoy? 
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4 


opßly granted me leave to ſell Coffee; and 
that it was no better than affronting me. 


rit, to treat me thus. NN pre- 

with that 
proceeding; but told him withal, that he 
need not, in the leaſt, trouble himſelf about 
it, for that, I took it, however, as a great 
fayour, that the council had ſo far ſwerd 
my petition, with whichg] was very well 
ſatisfy'd. I made him a1mal! preſent. and 
deſir'd him to do me the honour, to conti- 
nue to come and ſee me now and then, [ 
knew well enough, before-hand, that they 
would not give me the profeſſor's chair; 
which, indeed, I was ſo Ar from deſiring. 
that I ſhould have been heartily vex'd, if 
they had aſlign'd it me; by reaſon that was 
not the way to make my fortune. But, 
however, the turn that 1 gave to my peti- 
tion eſtabliſn'd my project, which was, to 
ſell Coffee. As ſoon as the ſecretary was 
gone, I went and communicated my news 
to one Janine, (who being very handſome, 
1 had taken for my bedfellow) who re- 
ceiy'd it with extreme joy. All that now 
remain'd for us to do, was, to pitch upon 
a method for putting our deſign in execu- 


tion. And this proy'd a matter of no great 
| difficulty. 


1 


Bs — . 3 _ qe " a. Wo 


© ©-«<& waa > © was 


1 2D  --.- -/ 2 — — 0 — Xt © my — — — 


s A. A. & As 


my, - we % 


„% Pw. ⅛œ P f A Os, a = _ 2.5 * 


©... 


difficulty, by reaſon we were acquainted 


with monſieur C, a perſon of great cre- 


dit, who procur'd. us a houſe. very proper 
for the buſineſs. The houſe being hired, I 


furniſh'd it as well as I could, and open'd 


my Coffee-room in four Days. | 

can't expreſs to you the concourſe of 
people that came to me for ſome time. 
curioſity was ſo prevalent with the gentry 
23 well as commonalty, to ſee ſuch a man as 
in a coffee - room, that Janine, the maid, 
and myſelf, had not time to eat a bit of 
of victuals fiom morning to night. 

So proſperous a beginning did not fail to 
puff me up with tow'ring hopes; inſomuch 
that I did not, in the leaſt, doubt of ma- 
king my fortune in this new country. The 
better to puſh my ſacceſs, 1 left no ſtone 
unturn'd, to preſerve and advance my cre- 
dit ; which was no hard matter for me to 
do, as ſoon as J could get the converſation 
of men of letters. It was in that ſort of 
company, (of which my ſhop was always 
full) that 1 put on my ſerious looks, and 
could never forbear laughing in my fleeve, 
at the different poſtures with which gent le- 
men liſten'd to my Diſcourſe, It would be 
impoſſible for me to relate here, all che 
ſubjects upon which I was oblig'd to diſ- 
pute. Suffice it, that I always came off 
wich- admiration and Ae inſomuch 

that 
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. that never did oracle make ſuch an impteſ. 
ion on thoſe who conſulted it, as 1 did 
upon all that heard me diſcourſe, This 


— me ſuch a reputation among the 
earned, that | never had a moment to my- 
felt: And as 1 had ſtretch'd ſeyeral times 
upon the ſubject of Aſtrenomy and the Ca- 
bala, the dutcheſs of —— was ſo eager to 
hear me, that ſhe came on purpoſe from 
the Hague. She no ſooner arrived at U- 
trecht, but ſhe ſent her gentleman to me, 
and hers was the firſt coach that ever ſtopp'd 
at my door, to tell me, that her grace 
wanted to ſpeak with me. 1 deſir'd th: 
gentleman to walk in, and fit down a mo- 
ment while 1 got myſelf ready, and took a 


few curiofities with me, which J had a mind 


to ſhew her grace. Then going up to my 


. cloſet, 1 equipp'd myſelf in a moment, ard 
provided myſelf with every thing that might 


be neceſſary for me in the converſation of 
the dutcheſs of ——. For, as 1 did not 
know the ſubje& of her coming, | took the 
precaution to furniſh myſelf againſt any oc- 
caſion; which put me to a great deal of 
trouble, the ſeveral engines J had about me, 
having enlarg'd my ſize, in ſuch a manner, 
that 1 could ſcarce get into the coach. One 


of theſe 1 call'd Etna, becauſe of the rela- 


tion it had to mount Etna, which ſent forth 


a continual ſmoke, as ſoon as waar 
— bas A 


had ſeven' others; which 1 called the ſeven 


planets, in which, by words and grimaces 
that 1 made, I ſhew'd ſeveral different ſigures, 
which gave a molt agreeable ſurprize. In 

the other pocket 1 had a magical lanthorn, 


of ſuch wonderful make, that the like was 
never ſeen; for as ſoon as ever | ſhew'd the 
light, a hundred ſeveral monſters appear'd 
in the chamber. In one of my breeches- 
pockets, | had a Cylinder, which 1 learnt 
to make of a quack · doctor at Venice. That 
Cylinder is a kind of column of poliſt'd 
braſs, about half a foot high, which 1 
placed upon paper ſcribled over almoſt like 
Algebra; and ſo ſhew, in the column, what- 


ever figures I pleaſe. In my other breeches- 


pocket, 1 had a magical rod, and a box 
full of perfumes which I brought with me 
out of Italy. In this equipage 1 arrived at 
the dutcheſs's, who was impatient to ſee 
me, and receiv'd me with particular marks 
of eſteem. 1 made her my compliments 


in Italian, which language 1 knew ſſie un- 


derſtood very well. Thoſe aſide, ſhe took 
me into her cloſer, where, when we had 
ſeated ourſelves, ſhe begun to queſtion me 
upon the ſubject of religion; in which point 


I gave her entire ſatisfacton, and ſhe ſeem'd 

to be very wel! pleas'd with me. But, to 

let you ſee, madam, ſays I, the artitces 

made uſe of by 2 Popiſh prieſts, to ter- 
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rify the common people. Look about you. 


With that I took out my magical lanthorn, 


and having lighted the candle, the cham- 
ber was immediately fill'd with monſters; 
which fo frightned the dutcheſs; that ſhe 
was about to run away. As ſoon as 1 per- 


| ceived her fright, 1 aſſur'd her, that ſhe 


need not fear any thing ; for, all that ſhe 
ſaw was by meer trick: And to convince 
her of the truth of what 1 ſaid, 1 open'd my 


| lanthorn, and ſhew'd her the whole in- 


vention. Thereupon, ſhe took courage, 
and defired me to play my engine once 
more. No, madam, anſwer'd l, you muſt 
now ſee ſomething mqre worthy your ad- 
miration. Only 15 down, and obſerve what 
I am going to ſhew you. Then 1 drew a 
box out of my pocket, and having open'd it, 
took out, in the firſt place, my Ampolla 
fumente, or Smoaking-Bottle, which | had 
no ſooner open'd, but it ſo amaz'd the dut- 
cheſs, that ſhe begg'd of me to ſhut it again 
as ſoon as poſlible ; for as the cloſet was 


but ſmall, it was, in a moment, ſo ſull of 


that thick ſmoke. that we could ſcarce ſee 
the light. Good God! cry'd the dutcheſs, 
What a ſtrange man are you! Open the 
window quickly; for your Etna has almoſt 
ſmother'd me. I obey'd her; and the cloud 
vaniſh'd away immediately. I offer'd to 


ſhew her grace my other ſeven te -*> 
| | dies 
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dies; but ſhe prevented me, by telling me 
abſolutely, ſhe would not expoſe herſelf to 
any more ſuch dangers; that l had nothing 
to do but to ſhut up my ſhop; and that ſhe 
would converſe with me half an hour longer 
upon other ſubjects. I obey'd her upon 
condition, that her grace ſhould permit 
me to ſhew her a wonder, with which, I 
aſſur'd her, ſhe ſhould be very well pleaſed. 
She conſented ; and | then pulled out my 
Cylinder. She ſeemed very much ſurprized 
at all the metamorphoſes 1 ſhewed her; but 
much more ſo, when, at laſt, I ſhewd her 
her own picture, which perfectly reſem- 
bled her. Figure to yourſelt what a ſurprize 
it put her in. In a word, this engag'd all 
her curioſity; and having given me to un- 
derſtand, that ſhe ſhould take it kindly, if 
I would diſcloſe to her that piece of art, I 
told her, that I would not only do it with 
pleaſure, but, if ſhe pleas'd, would make 
her a preſent of ſuch a machine. She ac- 
cepted it very willingly ; and, after ſeveral 
other diſcourſes, preſented me with fifty pi- 
ſtoles. All this gave me ſuch life and vig- 
our in my buſineſs, and ſo augmented the 
flattering hopes 1 had already concei vid, 
that I was no longer betwixt hawk and buz- 
zard, as to my fortune, but look'd upon it 
as already made in the city of Utrecht. 


Ce 2 „ In 


In a word, my days ſlid away ſo agree - 
ably, that had it not been for a blind paſ. 
ſion that govern'd me, never had mortal 
been happier than I was. But as fate always 
ſentenced me to a hundred pains. for one 
Pleaſure I enjoy'd, 111 tell you how I was 
ſerv'd. 2 | 
A young milk-maid, that came conſtantly 
to my houſe every morning and evening, 
to ſerve me with milk for the uſe of my 
coffee room, ſcem'd to me fo charming and 
agreeable, that maugte all my reſolutions, 

l was forced to ſubmit to the ſuperior power 
of love, I conſidered her atcentively every 
time 1 ſiw her, and found her beauty ſo 
i: comparably perfect, that the more I gaz'd 
on her the more I admir'd. her; and my 
paſſiqn grew from great to 2 And is 
I. end e, laysl, to myſelf, that nature Wi 
produecd ſuch a maſter piece, to oblige her 
to creep ur der the weight of the moſt ab- 
ject fortunes? Ah ] Inhumane rature, cry d 
I; can one look upon ſuch a finiſh'd beauty, 
as thou haſt made, without trembling ? can 
any oye, I ſay, ſee her ſerve animals that 
are den the greateſt brutes upon earth? and 
be oblig'd to go from door to door, to earn 
her ing“? per.nit me, thereſore, O cruel 

- naturg, to reproach thee with hacd treat- 

kf ment! but, fool that Iam ! ought I thus to 

1 fall foul on nature? would I not much - 

| ener 
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ther give her her praiſes due, for havin 
ſent ſuch a finiſh'd creature into the world! 
tis therefore, 2 to fate; and of him 1 
ought to complain! but, alas! *tis to the 
ſame fate, that I amindebted for ſuch an in- 
eſtimable jewel! juſt as I was making theſe 
reflexions within myſelf, I heard the voice 
of that lovely girl cry, as uſual, D'ye want 
any milk? at that, I went down, and re- 
ſolv'd to follow her, to know where ſhe lived. 
For that end, TI went out, while the maid 
was taking in the milk; and being got a lit- 
tle diſtance from my houſe, waited for the 
mi k maid's coming out, deſigning to dodge 
her home, after having led me thro' a hun- 
dred turnings and windings in the city, ſhe 
; went thro' the gate of Amſterdam, and 
bous'd at a little cottage, about musket ſhot 
Ht from that gate. I made no queſtion, but 
that was the place where ſhe liv*d; but to 
make ſure workon't, went by the door, and 
found I had gueſs'd right. That intrigue 
commenced in the charming month of June! 
a ſeaſon in which the inhabitants of Utrecht 
uſe to ga in greit numbers, and eat cream, 
and drink a ſillabub in the villages; and 
lerv'd as @ fit opportunity for me to intro- 
duce mylelf into the milk maid's company, 
and take the neceſſary meaſures to gratify a 
paſſion, that began to conſume me, ; 
One Sunday in the afternoon, therefore, I 
3 | weat, 


however, ſhe behav'd herſelf with that mo- 


old woman no ſooner enter'd the doors, but 


wbere 1 was; for preſently thought of the 


to retain ſuch reflexions long: And as it grew 


— 
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went, for the firſt time to the milk maid' 
mud houſe, which I had no ſooner enter'd, 
but I found all things concurring to tender 
me happy, the beauty being all alone, and 
her mother gone to church. The charming 
peaſant was ſo neatly dreſs'd, and ſet off 
with ſo many pretty ornaments, that they 
made a wonderful addition to her beauty, 
Think, how glad I was, to find her all a- 
lone; and how confounded, that I could not 
converſe with her for one moment: for as [ 
could not ſpeak Dutch, I had all the diffi 
culty in the world, to make her underſtand, 
that I wanted half a pint of cream ; and my 
gibberiſh put her into ſeveral fits of laugh- 
ter and merriment, and the like, in which, 
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deſty, that ſhe inchanted me. I had been 
two hours admiring that lovely perſon when 
her mother came home from church. The 


Chriſtina, ſays ſhe, in Dutch, get you to 
church. At the name of Chriſtina, I was 
ſtruck with ſuch a terror, that I knew not 


Chriſtina, to whom 1 was indebted for great 
part of my miſeries. Mean time, I was 
too deep ftruck with my lovely milk maid, 


late, beſides, I thought of returning home. 


therefore, made ſigns to the mother, and 
asked 


aked her as well as 1 could, what ſhe muſt 
have? ſhe told me, fixpence. But | paid 


into her hand, 1 ſhut it, and gave her to un- 
derſtand that | would give it her all. There- 
upon 1 obſerved ſuch a mixture of joy and 
confuſion both in the mother and daughter. 


returned home very melancholy. I had no 
ſooner entered the doors, but Janine asked 
me, where | had been all the afternoon ? 
and that with ſuch an air, as if ſhe had ob- 
ſerved ſome diſorder in me. I told her, 1 
had been to hear a noted miniſter, and ta- 
ken a walk in the fields with him after ſer- 
mon; and pretending to be very weary, bid 


n Win dreaming of methods to render myſelf 
more familiar with my young milk-maid; 
e but could think of none, that did not ſeem 
t o me impracticable ; ſince ſhe ſpoke nothing 
o but Dutch which I did not underſtand. On 
s che other hand, my pallion was too vehe- 
t nent, to go off fo. My diſeaſe was deſpe- 
e Inte, and, therefore, acer requir'd 
t I deſperate cure. | 
is At laſt, a notion came into my head, 
, Wat I would teach this young milk-maid 
w Wrench; and I ſucceeded in that enterprize, 
. according to with, by means of a poor ma- 
d fer of languages with whom 1 was ac- 
| quainted. 
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her at a bett ex rate; for clapping a ducatoon 


Mean time, they kept my money, and! 
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her turn down my bed. I ſpent the night 
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2 I went to his lodgings the next 
ay, and having lock'd his chamber-door 
after me, engaged him,”by an oath, not to 
diſcover to any perſon, the ſecret 1 was go- 
ing to communicate to him. After which, 
I addreſs'd him thus: There's ten piſ- 
toles for you, my dear friend, if you can 
228 the perſon 1 ſhall direct you to, to 
earn ſo much of the French tongue, as to 
underſtand one that talks to her in that lan- 
Euage, and to * * herſelf in the ſame. 
met with no difficulty, in engaging that 
honeſt fellow in my intereſts: He no ſoonet 
heard the ſound of ten piſtoles, but he was 
on ti p- toe to ſerve me. 1, therefore, told 
him the Perſon, and pointed out the houſe 
to him, at a diſtance; after which, he al- 
ſured me, that he would compaſs all that | 
could deſire; and that.if I would only give 
myſelf the trouble of coming to him again 
the next day, he would certainly give me 
a poſitive anſwer, becauſe he was very well 
known in that houſe, and the mother put 3 
rene confidence in him; and, therefore, | 


ed no cid to feartn © 

1 return'd home very well ſatisfy'd, and 
full of hopes; expecting with the utmoli 
impatience; the hour appointed for our 
rendezyous the next day, But 1 muſt here 
acquaint my readers, that when firlt | be- 


came ſenſible of my growing paſſion for that 
charm 
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charming peaſant, and conceiv'd the de- 
ign of making her my miſtreſs, 1 always 
endeavour'd to keep out of her ſight, and 
contented myſelf with the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing her thro? the glaſs- windows. For as l 
had taken the reſolution, to go and ſee het 
home, | had no mind to let her know it. 
And this precaution which 1 took to conceal 
myſelf was highly neceſſary. 

did not fail the next day, to go to the 
maſter of languages, at the time appointed. 
went up to hs chamber trembling, for fear 
he had miſcarry'd in his attempt: But (the 
worſe luck for me) he had but too well ſuc: 
ceeded. For having learnt my paſſion, 
from the firſt word [ fpoke to him, he had 
ſo well play'd his part with the mother of 
my lord object, that ſhe not only conſented 
her daughter ſhould learn French, but gave 
me free liberty to come and ſee het as often 
2s | pleas'd. He had, indeed, attack'd the 
old woman, on her we k fide, and us'd tho 
ready method to draw her into the ſnare; 
to-wit, by repreſenting to her the great ad- 
yantages that might accrue to her from this 
adventure. She was a poor widow, who, 
with her daughter, liv'd only upon the pro- 
ft ariſing from the milk of three or four 
cows. She had liv'd very well in her hus- 
band's life · time; inſomuch that the remem' 


brance of time paſt, heighten'd her hopes 
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of that which was future, and oblig'd her to 
'Y accept, ſo much the more willingly, the 
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propoſal made to her. But I proceed now, 
to tell you, how my little ſpark, the ma. 
ſter of languages, manag'd her. 
»Tis not, dear Jacomine, ſaid he, (for 
that was the mother's name) to drink milk, 
as uſual, that 1 am come hither to- day; No, 
tis upon quite another ſcore. I am come to 
inform you of the happineſs that attend: 
both you and your daughter; and, provide! 
you give credit to what | ſay, and lay aſ de 
all ſcruples, I dare promiſe you, your for: 
tune is made, —— You know, my dear, 
added he, that 1 have always been your 
Friend, and ever taken a pleaſure in ren: 
dering you any ſervice. As believe, you 
are each perſuaded of this truth, I de- 
fire you to hearken a little to what 1 ſhal! 
ſay to you. There is a gentleman in town, 
i who, tho” a foreigner, is yet a man of ſing- 
 - ular probity, and ſomewhat advanced in 
i years! He is not a young, flaſhy coxcomb; 
1 you have already ſeen him yourſelf in this 
il very houſe He is very rich, and loves your 
daughter even to deſpair. Nor is there any 
1 thing he would not undertake, to obtain 
1 her mutual affection. For the reſt, I can 
Fl allure you, That his ſentiments are untainted 
and inviolable; and that he really defigns 
to make the fair Chriſtina, one day, his 


a | wife. 
as 
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wife. But as hid affairs don't permit him 
to divulge the matter, till after a certain 
time, he only defires, you would, in the 
mean while, grant him leave to come and 
ſee your daughter, and declare to her the 
violent paſſion he bas entertain'd in her be- 
half. For this reaſon, he has thought fit 
to gs upon me tor his confident, and 
preſs'd me to make you conſent to Chriſti- 
na's learning French of me. Moreover, he 
charged me to tell you, that his purſe is at 
your command; and that it is only in your 
ower to determine, whether he ſhall be 
ur or miſerable. This is what had to 
ſay to you; and now what remains but for 
you to tell me your thoughts upon the mat- 
ter ? Why, my thoughts, anſwer'd the 
unwary Jacomine, are exactly conformable 
to yours in this point ; provided only, that 
_ words are accompany*'d with ſincerity : 
or, if I miſtake not, the gentleman you 
ſpeak of, is the very ſame, that gave us, om 
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Sunday laſt, a Ducatoon for a meaſure of 


milk. 1 believe fo too, mother; anſwer'd 
the daughter; for. all the while he was here, 
his eyes were ever off me; and I knew well 
enough by his looks, that he came for ſome- 
thing elſe, beſides drinking of cream. He 
ſeem'd to me, reply'd the old woman, to be 
as honeſt a man as ever liv'd; and if ſo be 
he does but act like a loyal lover, (as you 

N make 
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me hope he will) and likes my daughter, 
ſhall willingly leave the whole matter to 
| the providence of Gad, to be diſpos'd ac- 
| cording to his will, relying entirely upon 
you.——And as the daughter expreſs'd no 
|  dFiſlike, concluded the — of languages, 
1 | appointed a rendezyous between you for 
V to morrow, that you may ſettle all things 
13 to the ſatisfattion of both parties. 
11 l liſten'd attentively to all that my gentle- 
1 man ſaid; and tho' I was overjoy'd, that 
neither the mother nor the daughter had re- 
jected my propoſal, yet I was vex'd at the 
| - ſame time, that the maſter had gone be- 
| yond his commiſſion, in advancing things 
| which | hid not once thought of. Perceiv- 
N ing my chagrin, —— ] find, fir, ſays he, 
witha ver Shows air, that 1 ſhall be finely 
i rewarded for the good offices I have endea- 
1 voured to render you, in the quality of con- 
| ident of a paſlion that conſumes you; tho' 
nobody but myſelf could, in the firſt inter- 
view, have carry'd things to ſuch a height 
as I have done: Nor indeed could I have 
done it myſelf, had not 1 been particularly 
well acquainted in the houſe, and the mo- 
ther and daughter repos'd an entire confi- 
dence in me. Well, I perceive, repeated 
he, that lam like to he gloriouſly rewarded, 
but this ſhal: ſerve as a warning to me, not 


to trouble my head, for the future, 1 
e 
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affairs of perſons 1 don't know. He had 
gone on In this ſtrain, had not I interrupted 
him, and deſir'd him to moderate his paſ- 
ſion, about an affair that was not worth it, 
] told him that I was honeſt and fair; and 
that far from diſapproving what he had 
done for me, I ſhould think myſelf eternal- 
ly oblig'd to him for it, provided he would 
go thro? ſtitch with a work he had ſo hap- 
pily begun. I found, that I had to do with 
a meer Dulman, who could not diſtinguiſh 
juſt from earneſt ; and that I could not avoid 
the engagement I had enter'd into; the ra- 
ther, — it was. no longer iv my power 
to rid myſelf of my paſſion, without making 


away my life with it. I begun, therefore, 


with giving him the ten piſtoles | had pro- 
mis'd him, and conjured him to continue to 


act with fidelity in that important affair, re- 
commending it to him, withal, to be diſ- 
creet and prudent in the management there- 


of. I aſſured him, farther, that I would 
make him ample amends for the trouble he 
was at upon my accouut : Wherefore, he 
proteſted, on his part, with the moſt ſo- 
Emu oaths, that I might confide in him, as 
ſafely as in myſelf, Things thus ſet to 


{i ering, the hour appointed drew near, [ 
defir'd him to go along with me, that we 
might appear to be men of our words. In 

5 | ſhorr, 


2 between my maſter and me; and con- 
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ſhort, we arrived at my milk-maids, exactly 
at three o'clock. Going into the room, | 
took her by the hand, and kiſs'd it; and 
not being able to expreſs myſelf to her in 
the language which ſhe underſtood, I con- 
yinced her, by my eyes, how far the light . 
of her tranſported me. The charming 
Chriſtina, as baſhful as ſhe was, gave me 
evident proofs, how much ſhe reckon'd 
upon the felicity her future maſter had flat- 
ter'd her withal. 1 made the ſame compli- 
ment to the mother, as to the daugater; 
after which, we ſat down, and begun to diſ- 
courſe the point. In a word, the reſult of 
the conference was, That the milk maid 
would begin to learn French, and be glad 
to ſee me; provided 1 would give her my 
word, and promiſe, before God, to marry 
her, as ſoon as my affairs would permit; 
and the maſter of languages to be witneſs to 
that marriage: And farther, that if when 
1 had marry'd her, 1 ſhould carry her into 
my own country, | would likewiſe take her 
mother along with me. J concluded from 
theſe words, that they ſtudy'd in the night 
what conditions to put to me ; and that 
what the maſter of languages had ſaid to 
them the day beſore, had made too great 
an impreſſion upon their minds. I was too 
much ra pt up with the charming Chriſtiaa 
fa deliberate, a moment, upon the props 
1 TTY als 
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ſals offer'd me, but, without the leaſt heſi- 
tation, ſubſcrib'd to all their demands, and 

ave both the mother and daughter my 
hand, for the performance of the conditi- 
ons ſtipulated. Then | gave the young milk 
maid to underſtand, that 1 would no longer 
ſuffer her to carry milk; and, that the bet- 
ter to colour our intrigue, ſhe ſhould keep a 
maid, and pretend ſhe had recety'd a hurt 
in her ſhoulders. I told her farther, that 
ſhe might wear the ſame cloaths as ſhe did 
before; and that I only defir'd the would be 
very naet in her linnen, with which 1 would 
take care to furniſh her. We agreed too, 
that as often as I had a mind to come and 
ſee her to give notice of it to my confi- 
dent there preſent, to the end ſhe might take 
the neceflary precautions, and contrive to 
ſend the maid out of the way. Theſe mea- 
ſures taken, 1 put my hand in my pocket, 
and pulling out ten ducats, gave them to 
the mother, whom I aſſur'd at the ſame time 
by my interpreter, that it was my deſire, 
ſhe would make much ot herſelf therewith ; _ 
recommending. ĩt to her to take care of my 
dear little wife, whom | held all this while 
by the hand, and fix*d a thouſand kiſſes on 
her lips, before we parted. By this time, I 
thought of returning home; and having ta- 
ken my leave, delired the maſter of the lan- 
guages, as we were going back, not to fail 
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of going the next day, and giving his fait 
ſcholar her leſſon ; and to do his utmoſt, to 


make her underſtand French in a ſhort time; 


aſſuring him, that ifhe would be whole days 
with her, he ſhould be well paid for his 
pains. As ſoon as we came into the city, 
we parted, and I return'd home, full of joy ; 
and found my coffee-room crowded with 
gentlemen. 

My Principal care was, to keep this in- 
trigue ſo ſecret, that Janine ſhould know no- 
thing at all of the matter; for which pur- 

ole, 1 took my old road, with reſpect to 
bee and treated her with all poſſible ſweet- 
nels of temper, My bulinels — {h'd daily 
more and more; ſo that ſcarce a day paſs'd 
but 1 got, at leaſt, fifteen ducats. And thus 
was I in a condition, to act the generous part 
by my dear Chriſtina, whom I never fail 
ot viſiting three or four times a week. We 
ſoon came to a good underſtanding of one 
another; ſo that having repeated to her, 
with my own mouth, the aſſurances given 
her by the maſter of languages, ſhe aban- 
don'd herſelf entirely to me. 

'Tis abſolutely impoſſible for me, cour- 
teous reader, to reprefent to thee all the 
charms which I found in that lovely object 
Never did mortal ſee any thing fo perfect 
and accompliſh'd! In a word, ſuch was 
my, happineſs, that I gafily loſt the my, 
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of all the Pleaſures] had taſted before, which 
ap pear'd to be nothing compar'd with theſe 
| enjoy'd with my dear Chriſtina the milk- 
maid! and lam e that were 
permitted to deſcribe all her moſt engag- 
ing charms, you that read my memoirs 
would enyy me. Nevertheleſs, 1 afture 
you, in Gig of all that felt the curſe of 
envy, Icontinued in the peaceable enjoyment 
of that lovely perſon, for the ſpace of four- 
teen months; which, far from taking off 
the edge of my love, did ſo inflame and aug- 
ment my paſſion, daily, that I neglected 
all other buſineſs, to prove a faithful ſlave 
to Cupid, and his mother Chriſtina. This 
rais'd ſuch a jealouſy in Janine's breaſt, that 
ſhe reſoly'd at laſt, to dodge me, and ſee 
whither I went. Nor did ſhe wait long to 
ſatisfy her curigſity; for the very day after 
ſhe had taken this reſolution, 1 went to lee 
Chriſtina; and Janine, turning ſpy, ſaw me 
go into the milk maid's houſe. Tho' the 
jealous huzzy had too much reſpe for me, 
to follow me in, yet*ſhe was ſo miſchievous, 
as to ſtay till | came out. While 1 was 
there with her whom 1 lov'd beſt, who 
ſhould come in but rhe maſter o languages? 
who calling me afide, told me, he had ſcen 
Janine walking to and fro about forty yards 
from the houſe ; and that, therefore, it was 
No. 10. Ee 4 
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was extremely ſorry, the gentleman was 
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high time to think of ſome method to keep 
her ignorant of the intrigue. At the name 
of Janine, all my ſenſes were put into ſuch 
diſorder, that my new wife perceiving it, 
ask'd me, whence ſuch a ſudden change 
roceeded? I told her the matter was not 
worth her hearing; for that it was only up- 
on the maſterof anguages telling me a piece 
of news, that a little vex*d me; to wit, that 
a man that ow'd me a great deal of money, 
diſappear'd. Mean time, I was oblig'd to 
take meaſures to leave that houſe, in which 
was diſturb'd with a thouſand diſmal fears, 
and obſery'd by the eyes of Janine, of whom 
T had then moſt reaſon to be afraid. For 
that end, 1 took the maſter of languages in- 
to one-corner of the room, to conſult with 
him about what we had beſt to do, to take 
away from Janine all the fatal jealouſies ſhe 
might have conceiv'd. The reſult of our 
ſhort conference was, that we ſhould goout 
together; and that if Janine ſtill lay per- 
due, 1 ſhould pretend to be amaz'd to ſee 
her there; and that we ſhould ſay, that the 
Houſe ſhe ſaw us come out of, was a walk | 


often took, for the ſake of the converſation 


of a certain Vertuoſo, who frequented that 
houſe, and in whoſe company | took fo much 
Pleaſure, that hours ſeem'd but as minutes, 
while 1 was with him. Moreover, that! 
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ed her ears. 
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not there to day; and the more, becauſe I 
did not know where he liv'd, fo that I could 
not inform myſelf of the reaſons that hin- 
der'd his coming. The project thus con- 
certed, I took my leave of the dear milk- 
maid, and went out of the houſe, in com- 
pany of her maſter. As ſoon as I caſt my 


eyes towards the city, I ſpy'd\Janine, who | 


no ſooner ſaw me come out of doors, butſhe 
turn'd about, and made great haſte home. I 
was highly pleas'd with that fancy, by rea- 
ſon it gave me more time to think of what 
| had to ſay to her, and to defend myſelf a- 
gainſt any ſurprize. It was not that I ap- 
prehended any miſchief on the part of Ja- 
nine, over whom I had too much awe ; but 
| was afraid my milk maid, to whom I had 
promis'd marriage, would find out, that I 
was a burgher of Utrecht, and that I had 
another perſon with me, who went for my 
wife. And that affair had been of danger 
ous conſequence to me, it it had been diſco- 
ver'd : Intomuch that I was obliged to take 
all imaginable precautions to conceal my in- 
trigue from Janine, who would have taken 
care to ſpread it, enough, had it once reach- 
Whea I and the maſter of languages part- 
ed, I aſſur'd him, that I would come to his 
lodgings the next day, and tell him bow | 

came off with Janine. 
W + "BN 5 7 9 Being 


2 W. LIFE 


Being come home, I found her making 
chocolate for ſome gentlemen; and goirg 
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up to her Was it nat you, my dear, 


ſaid I, ſmiling, that I ſaw without the gate 
of Amſterdam, about an hour ago? l am 
ſure, if it was you, there is a perſon in this 
city very much like you,—It was I, ſure e- 


nough, anſwci'd Jai.ine, with a very feri- 


ous air; for I had a mind to ſee, with my 
own eyes, Whither you go every day, and 
to know the reaſon why you thus neglett 
the coffee room, | wiſh my ſuſpicion be 
ill ground d, adJed the, ſi hing; but alas! 
how afraid am I, that to my ſorrow, and 
your own too in the er d) there is but too 
much occaiion for it! — V hat are you be- 
witch'd? anſwer'd |, interruptirg ber, that 


you talk to me, in this manner? do you 
peak in . when you rave thus? or, 
do you only do it, to divert yourſelf? if you 
ſpeak ſeriouf],, I ſhail take a pleaſure in 
mortifying your curioſity, and -puniſhing 


your unjuſt ſuſpicions, by carry ing you to 
the place where you faw me, to let you 


know the reaſans which induce me to go thi- 


ther. Then I told her all that the maſter 


of languages aid I had agreed upon; and as 
ſhe feem'd.to give credit to all chat I ſaid, | 
begun to talk with ber about our domeſtick 
affairs, and after having ſupp'd very loving- 


ly together, went tq bed, . where 1 
CS - „ the 
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the night with abundance of uneaſineſs; fot. 


had no ſooner fallen aſl:ep, but l was tor- 
merited wit ſrightful dreams. Among the 
reſt, methought, my young milk-· maid, ha- 
ving diſcoverd who! was, baſe y reproach'd 
me; and that with looks pale like death, 


eyes drown'd in tears, and all over trem- 


bling, ſhe abandon'd herſelf to deſpair, and 


came ruſhing upon me, with a naked po- 


niard in her hand, in order to make a thou- 
ſand oilet holes in my skin. My ſoul was 
ſo troubled with that diſmal thought, that 
as faſt, as I was I cry'd out aloud, ah! dear 
Chriſtiva, what are you going to do? then l 
waked in a great fright, and tho? I knew it 
was but a dream, yet I paſs'd the night very 
irkſomely, being full of apprehenſions, that 
it preſaged ſome. fatal adventure ! the night 


was no ſooner gone, but my mind having 


been extraordinarily fatigued with thoſe il- 
luſions, 1 fell aſleep at break of day, and did 
not wake till ten o*'clock, As ſoon as I was 
got up and dreſs'd, I went down into the 
coffee room, and asking for Janine, the maid 
told me ſhe was gone to market, I the 
more eafily believ'dthis, becayſe ĩt was mar- 
ket day; but ſhe did not tell me, her mi- 


ſtreſs had been gone ever ſinee ſeven: of the 


clock in the morning. She came home a- 
gain about eleven, and -ſhew*d me all her 
bargains rr far 
ohh N ying 
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| lying abed fo long, and not going alons 


ther a field in the morning, than to 18 


with her to market. Dinner time being 
come, I eat very heartily, and not dreaming 
but Janine had entirely loſt her jealouſy, 

rew, once more impatient tojſee my charm- 
ing milk-maid. No ſooner, . therefore, had 
1 dined, but l went out, and call'd upon the 
maſter of languages by the way; but | took 
the precaution to look behind me every now 
and then, to ſee if I was not watch'd. When 
I knock*d at his door, he deſir'd me to ſtay 
for him a little, which 1 did at the city- gate; 
and as ſoon as he came up with me, we went 
another way, than we were wont to walk, 
But is was then too late, to uſe precautions; 


the ſteed was ſtol'n, and it was to no purpoſe 


to ſhut the ſtable door. But, however, it 

was not long before we arriv'd at that little 

cottage, which was, before, the oe in 
8 


which 1 enjay'd the moſt perfect bliſs. 


Going directly in doors, and finding the 


mother of my lov'd object alone, I ask'd 
with ſome eagerneſs, where my dear Chriſti- 


na was? ſhe is ſick abed, reply'd the old 


woman. She had ſcarce utter'd thoſe words, 
but fitting down, ſhe let fall a ſhower of 
tears, and made the moſt ſenſible complaints 


thatever were heard. This ſomewhat ſtar- 


tled me; and I began to ſuſpect, then, that 


Janine had ſprung her mine, and been far- 
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ket. Nor was it long before I was confirm'd 
in my conjectu re with a witneſs! for the 
daughter hearing the complaints of her mo- 
ther, and not knowing | was there, put on 
a night-gown which 1 had given her, and 
got out of bed, to comfort her mother. But 
how was ſhe confounded at the fight of me! 
In a word, the ſcream'd out, axd fell into a 
fit in her mother's arms! her charmin 
cheeks which before would have clip! 
the glories of the lil lies and roſes, were im- 
me diately o'erſpread with a frightful pale- 
neſs; and her whole body was like ice, and 
without any ſymptom of life ! Jacomine, be- 
ing frighted almoſt out of her wits, made 
diſmal moan, and would fain have gone out, 
and implored the aſſiſtance of ſome kind 
neighbours ; but.the maſter of languages and 
| kept her within, and taking the dear ex- 
pirer in our arms, carry*d her back to her 
d. Then having delir'd the'maſter of lan- 
guages to comfort the old woman, I pull'd 
a little viol out of my pocket, where [I al- 
ways carry'd one, and pour'd a few drops of 
water into a lictle white wine, which, with 
muck ado, I got down my milk maid's 
throat. Scarce had ſhe ſwallow'd 'em, but 
the began to recover her ſpirits; whereupon, 
having rubb'd her temples and noſtrils with 
bungary water, till ſhe began to open her 
t eyes, {got out of her light, for fear of ibrow- 
1. 3 „ 
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ing her into a relapſe. Then leaving the 
maſter of languages alone wich the mot er, 
I retired to a little room juſt by, and there 
far down in as deplorable a condition as 
that my miſtreſs was reduced to. | 
had not, however, been there long, before 
my friend came and told me. that the fair 
Chriſtina had entirely recovered her fitt, 
and deſired to ſpeak with me. 1 could not 
deny that lovely creature, tho? 1 went trem- 
bling, like a guilty malefactor before a ſe- 
vere judge. Wherefore, throwing myſelf 
upon my knees at her bedlide,——T hu: 


proſtrate at your feet, my ador'd Chriſtina, 


ſays I, 1 lie, to hear the ſubject of your 
alarms; and if 1 am ſo milerable, as to 
have been the cauſe of 'em, i'll invent ſuch 
a method of puniſhment for myſelf, as ſhall 
entirely convince you, that my will had 
not the leaſt ſhare in't, I am willing to be- 


lieve, anſwer'd ſhe, that the blind pathon 


you had for me, did not permit you to con- 
ſider the deplorable ſtate to which you were 
going to reduce me: But then, continued 


ſhe, could you make choice of none but 2 


poor milk- maid, 1 would“ fain know, to 
allay your deviliſh heat? What will become 
of me, unfortunate wretch that I am! And 


ſince 1 can't be your wife, What will be. 


come of the fruit of your criminal amou!s: 


Alas! miſerable woman that 1 am wy 
ols 


know very well as _—_ formerly 


- — —— 
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lo% is irretrievable! my wound incurable! 
nor will all my tears and deſpair ayail, to 
the taking away the (tains of my ſully'd vir- 
tue? ungrateful man! thus to deceive me! 
but yes, you have deceiv'd me, and all my 
innocent and ſaich ful. love is to expect no bet- 
ter fate, than that of a dark gloomy deſpair, 

es, I ſay, And if I were not in the condition 
am in, 1 would before now have put a ſto 
to the courſe of my unfortunate days ! theſe 


ſtrokes ſtruck me to the quick, and pene- 


trated even to my inmoſt ſoul! But I thought 
it was now high time to interrupt her, and 
prevent the return of a deadly ſwoon ! ceaſe, 
my dear, ſays I, thus to kill me with your 
cruel complaints! Give me only the reſpite 
of a few moments, and leave to inform you, 
that you wrong me, in loading me with the 
crimes you have now laid to my charge! 1 
have now laboured almoſt theſe three hours, 
under the moſt extreme grief, and have born 
all your accuſations, | Phow not why! tell 
me, therefore, at leaſt, 1 conjure you, what 
can be the ſubject of your uneaſineſs; and l 
doubt not, but you will afterwards acknows 
ledge; that the evil is not yet ſo. great, but 
that a remedy ma be found fo it. 
Have not J all the reafon in the world to 
be afflicted, ſaid ſhe, after what has been 
told me this Morning? A woman that 1 
lery'd 
ber 


F 
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her with milk, and who keeps a coffee. Iſl | 
houſe, came hither, this morning, and de- 
ſir d to ſpeak with the woman of the houſe. ill 
My mother and I deſir'd her to walk in, and 
fit-down, and ask'd her whether we could 
do her any ſervice. But as ſhe can hardly 


expreſs her meaning in Dutch, 1 told her, 
that if ſhe pleaſed to ſpeak in French, I ſhould 
uuderſtand her much better. Thereupon, 
| ſhe told me, that the occaſion of her com- 
ing was, to inform herlelf, whether we 
knew ſignor Rozelli, that kept the Italian 
coffee · houſe in ſuch a place? for that ſhe had 
| ſeen him come into the houſe yeſterday, in 
1 company with another man; and that he 
| | ſtaid here above three hours. 1 know not, 
1 


| ' - replyed 1 to the gentlewoman, whether he 

| that came hither yeſterday, keeps a coffee- 
| | houſe, or not ; but 1 would fain know, what 
16 Intereſt you have in the matter, and why 
"0 you ask fo many queſtions? I think, an- 
1 ſwered ſhe, that 1 may inform myſelf of 
j the places my husband frequents, in order 
do diſcover the reaſons that engage him to 
neglect his buſineſs at the rate he does. How 
ſaid 1! very muchſurpriſed ; is the man you 
ſpeak of, your husband? why! it perfect- 


i | ly amazes me ! for as often as he has come 
| bither, with the man with whom you ſaw 
| 
| 


— 


him yeſterday, he never told me, be was 
marry'd ? Thereupon, ſhe put ſeveral queſ- 
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tions to me, about the buſineſs of your com- 


ing hither, and what you had to do here? 
To which 1 anſwer'd her, that 1 knew no 
otherwiſe, than that you delir'd my mother 
to let you come to her houſe, with a friend 


ot yours, to manage ſome private affairs 


4 


that were between you? But that would not 


do; for as I could no longer conceal my 


ſhame and guilt, ſhe eafily perceiv'd it, 


and told me plainly, ſhe faw but too well, 


that it was quite upon another account, than 
what I had told her, that you came ſo often © 
hither ; and that ſhe knew a method whereby 


to make me repent my boldneſs. There- 


upon, ſhe roſe like lightning from her ſeat, - 


and went out of the houſe raving like a fury. 
For my part, I remain'd ſpeechleſs and 

5 that 1 had 
ſcarce the power to tell my poor mother 
what 1 had heard. Since that, my grief is 


trembling for ſome time, 


ſo augmented, that being no longer able to 
ſtand, I was obliged to go to bed, and was 


talking of my misfortunes to my mother, 
when you came in. And is not this, think 


ye, matter of ſorrow enough for me ? and 
have I not too much reaſon to complain? 
concluded the fair Chriſtina. Yes doubt- 
leſs, my dear, you have too much, anſwer'd 
I; but nevertheleſs, don't alarm yourſelf 
with all that unhappy woman might have 
told you. But the better to perſuade you, 
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tinued I, that you have nothing to fear on 
that (ide, I'll give you a faithful account, 
how affairs ſtand between that impertinent 
buſy body and me, Theroupon, T told the 
aflited milk-maid (who in that languiſh- 
ing condition, appear'd to be more beauti - 
ful than ever) all that related to Janine, ever 
ſince my taking her from ſervice; adding, 
that indeed ſhe had told truth, in ſaying 1 
kept a coffee-houſe ; but that it was not out 
of a principal of neceſſity, but of policy, 
and for very important reaſons, the ſecret 
whereof I would communicate to her. I aſ- 
ſur'd her farcher, that 1 had not made a 
fool of her; that my love wis ſincere and of 
an ynparallte''d violence; that nothing in 
the world ſhould put by the reſolution I had 
taken to love her as long as I liv'd; that as 
for Janine's part, where it not for making a 
noiſe, I'd take a ſevere method to- puniſh 
| her impudence, and from that very. day 
make her ſerve me as my woman ; but that 
my intereſts not permitting me ſo to do, we 
muſt &'en take meaſures to. ſecure her againſt 
the inſults of that mad-woman, Pluck up 
a a good heart, then, my dear Chriftina, ſaid 
I; and abandon your melancholy from this 
very moment. If tis true, that you lov'd 
me, and that you have ſtill the ſame ſenti- 
ments for me, as | have for you, neyer fear, 
but in a little time, I'll complete your bap- 
| | pine. 
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pineſs. I ollow'd thoſe words with a river 
of tears, with which J bath'd her pretty 
hands, holding em in mine, and kiffing em 
every moment. Thus ſhe made no difficulty 
of believing my fincerity ; upon which, joy 


' ſat, once more, on her charming looks. 


| took that opportunity to make her receive 
ſome nouriſhmetit ; for ſhe' had neither eat 
nor drank that whole day; and as night 
drew on, I told her, J muſt return home, 
to diſpole all things that might contribute 
to our repoſe — What, will you leave 
me, then, ſaid ſhe, with tears in her eyes, 
and ſqueezing my hand, juſt when I find 
my ſelf very Ill, and am about to bring the 
fruit of your love into the world? 
[don't believe, that will happen yet a-while, 
anſwered I ; but, however, to ſatisfy you 
as to that point, I'll deſire the maſter of 
languages to tarry here all night, and re- 
commend it to him to take care of a- mid- 
wife. l am content, ſaid ſhe, provided 
you promiſe to come hither ag in to mor- 
row morning, as ſoon as the gates are open'd, 
for 1 am ſadly afraid 1 ſhall die, without 
the pleaſure of ſeeing you again: And if 
that fatal hour be come, heaven grant, at 


leaſt, that 1 may not end my days, without 


giving you, with my embraces, the laſt to- 

kens of my affection and tenderneſs ! — Ba- 

niſh, 1 conjure you, my dear, N —— 
a a ; 4 u 
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ſuch vain alarms! and entertain not fearful 
thoughts, at a ſeaſon when. you need not! 
Rather take care to recover from the trouble 
that has agitated you all day; and endea - 
vour to reſt well to-night, in fall per- 
ſuaſion, that Il ſee you again to-morrow 
morning by day-break. Tis now time tor 
me to return home, and for the maſter of 
languages to go and fetch the midwife. 
Let me therefore, ſore againſt my will, bid 

ou good-night ! adieu, till to morrow !— 

bus having parted from my charming 
milk-maid, 1 ordered all that had 'paſs'd to 
be told to the mother; and ſo went out with 
the maſter of languages, deſiring him to find 
out a diſcreet midwife, and conduct her im- 


mediately to my miſtreſs's, and not leave 


her, till I came again. 5 
Being arriv'd at home, I went into my 
chamber by a private door, becauſe none of 
the company in my coftee-room ſhould 
perceive my. concern. The firſt thing 1. 
did, was, to ſend for Janine, who had no 
ſooner enter'd my chamber, but 1 ſhut the 
door, and thus addreſs'd myſelf to her, 
Have you forgot Janine, who you are, 
and who l am? And do you thus abuſe the 
kindneſs 1 have ever had for you? Ungrate- 
ful wretch ! ls this the reſpect you ought 
to have for your maſter? D'ye think l am 
ignorant of your hot headed temerity, in 
prying 
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prying into my actions, and beating up 


my quarters? You have had the impudence. 


to abuſe a perſon whom I honour and eſteem 
for the ſake of the man who is her husband! 
You have, by your unaccountable doings, 
broken the meaſures [ had taken, about an 
affair of the laſt importance, to make it 
known, that l am a learned ecclcftaſtick of 
the church of Rome; and that for particu- 
lar reaſons! Go! dread my anger! and 
know, that I'll never forgive the trick you 
have played me, as long as] live! And if 
ever, hereifter, you offer to ſtir a ſtep, 


out of the houſe, without my conſent, ou 


may afſure yourſelf, you ſhall never enter 
it again! I ſpoke this with an air that made 
luch an impreflion upon the mind of Janine, 
that ſhe threw herſelf at my feet, and em- 
bracing my knees, ask'd my pardon a 
thouſand times, and proteſted, ſhe would, 
by no means riſe, till I had promis'd to 
forgive her the crime ſhe had raſhly com- 
mitted, and that 1 would never abandon 
her, I was fo couch'd with that ſubmiſſion 
that 1 immediately took her off her knees, 
and embracing her, told her once for all, 
that I entirely left the management ot che 
bouſe and cotfee-room to her, but that as 
for my private affairs, I deſir'd her never ta 
ntermeddle, nor trouble her head about 
em, except I had a mind ſhe ſhoulqs _ 

Thu 


— — 4 
＋ʒͤCEV 


1 
n . ——— Tr — 
— — © - 
® 2 it 


a 
i 
* 45 | 
Sy? 
9 4 
: 
„ 
| 
.& \ 
4 
” : 4d \ 
, 1 
"1 
. 
| 
: 
| | 
y 
1 t 


10 
- 1 
4 
. 


* * — ha 2 
— — —ů RIAA 


Fung ” 
_ * K ͤů— = 
2 7 — 
8 k 
it 
9 „ 
— - 
« 
. 


myſelf abſolute maſter over her, I ordered 


told her, before 1 went to ſleep, that [ 


juſt nick'd the time; but ſcarce had I got 
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Thus having made up the breach be- 
tween me and 1 and thereby render d 


the maid to lay the cloth, and bring ſapper 
in. Having eaten very heartily, we went 
to bed, where I made uſe of abundance of 
tender and obliging expreſſions, to recover 
Janine entirely 2 her jealous fit. At laſt 


muſt get up very early the next morning, in 
order, if poſſible to put an end to the diſor· 
ders which ſhe had occaſion'd. I flept very 
well all night, and waking about day- break, 
made haſte to dreſs myſelf, and run to the 
gate, to the end I might be as good as m 
word, and be there before it was open'd, 


out of the city, but 1 met the maſter of lan 
guages coming to me, with ſuch a melan- 
choly air, that I could not doubt, but ſome 
ſad accident had happen'd. Nor was I out 
in my conjecture; for as ſoon as he came 
up to me, he told me, that poor Chriſtina 
was brought to bed, about three in the 
morning, of a boy, which died ſoon after; 
and that the midwife ſaid, the mother was 
in great danger. I leave the reader to judge 
how that piece of news affected me. 

went into the houſe half dead, and ap- 
proaching her bed-ſide, all over trerabling. 
| am here, my dear Chriſtina, ſaid |, 
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Take courage, my lovely rogue; and lay 
not your loſs too much to heart I am as 
ſenſible of it as you; and therefore, we ought. 
to comfort one another come 1 hope we 
ſhall be happy for the future, at preſent we 
muſt take care to get you well again; for 
your health is the greateſt jewel. I have in 
the world. Afterwards 1 told her, that ſhe 
had nothing to fearon the part of the perſon 
who was there the day before, and whom I 
had taken care to keep in order. Then! 
told her all that had paſs'd between me and 
Janine. Whereupon ſhe ſeemed to be very” 
well ſatisfied, and reaching out her hand, 
and fixing her ghaſtly eyes upon me, 
am glad, my dear, ſaid the, to ſee you here, 
Now 1 am not afraid of death, let it come 
when it will! let it difplay all its terrors,! 
will yet receive it with an eaſy, pleaſanc 
look! on the other fide, her mother ſqueez- 
ing me by the hands, though ſhe cou:d not 
make me underſtand her, yet convinced me 
by her looks, of her profound grief, which 
diſſolv'd her all in tears! in a word, that 
chamber, at other times the place of my 
delight, was turn'd into the manſion of the 
deepeſt ſorrow. Mean time, 1 found my- 
ſelf under an indiſpenſable obligation to:take 
courage; for | ſaw very — £3 that if I 

had given the reins to my grief, (which to 
prevent, requir'd all my philoſophy) a:l 
1235+; of & would 
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would be loſt. Where dre, I deſired the 
maſter of languages to take away the mother, 
and endeayour to comfore her, and bid the 
midwife get every thing ready, that was re- 
quiſite in child- bed; and no ſooner was [ a- 
lone with her, but 1 thus beſpoke her. 

I know, very well, my dear, that you 
have all the reaſon in the world to be as 
much afflicted, as you appear to be to me; 
and that the loſs you have, this night ſuſ- 
tain'd, is none of the moſt ſupportable. | 
know too, that you are very ill, and that 
you will be worſe, if you don't moderate 
your grief, For this reaſon, baniſh I conjure 
you, all manner of ſorrow from your mind, 
and add not to the affliftion of the miſerable 

man, whoſe life would be a burden to him, 

if he muſt ſpend it without you! hitherto 
lz have done what can in oppoſition to the 
diſmal thought that crowd in upon me, that 
Y z might be in a condition to relieve you now 
p that you have ſo great need of conſolation ; 
„ but I muſt confeſs, if you don't let me know, 
i! that you have yet a mind to live, you will 
| | ſoon ſee me fink under the too heav agg 


of my miſeries!—— Well, let us live, ſaid 
ſhe, with a reſolute air; ſince it may hinder 
your death? for that's the only reaſon | have 
| to deſire. life! 1 conform entirely to your 
| will ; and afſure you, that for my part, | 
| . will neglect nothing that may tend to my 
| recover), 
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recovery: This ſaid 1 kiſs'd her hands a 
hundred times, and thanked her for the care 
ſhe took of me; then I called the midwife, 
and ordered her to give my dear milk wo- 
man the things which ſhe had 3 for 
her. After which having deſired her to 
compoſe herſelf to reſt —— That's what I 
very much want, ſaid ſhe ; but *tis Impoſſi- 
ble for me to ſleepa wink, unleſs you pro- 
miſe to fit by me all the while? Yes, My 
Dear, anſwer'd I, I'll do that with all my 
ſoul; and for that purpoſe, 1 will go and 
write a little note, anf fend it home, to let 
them know that I ſhall not dine there to. day. 
I wrote my letter, accordingly, and gave ic 
tomy confident, deſiring him to ſee for ſome 
boy in the city, to carry it to my houſe. 1 
alſo recommended it to him, to follow the 
boy, and ſee that he deliver'd it. I had be- 


fore defir'd the mother, to get the dinner 


ready againſt the maſter of languages came 
back, in order to eat as ſoon as Chriſtina was 
awaked. Then I went into the chamber a- 
gain, and ſitting down in one corner of the 
room, juſt by the milk woman's Bed- ſide, 
Here am I, My Dear, ſaid 1; try to go-to 
ſleep; for I will bear Fa company. Nor 
was it long before ſhe did ſo, and reſted ve- 
ry quietly for the fpace of three hours. 
When ſhe waked, I found ſhe was much 


better, and very eaſy, which fill'd her mo- 
G g 2 — ” 
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ther with joy. The maſter of languages pe- 
turn'd juſt at that very inſtant; upon which 
the cloth was laid, and we went to dinner. 
My dear Chriſtina ſaid ſhe had ſome appe- 
tite, and eat the wing of a chicken (which [ 
help'd her to) very heartily. I ſpent the reſt 
of the afternoon in giving the neceſſary or- 
ders, as well 1 the dead child, as 
for the recovery of my dearlying-in woman; 
and weagreed, that the maſter of languages 
ſhould lie there every night, till ſhe was 
perfectly well recover'd. All things being 
adjuſted, and perceiving, that the young 
milk woman was much better, I took my 
leave of her in very obliging expreſſions, 
and return'd home, where 3 receiv'd 
me cold enough. However, as I told her, 
the day before, upon what foot 1 would 
have her live with me, I did not put myſelf 
to any great pain, upon that ſcore. 
The next day, as ſoon as I had given the 
nece ſſary orders in my coffee-room, I went to 
fee Chriſtina, whom I found much better 
than ſhe bad been the day before. Her mo- 
the on the contrary, was confined: to her 
| bed by an ague; though when 1 ſaw her 
before, there was no likelihood of her being 
fick. I did all that I could to keep this ſe- 
cret from.my dear milk-woman ; becaule l 
knew it was enough to have kill'd her: We 


told her indeed that her mother was a little 
indiſ pos'd 
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indiſpoꝰ d; but that there was the leaſt dan- 
o Nevertheleſs, three days after, about 


ven in the evening, the good old woman 
paid nature's irremiſſible debt, and gave up 


the ghoſt ; but I took ſuch meaſures, that 


the daughter knew nothing of the matter, 
till about a week after her mother was 
bury'd. And when we could canceal it no 
longer, my conhdent and 1 fo well concerted 
meaſures, that when we told her the diſmal. 
news, we found m2ans to comfort her. 
R 2 as the charming — was 
appily got up again, 1 perſua her to 
ſell her a * what goods ſhe had, 
and to remove into the city. For this pur- 
oſe, I left it to the maſter of languages to 
find aut convenient lodgings in a place 
where my intrigue would be likely to ſuc- 
ceed without any diſturbance. As ſoon as 
he had done this, I furniſh'd my dear pea» 
fant with cloaths and ſcarff's A-la-mode ; 
and deſir'd my confident ro conduct her, in 
that equipage, to her lodgings, whither ſhe 
was follow'd by ſeveral porters with cheſts 
and trunks, as if ſhe was juſt arriv'd from 
Amſterdam. 1 likewiſe help'd her to a 
French maid. Thus fituated, we agreed 
about her maintenance; and ſcarce a day 
paſsg'd, but I went to ſee her; which coſt 
the unhappy, diſconſolate Janine, many a 
ſigh and tear! But L had after wards my 
2 ſbare 
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ſhare of grief, in my turn! For about fix 
weeks after 1 had taken this care of mY 


charming milk. woman, going, one day to 
ſee this Jady of the new edition, 1 found 


nothing at home; but having knock'd at 
the Door, a woman in the neighbourhood 
brought me the key, and told me, that che 
gentlewoman had given it her the day bes 
fore, inthe afternoon, and deſir'd her to de- 


liver it into my own hands. Tho” I was 
like one thunder-ſtruck, at that news; yet! 


had too much government of myſelf, to fall 
under it: Wherefore, I open'd the door, 
and went into the chamber; where J fouud 
the neſt, but the bird was flown. How- 
ever, caſting, by chance, my eyes upon 
the table, I ſaw a letter directed to me, 
which eutirely convinced me of the fair 
Chriſtina's eſcape, Haying open'd it, 1 


| read as follows: 


LETTER 


OO long, perfidious wietch ! too 
long have you abusd . plainneſs 
and innocency ! 1 have, at laſt ! diſcover'd 


* what you ſo {tudiouſly endeavour'd to con- 
* ceal from me! But this, alas! to my ſor- 
row] ofter it had coſt my poor mother her 
« life! your own ſon his! and ſcarce ſuffer d 


me to eſcape with mine! And is it, then 
. at 
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eat this price, vile man! that thou pur- 
* chaſeſt thy filthy, criminal pleaſures! Go, 
© cruel parracide ! and carry with thee, for 
© ever, the poinant thought ! of havin 
© baſely betray'd the unfortunate Chriſtina 
For my part, i'll leave this deteſtable 
abode! and hide myſelf from the fight of 
* all the world ! And, that 1 may the ſooner 
« efface thy perfidiouſnefs from my remem- 
brance, I leave it to heaven's juſtice, to 
* puniſh thee according to thy deſerts! But 
this, for thy tranquillity, wih that 
thou may'ſt forget me, with the ſame 
* eaſe, with which | leave thee ! adieu. 


All that read theſe memoirs, will eaſily 
imagine to what a picch of madneſs, or ra- 
ther, to what a depth of deſpair, this letter 
drove me! While 1 was agitated with a 
thouſand diſmal apprehenſions and revoly'd 
in my mind, the moſt tragical thoughts, 1 
heard ſomebody knock at the door, and did 
not, in the leaſt doubt, but my cruel mi- 
ſtreſs, touch'd with remorſe, was come to 
beg pardon for the injury ſhe had done me ! 
[flew therefore, to the window; but alas, 
how far was 1 out in my conjeCture ! Twas 
the maſter of languages, to whom 1 threw 
the key, to let him in. As ſoon as he en- 
tered che chamber, —— Ah ! dear friend, 
cry'd l, D'ye bring me any news from your 


ſcholar ? 
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ſcholar? The poor man was ſtruck all in 2 


heap, and reply'd, that he knew not what 
I meant. Well, 1 am ruin'd, then, cry d 
again; Chriſtina is no longer mine! but 
has abandon'd me in good earneſt, and left 
me pitileſs, a prey to my deſpair. Was it 
thus, cruel woman, that you muſt deal by a 
man who has given you ſo many repeated 
marks of the moſt ſincere and violent paſ- 
fion ? Is this all the reſpect l deſery'd at 
your hands?——And thus, 1 was fo o ver- 
whelm'd with grief, that I had certainly 
done myſelf ſome miſchief, had not the ma- 
ſter of languages ns'd his utmoſt efforts to 
hinder me, (for which | now think myſelf 
beholden to him: and am glad I was not 
ſuch a fool) by producing very ſtrong a gu- 
ments to allay my furious tranſports ! In a 
word, when 1 bad duly conſider'd the inju- 
rious letter the had written to me, I plainly 
perceiv'd, and was oblig'd to agree with the 
maſter of languages, that it was a —_— 
which ſhe made. uſe of, or rather a Ger- 
man quarrel with me, the better to diſguiſe 
an intrigue which ſhe had probably enter'd 
into with ſome ſtudent of quality; and that 
to be more at leiſure to purſue that new con- 
queſt, ſhe had thought fit to run away from 
me. Theſe conjeftures ſeem'd to be very 


IF well grounded; by reaſon, in rummaging a 


few old cloaths which ſhe had left IP 
- | her 


_ 
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her, 1 found two pair of mens ſhoes, and 
ſeveral love- letters, which 1 ſuppoſe ſhe had 
dropt by chance. One of theſe amourets 
ran in the following ters. 


LETTER 

OW long! dear angel, will you 
| make me languiſh for the ſake of a 
few trifling reflections, that you force upon 
your own mind! What can you have of dan- 
gerous, while with me! Every thing is rea- 
d; for our voyage! and your conſent given, 
we ſet out to morrow after dinner! I will 
be with you by and by at the uſual hour! 
do not fail to let your maid be at the door, 
to give me notice, if old Rout be there! ln 
the name of Jove, My Dear, let us not de- 
lay the execution of our project for one mo- 
ment! for I can no longer fubfilt under the 
intolerable grief of ale my ſe lf only 
4s a Partner of a good which compoſes all 
my happineſs ! think of me, therefore, my 
dear angel! who, in expectation of the 


pleaſure of embracing you without uneaſi- 
tels, remains wholly yours! Adieu! 


There needed no more to make me forget 
that wicked creature. Thus | recovered my 
former tranquility, and reſolved to go home 
Grectly, and make up the matter in good 
tarneſt, with my faithful janine. Having 
„„ made 
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made a preſent to the maſter of languages, 
of what remained in the houſe, (which a- 
mounted to the value of about twenty du- 
cats) and paid him very genteelly beſides; 
I returned him thanks for his good offices, 
and affured him, that 1 would call and ſee 
him now and then. And thus ended that 
intrigue; after having coſt me abundance of 
trouble, and above 200 piſtoles; and | 
thought myſelf happy in making ſuch a 


come off, too. 


When I arrived at home, I appeared 
much better humoured to Janine, than | 
uſed ;. and began to be more conſtant in my 
coffee-room ; which ſoon convinced Janine, 
that ſome change had happened to her ad- 
vantage; and | have fince heard, that fhe 

ave two piſtoles tothe poor, as an acknow- 

edgment, ſhe ſaid, of the favour it had 

ſeaſed God to beftow upon her. And now, 
T had, no doubt, continued in this ſtate all 
my life, had it not been for the acquaintance 
on degraded monk, who was every day in 
my — aries ; and who, as I ſoon found, 
by his diſcourſe, was no enemy to the fair 


ſex. He would often be at me to come and 
ſee him, which 1 could not, at laſt, refule; 


and ſo engaged deep enough in his company, 


to draw myſelf into a dangerous affair, In a 


word, it was, in a ſhort time, betwixt him 


and me, juſt as it had been between me age 
32s the 


w' woe boo * w a> 
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the Abbot Borri at Paris. Nay, though ( 
had taken a reſolution never to make uſe of 
the Taliſman again; and though 1 was now 
ſituated in a Country wits ub kind of 
things are very little regarded; yet I found, 
they ſerved my turn as well there as in 
France. But as, by the advice of that vil- 


lain, I was amuſed with the poſſeſſion of the 


ladies of the firſt quality in the city, and 


the husband of one of thoſe ladies had ſcent- 


ed ſomewhat of my de n, I was told, one 
fine morning, that if I did not ſpeedily re- 
move from Beck, 1 ſhould be in danger 


of my life; for that my ruin was conſpired, 


and all the meaſures taken to aſſaſſinate me. 
| then began to make ſome reflections on my 
late folly, and Curſed, a thouſand times o- 
ver the getting acquainted with that de- 
bauched monk. Nevertheleſs, as this mat- 
ter concerned my lite, I conſidered alſo, that 
no time muſt be loſt, I loaded myſelf im- 
mediately with all my moſt valuable effects; 
and, without taking the leaſt notice of whac 
I had hear, told Janine only, that 1 would 
* that evening to Amſterdam, as well to 

uy ſome things which 1 wanted, as to ſpeak 


with a perſon who was. arrived there, for 


fear he ſhould be gone, before l came. This 
ſaid, 1 wrapped myſelf up in mycloak, and 
aſter having turne * all the by ſtreets 
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in my way, went on board a bark, which 
ſet aut the very moment. 
Arriving at Amſterdam thepext morning, 
landed, and went to an Inn, to reſt myſelf 
till change time, becayſe I had not ſle pt a 
wink all night, which 1 ſpent in contriving 
methods to cxtricate myſelf out of theſe new 
troubles. Having, therętore, ſlept for three 
orftour hours, I got up and as ſoon as | was 
dreſs d, went to the exchange, with delign 
to ſtrike an acquaintance with ſome of the 
Italians, and to ſee if it were poffible for me 
to ſettle in that famous city. As I was a 
new lace in that aſſembly, and affected to 
walk with a particular air of gravity, I was 
. taken for ſome eminent mexchant; and im- 
mediately a crowd of ltalians came about 
me; ſome to offer me their ſervice, and o- 
thers out of curioſity, to know who 1 was, 
| got rid of all thoſe gentlemen as nne 
t 


— 
— ＋ 


as I could, except one whom | thought fit 
for my turn, As ſoon as] found myſelf at 
liberty, 1 aſſured him, that being a ſtranger 
at Amſterdam, I uſed the freedom to debe 
him, if it were not too much trouble for 
him to direct me to an inn, where I might 
be well entertain'd. He did it very wil- 
lingly, and conducted me to an Inn, where 
I pray'd him to walk in with me; and ha- 
ying a deſire to diſcourſe with him in pri- 
vate, I grder'd the Inn- xee per to lay + 2 

| table- 


4s - 


* - 
1 
— 4 


* 


= 


) * 

* 
121 
„ 

4 * «4 


* 
_- 4. 
-— 5 2 2 


ws 


 Sigor R O Z E L L IL 2345 


5 table · cloth in ſome back chamber. While 


we were at dinner, I communicated to the 
gentleman my deſign of ſettling in Amſter- 


dam. Nor could | ever have met with a 


man more proper to ſecond me in that affair, 
than my unknown friend. For that very 
day, he help'd me to a houſe, behind the 
Heere Lodgement, as convenient as could 
be for the execution of my proj ect. I took 


it at firſt ſight, and then ſent word to Ja- 


nine, that 1 deſign'd to fix my abode, at 
Amſterdam ;: Wherefore, I ordered her to 


pack up all my goods, and come to me as 
ſoon as ſhe cou d; for that I could not re- 


turn to Utrecht, for reaſons that 1 would de- 


clare to her, as ſoon as ſhe was come. And 
in few weeks after this, after having oper'd 
a coffee-houſe in the famous city of Amſter- 
dam, my beginning was ſa Wen that 
might reaſonably expect the end would be 
anſwerable to my purpoſe. I took abun- 
dance of pains to riggle myſelf into the ac- 
quaintance of meſſieurs R—, C——; 
and B , eminent bankers there, and 
perſons of diſtinguiſh'd merit, and fingular 
probity, and good-manners ; and beſides 
this, they were Italians by birth. I ſucceed- 


ed fo well in my deſign, and infinuated my- 


* 


ſelf ſo far into their favour, that thoſe gen- 


tlemen profeſs'd a great ſriendſhip for me, 


and would oſten tell me, they could not 
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but be ſorry to ſee a perſon of my merit 
forced to ſell coffee ; and therefore, that if 
I would take their advice; I hould make up 
matters with the court. of Rome, and re- 
nounce a profeſſion ſo unworthy my charac- 
ter. They aſſur'd me faither, that if I 
would leave the affair entirely to them, they 
would do their utmoſt to obtain a_ Bull of 
the Pope, to reſtore me to my employs, 
and to make a general amneſty for all that 
had paſs'd. They repeated this to me ſo 
often, and alledg'd ſuch plauſible reaſons, 
that-I begun to yield to their opinion, and 
make ſerious reflections upon what the 
told me. In a word, thoſe gentlemen aid, 
at laſt, ſo far preyail with me, that 1 gave 
'**tm my word, that, provided they obtain'd 
from Rome what they had engag'd to do, | 
would, in every thing, conform myſelf to 
their will and deſire. It is impoſſible to 
expreſs to my readers, the joy and ſatis- 
faction which thoſe gentlemen teſtify'd up- 
on my making that declaration to em: 
Having embrac'd me, they aſſur'd me of 
their protection, and offer'd me their money, 
their protection, and their perſons. They 
were never ſatisfy'd but when 1 was in their 
company, ſometimes at one's houſe, and 
ſometimes at another's. On the other hand, 
I endeavour d to merit their eſteem, by diſ- 
courſing, in my converſation wich them, 
4 | upon 


me : 
| - . 
. £ 2 N 
* 
2 * . * 


—— — 
_—_. —_—— "= . 
Fad * „ . I A * 1 


. G E. of 


n : * 
3 * 


Signor ROZELLI 247 
upon the moſt ſublime ſubjects. Nor were 
they wanting, in writing, on my bebalf, 
as well to Rome, as to other cities of Italy, 
where they had correſpondents, in order to 
to obtain the moſt difficult thing in the 
world. | | 

For my part, I was not altogether idle at 
this juncture ; for tho' 1 did not depend 
much upon the ſucceſs of thoſe gentlemen, 
yet 1 could not but flatter myſelf a little 
with the hopes on't. For this reaſon, 1 be- 
gan to ſet about a piece of work in good 
earneſt, which I had often thought of A 
and that was, a book, entitled, Truth's 
* Looking-glaſs for the Church of Rome”. 
My application to this ſtudy was ſo great, 
that entirely neg'eRed the bufine's of the 
houſe for it, leaving the ſole management 
thereof to Janine; for I was too much ta- 
ken up with the Ideas | had form'd to my- 
ſelf, and which I was revolving, night and 
day, in my brain. I already look'd upon 
the purple as my own, provided my recon- 
nay with he 2 4 Rome took a 

appy turn; and thoſe gentlemen frequent! 
renew'd my hopes, 5 + hs 4 
ters which they receiv'd from Italy. Theſe 
too quicken'd my diligence to make an end 
of my book. 

I think, I may ſay, without Vanity, that 
that work contain'd the moſt demonſtrative 
| argu- 
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that ever appear'd in the world. And J 
hope, all ſuch as have read it, will do me 
juſtice and acknowledge, that nothing can 


be better written. 1 did not put it to the 
reſs, for reaſons which the reader will be 


inform'd of in the remainder of my untor- 


tunate adventures. | 


Some little time after, thoſe gentlemen 


having received freſh letters from Rome,; 
in a much more clear and poſitive ſtyle than 
the former. I judg'd it high time to com- 
municate to Janine the affair that had been 
negociated in my behalf, and the reſolution 
I had taken to accept of it, to the end! 
might know what ſhe would agree to, whe- 
ther to continue in the coffee-houſe, or to 
lead a recluſe life. One day, therefore, | 
took her aſide, and told her, in the firſt 
place, the reaſons that obliged me to recon- 
cile myſelf with the court of Rome. Af 
terwards, ] promis'd, that | never would 
forget her; and, that if ſhe wou'd reſolve 
to embrace the Romiſh religion, 1 would 
get her into a convent ; and perhaps, by 
the intereſt ] hoped to make in Rome, ob- 
tain for her the intire direction of the 
nunnery ſhe ſhould be in. Conſſder, there- 
fore, concluded l, what yon had beſt do, 
and be ſpeedy in your reſolutions; for as 
for me, 1 am already determined, and things 
| | are 
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are ſo far advanced, that l cannot flinch back 
without inc urring e ieee of pzrlot's 
of the greateſt merit, and ex poling myſelf 

to the cenſure of all the worid.—— How, 
anſwered J nige, would you _ſhew yourſe.f 
ſo void of ſenſe, as to truſt again to the ma- 
lice of the prieſts? have you ſo ſoon forgot 
the mortal troubles their craft has often 


drawn you into? and have you no more re- 


gard to what you have already ſuffercd, for 
being too credulous of their fallacious pro- 
miſes? no, my dear, continued ſhe; God 
defend us irom ſuch a ſad misfortune! His 
divine providence has e'er now favour'd, me, 
in ſnatching you out of the paws and weland 
of the lion; and I hope, it will now make 
me an inſtrument, to hinder you from run- 
ning into his mouth again: at leaſt, I'd die 
a thouſand times over, before I'd ſuffer you 
to commit ſuch a lault. Are you ſo b ind 
as not to ſee the- ſnares that are laid tor you, 
by thoſe who would ſacrifice you to their 
merciiels rage? there is not now another 
Chriſtina, nor „to open the door of 
that gloomy dungeon. No; there's, now 
no perſon in the world, but myſelf, that can 
and will concern themſelves for your life! 
Renounce, thercfore your raſh and fatal 
reſolution, - and: acknowledge the favour 
heaven bas been pleas'd to beſtow on you, 
in bringing you into a country of liberty, 
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ons of all your enemies. Spend the reſt of 


leave thoſe entirely to your faithful Janine; 
| while you paſs your time as agreeab y as: 


from the bottom of Janine's heart, made 
ſuch an impreſſion upon my alarm'd ſoul, 


Taft reſolution of the court of Rome was ar- 
ready made, without putting me to the trou- 


ten days after, they receiv'd a letter, in 
which all my demands were granted, and 


nicate to me that important piece of news; 
but were extremely ſurpriz'd, when, in: 
Read of ſhewing my ſelf glad of it, I faid as 


- follows. | 
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where you are ſhelter'd from the perſecuti. 


your life, in eaſe, in your own buſineſs ; 
and as for the cares and fatigue it requires, 


you can, and divert yourſelf with your real 
and fincere friends. | 
Theſe words which T perceiv'd to flow 


that I loſt, at once, all the thoughts in- 
ſpir'd Dy we gentlemen before mention'd : 
and reſfolv'd, maugre all they could ſay to 
me, to follow Janine*s counſel. I could nor, 
however, let em know my mind, till the 


riv'd; for if they had not met with fucceſs 
in their undertaking, my excuſe had been 


ble of telling em how my mind was alter'd. 
But 1 had not ſuch good fortune; for about 


all 1 could wiſh, agreed to. Immediately, 
they came all three to my houſe, to commu- 


I am ſenſible, gent emen, of the honour 
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you have done me, and the pains you have 
taken upon my account: I am perſuaded, 
that you have acted like ſincere, honeſt 
men; and that it was out of pure 2eal or 
religion, that you concern'd yourſelves in 
this grand affair : But I very much douby, 
whether your correſpondents at Rome act 
with the like ſincerity ; becauſe I have juſt 


receiv'd a letter from an intimate friend of 


mine there, adviſing me, if I value my life, 
not only nct to return to Rome, upon any 
account, but even not to come near any ca- 
tholick country, He adds, that it was al- 


ready re ported among ſeveral perſons of 
the firſt rank, that I was ſhortly expected 


there, and that my indiQmei.t was actually 
drawn up. Thereupon, 1 ſhew'd 'em the 
letter, which 1 bad forg'd myſelf, as ſoon 


as 1 un erſtood, that the Pope's Bulls were 


come. Thus you ſee, gentlemen, conti- 
nued I, to what evident dangers 1 ſhould 


expoſe myſelf, if 1 ſhould take your advice; 


and therefore, I defire you'd let me recall 
my word, ſince Lam, by no means, in a 


humour to run ſuch a riſque; and permit 
me to return you my moſt humble thanks 


for your good · will. And 225 think ta 
come off ſo, then? ſays monſieur S, 


in the Name of them all; 2nd to put us by 7 
with an old woman's ſtory? D'ye præ- 


tend thus to ſlight all the ſprings we have 
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ſet to work, and all the expences we have ' 
deen at, to compals this im portant affair? 
No, no, ſignor Rozelli, this is not the way 
to deal wirh perfons of diſtinction, who 
＋ hive been at ſuch trouble upon your ſcore, 
„ Shbew yourſelf a man, and not a woman. 
Every ſtep that we have taken in this affair, 
bhhas been wich your conſent; and if you are 
_ rnootherwiſe hinder'd, than by the appre- 
benſion of loſing your life, banith, for ſhame, 
that panic fear. We three will engage for 
you, and remain as hoſtages to their high. 
mightineſſes, to anfwer, in our own name, 
for any the leaſt Injury that fhall be done 
you. — I perceiv'd by this, that I was takes, 
and had not a word to ſay for mylelt ; ſo 
that I had, doubtleſs, renew'd my promiſe 
6 to thoſe' gentlemen, had not Janine, who 
Ly  liltet*d at the door, hinder'd me, by ꝛuſhing 
into the room, and making a dreadful hur- 
ricane, cal. ing the gentlemen Sediicers, and 
threatening to have them before che magil- 
trates, for endeayouring'to betray me into 
the hands of rhe Pope. I muſt needs ſay, 
it yery much troubled me. ta ſee perſons of 
probity treated in that manner; and the 
more, becauſe 1 was perfuaded of their can- 
dour and ſincerity in the proceeding : But 
it was not in my power to ſer bounds to 
Janine% dreadful paſſion ;, and ſo, meſſieurs 
$S—, B-=, 2d 6, went away 
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WY abuſing me, and threatning they would 
make .me repent the uſage 1 had given 
them. & 
| as ſoon as I foun! myſelf alone with Ja- 
nine, | reprimanded-her for her rudeneſs to- 
| wards thoſe gentlemen, ailedging, that 1 
could have clear'd myſelf genteely enough, 
| without coming. to ſuch extremities ; that 
a however, | forgave her, becauſe 1 was ſen- 
ſible, what ſhe had doiie, proceeded from a 
principle of friendihip to meg; but defired 
her withal. to keep her temper a little bet- 
ter for the future, leſt ſhe ſhould have oc- 
| calion to repent her raſhneſs. But this did 
not, in the leaſt, baulk her. On the con- 
trary, (he perſiſted to tell me, that ſhe would 
uſe every body ſo, that came to ſpeak about 
that affair; repeating again and again, the 
aſſurances ſhe had before given me, that 
ſhe'd rather die a thouſand times, than ſee 
the accompliſhment of ſuch a pernicious de- 
ſign. Thus perceiving, that I muſt no lon- 
er think of returning to Rome, [ entirely 
Faid aſide that deſign, and reſolved Ky "i 
no more about it, bet apply myſelf altoge - 
ther to he bulineſs of my 3 
which promis'd very fair. Lou may ima- 
gine, therefore, how ſurpri zd and grieyd 
1 was, about a fortnight or three weeks af. 
ter, to find, that all my cuſtomers had for- RI 
ſaken me, aad that nobody came to my MF 
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coffee-houſe ; that wherever I went, people 
look'd askew on me; and, that thoſe. who 


: 
= : 
PY” Fa * 
£ 
* = 
o 7 


us'd to be my greateſt companions; pre- 
tend not to know me. It was not very 


— 


hard for me to gueſs from what fide that 


blow came; for I krew very well, that it 
was the effect of thoſe gentlemens menaces 


at taking their leave of me; and that they 


began to ſhew their revenge by ruining my 
credit, and aſperſing me to the inhabitants 
of Amſterdam. But as one misfortune ſel- 
dom comes alone; 1 bad likewiſe the mis- 
fortune to ſee Janine taken very ill, all of a 
ſudden. And within a few days after ſhe 
had been ſeiz'd with a fever, an accident be- 
fel her, which modeſty obliges me to paſs 
by in ſilence. Suffice it, to aſſure my rea- 
ders, that ever fince that unlucky diſgrace, 
ſhe has ceas'd to be a woman, and from 
that time, we have liv'd together like bro · 
ther and ſiſter. Mean while, no fooner 
had the fever left her, but the infirmity ſhe 
was troubled with, not hindering her from 
walking, ſhe continued to mind the buſine's 
of the ue: But as | found, that it grew 


downwards, and daily declined, I took the 
reſolution, by Janine's advice, to let lodg- 
ings; thinking 'twas my intereſt to draw 
foreigners to my houſe, ſince it was forſa- 
ken by the citizens. Having fix'd a bill o- 
> ver mydoor, accordingly, 1 us'd all my skill 
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to lure ſtrangers to my houſe; and for that 
purpoſe, would oſten go to the keys, to ſee 
whether any body landed or not. That not 
anſ e, my expectation, 1employ'd men 
on pur poſe to direct ne comers to my houſe. 
For, as Amſterdam is the place of greateſt 
trade in Holland, if not in Europe, people 
are continually landing there from ſome part 
of the world or other. And thus, I thought 
to retrieve my affairs by means of the fo- 
reigners. And indeed, at firſt, I thoughe 
my deſign would have ſucceeded perfectly 
well. b or, as ſome of thoſe ſtrangers tar- 
ry'd there ſome time, 1 thought, that if! 
ſhould diet them, it would ſecure to me a 
better trade, and a more conliderable and 
certain profit. Wherefore, I and Janine 
agreed to ſet up an ordinary; not ſuch, how- 
ever, as you have at inns, but like thoſe _ 
who keep boarders. The neatneſs with 
which 1 entertained ſuch as took their meals 
at my houſe, ſoon brought a. great trade to ü 
it; inſomuch that l flatter'd myſeif with 
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getting a great deal of money by that buſi- 
neſs, in which l took a particular pleaſure. 
My life ſlid away very agreeably; and! 
fancy'd, that nothing could now interrupt - Jil 
the courſe of my proſperity. Nevertheleſs, ,  J| 
this happineſs was very ſhort - liv'd. Thoſe 
very enemies, who had already render'd me 
ſeyeral back fervices, ſtuck cloſe to me, and = 
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not content with ruining my preſent buſineſs, 
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continu'd their hatred an ainſt me, aud never 


fail'd to do me a miſchief, as often as they 


had opportunity, tho? I bad never directly 
affronted them. However, they thou ht, 


I had dealt very baſely by them, in difap- 
pointihg their hopes of reconci:ing/ me to 


the Romiſh religion, which they had boaſt- 
ed, as very meritorious, among thoſe of 
the ſame commu ion. In a word, their 
great reputation was the rnin of mine; and 
I faw, for the ſecond time, my houſe de- 
ſerted and empty; ſo that 1 could no longer 


doubt, but my enemi:s had conſpir'd my 


ruin; for the Italians ſet no bounds to their 


malice; and epecially, when religion js 


the pretence. Seeing, therefore, that it 
was impoſlible 1 ſhould ſucceed in a city 
where 1 was become an ey e- ſore, 1 reſfoly'd 
to go and live ſomewhere elſe. Of all the 

laces in Holland, I thought the inhabitants 


of the Hague enjoy'd the belt airg as well 


upon account of its excellent climate, as 
becauſe 1 flatter'd myſelf, I ſhould there 
meet with the repoſe | had in vain ſought 


for in all the other places of the world, 
wherever | had been. Accordingly, 1 form!d. 
the deſign of - ſettling there; but before 
Tent my effects away, | diſpatch'd Jane 


get intelligence; and to hire a houſe, 
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Was confeniently ſituated for my buſineſssñ 
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fon except Janine herſelt. | 
As 1 had nothing at all to do, while this 
matter was in agitation, and Janine hurry'd 
from Amſterdam to the Hague, and back 
again from the Hague ©&' Amſterdam, I 
took a tun in the city. It happend, 
one day, as | was thus walking, that I went 
thro? a ſtreet which was full of thoſedelight- 
ful places, call'd muſick houſes, and which, 
as | was atterwards given to underſtand, was 
the rendezvous for all che proſtitutes in the 
city. 1 was croſſing that fine ſtreet, when 
a very pretty Woman met me, and tipp'd 
me the wink to come to her. I had the cu- 
riolity to go to her; and as ſhe ſpoke French 


very well, was ealily perſuaded to enter, 
with her, the houſe at whoſe door ſhe was 


ſtanding. I found it was one of thoſe places 
of * * call'd a e As it 
was almoſt aight, I heard, in a very little 
time, a conſort of organs, violins, and baſe- 
viols, in the hall where my miſtreſs con- 
ducted me, which was fo illuminared, that 
far from thinking I was in a place of liberty, 
I began to fancy myſelf at Rome again, in 
one of the catholick churches. Among 
ibundance of damſe's, who were preſent in 
that illuſtrious rendeZvous, I found none ſo 


Charming as her had introduc'd me. 
55 6 She Was, indeed, - 


of wit, and very en- 
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' but this, without ſpeaking of it to any per- 
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Pagin Ho bor lip She bre me a 
rie ry of her genealogy, alluring me, 
that ſhe was deſcend - G 


ed of one of the anci- 
enteſt families of Bruſſels. She told me the 
misfortune which reduced her to the neceſ- 
fity of leading the life ſhe did; adding, that 
it was ſore againſt her will, that ſhe had 
pitch'd upon a courſe of life ſo contrary and 
derogatory to her birth. In a word, I 
fourd that courtezan ſo agreeable, that 1 
promis'd to come and ſee her again the next 
day. I muſt ſhew you, then, ſaid ſhe, 
where I live; which is hard- by; but as for 
this place, I am only here by chance. 
Thereupon, I paid for what we had call'd 
in, and went, with her, to ſee where ſhe 
lodg'd. Nor was far, from the place where 
F met her. Being come to the door, ſhe 

reſs'd me to goin, tor one moment, which 
T unfortunately agreed to. I found the 
rooms very handſomely furniſh'd, and, there- 
fore made no ſcruple to attend her to her 
chamber, where there was a good fire. As 
ſoon as 1 had enter'd the room, ſhe defir'd 
me to ſit down, and ordered the maid to 
bring upa bottle of Champagne. Far from 
ſuppoſing myſelf in the leaſt danger, I was 


man's company, when, all of a ſudden, I 
heard, in the next chamber to chat which 
we were in, a kind of confus'd noiſe c' 
; mer: 


44 


* 


8 ® <a 4 


= * 
2 4 
1 * 2 
1 11 FE 1 
* : 4 1 k * 
8 1 k — * 
_ 8 L — \ 
2 ” F PP. 5 £ 4 PS * 
o E. TAPS | N OE - ag 


as eaſy as poſſible in that treacherous wo- 
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mei and womens voices together. Aski 

what could be the matter? my new miſtre 
reply'd, shat it wa only two gentlewomen 
that lodg'd with her; and that as for the 
men, ſhe ſuppos d they were ſome friends 
come to ſce them. But alas! how far was 
this from Truth! and what a dreadful dan- 


neyer made a narrower eſcape in my life, 


than thence ; for, ſoon after 1 had ask 

that She-devil, what men they were, five 
or {ix cut throats, diſguis'd in ſeamen's ha- 
bits, enter'd the chamber; and one of em 
coming up to me, ask'd me, in French, but 
ina vary ſurly tone, What l did there? I 


anſwer'd him, trembling, that 1 came thi- 
ther, only becauſe that gentlewoman had 


invited me to walk in ; and turning myſelf 


towards her, to deſire her to witneſs what! 


ſaid to be true, ſhe had given me the flip, 


was betray'd, and that it now only remain'd 
for me, to recommend myſelf to Ged, and 


beſeech hit 


air of inſolence, This is not a place for thee 
to ſay thy prayers in; thou 


chat he mighs have kept thee away ; 


* _—_ 


Fi ROZELLL 2 


= 
*. N 
.— 


* N 


and was gone, This cony nced 'me, that 1 


to deliver me out of the hands 
of theſe ruffians. And as, in my extreme - | 

contuſion, I cry'd_ out aloud, O my Gd! 
the fellow that ſpoke French ſaid, with an 


ſhould'ſt have 
done that before thou had'ſt come * "i 
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Il” That we have thee here, we ſhall make ther 
pay ſufficient import, before thoy art ex- 
ported. With that, all the villains fell 
upon me, ſome taking me by the hands, 
| others, by my, feet, and began to ſtrip 
.me of all the cloaths on my back; after 


commit that horrid deed, who ſhould burſt 
into the room, but the fair Chriſtina, who 
bad deſerted ſome months before; who calt- 
ing the ruffians aſide, whiſper'd ſomewhat 
d chem, upon which they all quitted the 
= room, and left her with me. 

Tho? I had ſtill a great fear upon me in 
that dangerous houſe, yet Ithought, Ifhould 
come to no harm, as long as Chriſtina , 
with me: Wherefore, plycking up a goo 
i heart, one again, the clouds of fear went off 
by degrees; and the ſooner, becauſe my 
| quondam miſtreſs aſſur'd me, that for the fu- 
ture J might be very ſafe; for . there 
= wouldnow hurt a hair of my head. No ſoom 
er, therefore, had I entirely recover'd myſelf, 
but I brake ſilence, and, addreſſnz myſelf to 
my tutelar angel. Ils it you, fud1, my 


dear. Chriſtina, that I find in this place, ſo up- 


1 porthy your preſence? may I believe 
3 > Is ! an Hluſios, or à real truth? = 
No; 
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which, they each pull out a long knife, 
wherewith they deſign'd to murder me; b # 

how great was. God's goodneſs to me a mi- 
ſerable ſinner! Juſt as they were going to 
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No; tis no-illufion, reply'd that charming 
woman; and but too true, to my ſorrow! 
and to let you kuow, continu'd ſhe; ſighing. 
what has befallen me, that has not yet come 
to your knowledge, I muſt inform you, that 
about a fortnight after you had taken a houſe |} 
for me in the city. a German lord found an | 
nity to become acquainted with me; 
to declare to me the violent paſhon-he 
lad entertain'd in my behalf; affuring meg | 
that if 1 would anſwer it, he would, at once, 
make my fortune, and render me happy as 
long as I liv'd. He told me, that he was 
in only fon; had a conſiderable eſtate; and 
was entirely at his own diſpoſal. 1, too cre- 
dulous, behey'd all that he was plea&'d to ſay 
to me; and the rather, becauſe 1 ſaw, that 
he made a great figure, He kept his Valet- 
d-Chambre, and two footmen; and had al- 
ready made me ſeveral valuable preſents. 
Thus, upon the affurances he gave me, that 
| ſhould be his wife, 1 reſign'd myſelf up to 
his will and deſires; and forgetting how 
much 1 was beholden to yon, and the gtati · 
tude that was, conſequently, due from me to | 
you, 1 proy'd a traitor to your affection, a- 
bandon'd my ſelfentirelyto him, and, indeed, 
decame deſperately in love with him. Hav- | 
Ing the tenderneſs for him that 1 had, I made | 
do difficulty of going with him to Hamburg, 
Which be aid was the place of bis birth; = 4] 
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that night, at a country houſe, belonging to 


nothing of my ſpouſe, what dreadful appre- 
| henfions . — my mind! the blackeſt 
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chither he pretended to carry me. The day 


of our departure was fix d; I pack'd up all my 
goods, and ſet out from Utrecht, one after 
noon, In a coach with four horſes. We lay 


a iriend of my new ſpouſe's, about three 
leagues from Amſterdam. The next day, 
we arri ved here before noon, My maid Nan 
was ftill with me, being to attend me to Ham- 
burgh. We were oblig'd to ſtay ſome time, 
at Amſterdam, by reaſon monſieur Baude 
(for that was my lord's name) had ſent home 
lor ſome. money, to lay out here. Mean 
time, I led the moſt agreeable life that could 
be, with that young gentleman, his love and 
affection for me was fach, as I can'e poſlibly 
expreſs to you; but in ſhort, he us'd me like 
a queen, and could taſte nopleaſure but what I _ 
he enjoy'd in my company. Thus had we f. 
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been eleven days at Amſterdam, when, in 


the evening my ſpouſe fail'dof coming home I , 
at his uſual hour, which threw me into the , 
moſt dreadful fright. My alarms increas'd 1 
proportionably as the night advanced; and! 
was the more uneaſy, becauſe he had left all I ( 
his valets at home, whom ! ſent to enquire at ch 
all che — which he frequented. But their 
perquiſitions were in vain. When! found 
that che night was far ſpent, and] could hear 
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deſpair and melancholy took poſſeſſion of my 
ſoul! for I could no longer doubt, but ſome 
fad accident had befallen him. Thus! paſs'd 
the reſt of the night in the moſt cruel anguiſh 
of mind! As ſoon as twas day, 1 gave freſh 
orders to my footmen to go and look for their 
maſter, in all parts of the city; while 1 re- 
main'd at home in continual alarms, for fear 
of receiying, every moment, ſome bad news 
of my dear ſpouſe! and indeed; about two 
hours after the yalets had been gone out, grow- 
ing very fleepy, (for | had not ſhut my eyes 
together all night) 1 ſat myſelf down in an 
eaſy chair, to take a little reſt, and juſt as 1 


began to forget my forrow, a confus'd kind of 


noiſe, which happen'd in the ſtreet rowz'd 
me. Thereupon 1 flew to the window, and 
found a vaſt number of people got together, 
and in the midſt of them one of your coaches 
drawn upon a ſledge. l was very attentive on 
watching what would be the end of it, when 
| heard Fimebody behind me cry out, (whoſe 
voice I knew to be the valet-de-chambre's) 
Oh! madam! my maſter is murdered ! and 
they have brought him home in his gore! 
judge you now, faid the fair Chriſtina, in 
what . a deplorable condition that piece of 
news put me! and into how deep deſpair it 
plunged me! I threw myſelf down ſtairs ata 
jump, and puſhing chro* the crowd, with m 

hair about my ears, flung myſelf upon the 
* g wy 4 body 
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recover myſelf, they would not ſuffer me to 


2 


body of my deceas'd ſpouſe _ , ß 
ing to fetch him to life, and ue im f 8 4 


to me, by dint of cries and tears. All che 


endeavours of the men of the houſe to pull 
me away from him, prov'd fruitleſs; and 
thereupon, the crowd gather'd more and 
more: But, at laſt, being quite ſpent with 
forrow and weakneſs, I fell into a ſedan up- 
on the body of that unfortunate gentleman; 
and as it was not then difficult to take me a- 
way, they did ſo, and carry'd me to bed; 
where I lay three hours, without giving tho 
leaſt ſymptoms of life, notwichſtanding all 
they could do to bring me and my ſenſes to- 
gether again. However, as I did, at laſt, 


o near the murder'd gentleman, but ren- 
gerd me all the ſervice and conſolation they 
could. But of all the reſt, the valet de cham- 
bre beſtirr'd himſelf moſt, in aſſiſting to 
bring me to myſelſ. To this end, he aſſur'd 
me, that tho' the loſs 1 had ſuſtain'd was 
very ſenſible and conſiderable, 1 ought, ne- 
vertheleſs, to conſider, that it was irretriev- 
able ; and, conſequently, ſhould endeavour 
to forget it, and take care not to ruin my 
health, by an exceſs of afflition : And the 
better to encourage me ſo to do, he thus 
went on; You know, madam, that we 
expect, every day, the letters of exchange, 
which monſieur Baude had ſent for ; you 
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you, ſo that he has left you nothing. And 
chus you ſee, that you muſt of neceſſity, at 


reſent, entertain other thoughts than thoſe 


of the death of our maſter, and contrive 
means to get in ſome money, If madam, 
you would take my ully advice in this affair, 
date flatter myſelf it would not be altoge- 
ther unprofitab e. I muſt confeſs, (then 
ſaid the unfortunate milk- woman, breakin 

the thread of her diſcourſe) that tho? I was. 
extremely afflicted, yet that man's wards 


made ſome impreſſion upon my mind, and 


forced me to couſider, that the deceaſed had 
not left me very rich, but that on the contr.« 
ry, my affairs were in very indifferent ſitu- 
ation. What would you haye me do, then ? 
anſwer'd I, with a languiſhing air. D6? re. 
ply'd the valet de chambre; why you muſt 
make uſe, of a ſtratagem which 1 have in- 
vented ; for otherwiſe, 1 don't fee how you 
will come at the value of a braſs farthing. 1 
can counterfeit my maſter's hand, continu'd 
he, ſo exactly, that nobody can diſtioguiſh 
his from mine; thus, I mult make a deed of 
gift, whereby it will appear, that the de- 
ceaſed oliged himſelf in his life-time, in caſe 
God ſhould be pleas'd to call him to himſelf, 


before he had marry'd you, to leave you four 
No 12 LI chouſand - 
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muſt conſider too, that he has been unfortu 


nately murder'd, without being able to con- 
vince = of the Intent he had to provide for 
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| having an eye to his oun private intereſts; 
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thouſand crowns, and all the effects he had 
with him. I can do this with the better con- 
ſcirnce, added he, becauſe he told me ſeve- 
ral times, before he died, that he deſign'd fo 


do do, and to marry you too, as ſoon as ever 
vou were arriv'd at his houſe. The remit. 
kances he expected, amount to five thouſand 
- crowns. Now, you muſt be provided with 
the writing, which l am about to draw up, 
to the end you may make no more ado, but 


ſeize upon your ſum. After this, you mult 
make a very genteel burying for the deceaſ- 
ed. Thus, continu'd Chriſtina, 1 follow'd, 
in every thing, the valet de chambre's advice; 


and ove him the neceſſary orders to manage 


the funeral juſt as he pleas'd. Two days af. 
ter, bills for the five thouſand crowns arriy- 
ing,” IL went immediately to receive 'em; 
and they paid me without the leaſt ſcruple, 
or putting me to the trouble of producing 


the counterfeit deed. The obſequies were 
ſolemnized with great ſtate and magnificence; 


nd thus, after 1 had defray*d that expence, 
Ihad money enough left, without computing 
what 1 had before, which amounted to about 
five'thouſand two hundred florins, and to the 
value of above three thouſand in jewels and 
other effects. Mean while, the valet de 
chambre gave me to underſtand, that if he 
had done me any ſervice, it was not without 
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for, one day, he took his opportunity, when 
my maid was not at home, and | was alone 
in my chamber, to beſpeak me in the fol; 


low: 2 manrer. 
If, madam, the ſmall ſervices I have been 


able to render you, merit any acknowledg- 
ment, be not ſurpriſed, if l make bold to de- 
mand that, which will, no doubt, ſeem very; 
ſenſible to you. Yes, madam, I aſpire to 


the happineſ, of marrying you. You may 


be affronted at what I ſay, becauſe you had ; 
before much higher vicws, as being defign'd;. 
for my maſter, had not heaven ſnatch'd him 


from you by an untimely death ; but, madam, 
let not that trouble you! I can affirm to you, 
without vanity, that my birth is not a whit 
inferior to his; and tho? you ſee me in this 


equipage, you may aſſure yourſelf, I took it 
upon me for no other reaſon, but that 1 had 
a great deſire to ſee the world, without being = 


obliged to your ſo much money, as mo 
entlemen 


trouble of reflecting a little upon the famili- 
arity there was between me and my maſter, 
you will no longer doubt, but l am deſcend- 
ed of a good family. Tis true, 1 cannot 
boaſt of being ſo plentifully provided with 
the goods of fortune, as he was; but I thank 
God, I ha ve enough to maintain me gentee- 


I, 
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o, on that occaſion. And in- 
eed, madam, if you'll give yourſelf the 
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In a word, madam, you may perhaps 
akea more advantageous choice, than if 

you take me; and perhaps not. But (ſaid 

Chriſtina, once more interrupting the ſeries 
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of her H ſtory) as you ſeem uneaſy, I'll de- 


tain you no longer, but tell you, in few 


words, the ſucceſs of our unfortunate adven- 


* 


ture. —— That villain (then continu'd ſhe) 


was ſo powerful and engaging in his expreſ- 
ſions of tenderneſs and affettion for me, and 
ſo often repeated his aſſurances of living with 
me till death ſhould part us; that, at laſt, 1 
was quite hoodwink'd with the {peciouſneſs 
ot his fallacious promiſes, and conſented to 
marry him. | 

© Accordingly, the very day after the barns 
had b. en thrice publiſh'd, our marriage was 
conſummated; and 1 was not a litt e pleas'd. 
with my choice, till one day, that cheat 
having deſired me to take a walk with ſome 


- Young gentlewomen of his acquaintance, in 


order to divert ourſelves at a country houſe, 
not far off; why truly, when 1 came back 


again, my ſpouſe was run away, like a rogue, 


and hadcarry'd off all that I had in the world. 
voi may ealily imagine, (faid Chriſtina) 
how ſenſibly that blow affected me! 1 had 
like to have fallen under the burden of my 


- . and had certainly given myſelf up to 


eſpair, and laid violent hands on myſelf, 


had not life been ſomewhat ſweeter to a 
than 


Signor ROZELLI 269 
than to part with it at that rate. And thus, 
my dear Rozelli, (concluded Chriſtina) have 
I given Fbu the reaſors that obliged me to 
take to the courſe of life I now lead. lu the 
firſt place, *cis a juſt puniſhment of the in- 
'nitice 1 was guilty of, in abandoning you, 


ad ſo baſely betraying your love: And 
nus heaven has brought us together in this 


place, that you might be a witneſs of the 
deſerved chaſtiſement I feel upon that ſcore. 
In the ſecond place, what plung'd me into 
this diſorder, and force] me to be thus 
naughty, was, that when that villain had 
robb'd me, 1 knew not what to do, unleſs 
took to this way of life. For the reſt, God 
knows how gladly I would leave it, could I 
but get an opportunity to live without it. 
Well! then ſaid 1, dear Chriſtina, if your 
ſentiments are ſuch as you profeſs them to 
be, I give you my word, I'll do what Ican 
to aſſiſt you in ſo good a deſign, and furnifh 
you with means ſufficient to maintain you 
very genteely. Only tell me, where 1 may 
ſpeak with you tomorrow, and at what 
time; but | aſſure you before-hand, that, as 
for this place, I am now reſolved never to 


come to it again; and, therefore, you 


mult think of ſome other rendezvous, where 
we will take the neceſſary meaſures to rid 
you of your troubles. Thereupon, ſhe na- 
med an eating-houſe, which I pretended to 
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know very well; and having made a thou- 
ſand proteſtations of friendſhip to her, { 
put my hand in my pocket, and pull'd out 
five ducats, which I gave her, and there, 
dear Chriſtina, ſaid I to her, 1 leave you 


that as a pledge of my ſincere intentions to 


meet you to-morrgy. I would give you 
more, but that I have no more about me. 
Then 1 told her, that I would ſtay longer 
with her, but that I was obliged to go home, 


by reaſon it grew late; and fo bilding her 


goodnight, away I went. 

When, by God's aſſiſtance, I was got 
ſafe out of that houſe, (which was a harbour 
for cut-throats) and come into the ſtreet, 
finding myſelf benighted, my imagination 
began to trouble me again, and I fancy'd I 
could not be ſafe, ſo long as 1 was near that 
deteſtable part of the city. But as good 
luck would have it, I met, about a hundred 
yards from the door, one of the honeſt fel- 
lows that cry'd the hours of the night, who, 
as it happen'd, could ſpeak a little French. 

1 defir'd him to go home with me; and be- 
cauſe he ſhould not find out who I was, 


went all the by-ways 1 knew; and knock'd at 


my back-door. Then, having given the 
poor watchman ſomewhat to drink, I re- 
tir'd to my chamber, very well ſatisfy'd, 
that | had eſcap'd ſo great a danger. But 
far from going, the next day, to:the place 
N 35 appointed 
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appointed, the very thoughts of what had 
paſs'd made me tremble; and during all 


the time that I afterwards liy'd at Amſter- 


dam, 1 never had the curioſity to viſit that 
part of the city again. And this 1s all the 
account 1 can give you of my milk-woman, 
who till thought, that I liv'd at Utrecht. 

The very next day, Janine returned from 
the Hague, with the agreeable news, that 
ſhe had taken a houle in the beſt part of the 
village, extremely well ſituated for our bu- 
ſineſs; upon which 1 ſhook off the grievous 
melancholy that had conſumed me the night 
before. However, 1 was forced to tar. 
ry two months longer at Amſterdam, as 


well to wait the expiration of my leaſe there, 


as to get poſſeſſion of my houſe at the 
Hague. | | 

During that interval of time, heaven took 
pity on me, and ſeeing | had always an 
empty coffee-room, eſtabliſhed my proſpe- 
rity, in a very extraordinary manner. In 
a word, the {miles of providence upon that 
occaſion laid a ſolid foundation for my for- 


tune, which has wonderfully mended upon't 


ever ſince. The affair was this: A certain 


prieſt, that came from the Indies, landing 
at Amſterdam, took lodgings in my Houſe. 


He had not been there long, before he gave 
me to underſtand, that he took abundance 
of pleaſure in my converſation; and this 

Tao : induced 
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induced me to give him a relation of my 
principal adventures, and the reaſons that 
engaged me to quit the monaſtical habit. 
Thus finding, that he was a very good man, 
and a great zealot for his religion, 1 at- 
tack'd him on his blind fide, by aſſuring 


him, that notwithſtanding a ] che indigni- - 
ties and affronts for which J was indebted 


to the miniſters of the church of Rome; 
yet 1 ſtill preſerved my reſpect and aflection 


for that holy religion, inviolable; and ſtill 


continued in the profeſſion thereof. This 
won me the old gentleman's heart; who, 


taking me for as great a bigot as himſelf, 


reſolved to conceal nothing from me, but to 
makethe confident of a certain merchandize, 


which he did not well underſtand himſelt. 


In, a word, he ſhewed me a box full of 
gold duſt, That ſight made me fimper 
upon the good prieſt ; and having asked for 


a few ounces of it, which he readily gave 


me, | immediately went up to my cloſer, 
put 'em in a crucible, and carried em to a 


goldſmith's, deſiring him to melt that mat- 


ter for me, under pretence that 1 was going 
to try an experiment. As ſoon as it was 


- melted, | poured it myſe'ft into an Ingot- 
mould; and, when *twas cold, defired the 


goldſmith to give me his opinion of the me- 
tal. He took it, and hammer'd it, and 
try'd it upon his touch-ſtone ; and then, 

ſmiling 
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ſmiling in my face, told me, that 


wish 
he knew how to make fuch an experiment. 
F affur'd him, that that could not be; hut 
that if he would promiſe t to be diſcreet, 
I'd come often to his houſe, to melt down 
ſome of the ſame matte,, out of which he 
ſhoul.i have his profit. There upon, he en- 
gaged moſt religiouſly to Keep the ſecret.. 
paid him well tor bis trouble; and went 
out of his houſe, in order to return home. q 
By the way, I computed with my fe, abd 
found, that, according to the quatitity;:of 
duſt which the clergyman had given me he 
had ſtill remaining in his box, to the value 
of above twelve thouſand florine. And as ! 
I knew very well, that that good man was 1 
very ignorant in the matter, Iform'd the de- 1 
| | 
| 


\ 


ſign of taking advantage of his ignorance, 
and cheating him. 

The better to ſucceed therein, I reſolvec 
to ſhew him alittle of my skill in the art of 4 
deceiving, by perſuading him, that 2 1 
made a moſt exact tryal what gold that duſt 
would produce, | found, that it was ſcarce | 
worth the experiment; eſpecialiy conſider- : 
ing, that I had carry'd it a great wayof, I 
executed this matter, juſt as | bad contriv'd c- 
it; and immediately upon my return home, 
told the prieſt, all ch.t I had devis'd by the 
Way. 2 
1333 I alarm'd his quarters, by 
M m beſpeaking 


FAM T6e. LIVE of OE 
beſpeaking him (with pretended demonſtra- 
tions of friendſhip) in the manner following: 
My dear friend, | have, this moment, 
heard a piece of news, which very much 
troub es me, becauſe of the moſt ſincere 
and particular eſteem, which, you know, I 
have for you. I hat is; that war is juft de- 
clar'd between Holland and France; and! 
am nota little concern'd for you, not know- 
ing how you will get out of this country. 
W hat adds to my fear is, is the conſiderati- 
on of the hazard you run, if you ſtay here 
any longer; ſo that tis time lor you to think 
of retiring. 3 
For the reſt, you may rely upon me, and 

be perfuaded, that 1 will do you what fer- 
vice lam able, in this and all other concerns. 
Bnt now, as you have given me to under- 
ſtand, that you are not well provided with 
money, Vil een venture to give you three 
hundred ducatoons upon your gold duſt: 1 
am very ſenſible, that 1 run a great hazard; 
and that 1 ſhall never be able to make my 
money of it again: But this | offer purely 
to render you a piece of ſervice, without any 
regard to my private intereſt, Hereupon, 
he would let me go no farther, but inter- 
rupting me, cry'd out, for God's ſake, dear 
' Rozelli, Only help me to get ont of this 
country, as ſoon as poſſible; and, as for the 
gold duſt, you may give me what you por 
| 35 *:3: fa 
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for it; 1 ſhall think myſelf very happy, if 
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I can but reach Antwerp; and, for the reſt, 


I know, you are an honeſt man, and let me 
go Where J will, will ſend me word, it you 
ſhould happen to make more of the duſt. 
Ay, certainly, anſwer'd I to the prieſt ; you 
need only let me know where you ſtop, and 
ifl get more by that commodity, than I give 

for it, you ſhall ſurely have it. This ſaid, 
I ſpurr'd him on to pack up his goods as ſoon | 
as he could; paid him the ſum agreed upon; 
and help'd him to a man that I could truſt, 
to conduct him to the frontiers, After- 
wards, I accompany'd him myſelf to the 
Rotterdam bark, where having embraced 
him, and aſſur'd him of my inviolable 
friendſhip, I took my leave, and return'd 
home. 

The on!y thing that now remain'd to re- 
ſtore a perfect tranquility to my mind, was 
the return of the guide, with the news of 
his having ſeen the prieſt as far as the fron. 
tiers. Nor did that uneaſineſs long perplex 
me. For while 1 was at dinner, the ſixth 
day after their ſetting out, who ſhould come 
in but che honeſt guide, who affur'd me he 
had ſeen the prieſt beyond Roſendael, 
where he had hired a peaſant's waggon to 
carry him to Antwerp. Ab! thinks I]; is 
he thereabouts? why then I can no longer 
doubt but the box is mine; and my joy for - 
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that conqueſt Was inexpreſſible The next 
day, therefore | took two pounds of my 
gold duſt, put it into a great crucible, and 
carry'd it to the goldſmith's to be melted. 
had the precaution to mix another dru 
with it, the better to puzzle the goldſmith, 
and keep him ignorant. He had no ſooner 
melted it, and poured it into the ingot- 
mould but he was {truck dumb, and no lon- 
er doubted, but I was one of k;:rmes's baſ- 
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tards, and had the art of making gold. All 


my endeavours to beat that notion out of 
his head, prov'd fruitleſs; I could, by no 
means, undeceive him; but the more I de- 
ny'd his conjecture, the more he believ'd it 
to be true. Leaving him, therefore in his 
errour, and having, as before. paid him 
very well for his trouble, | went directly 
from his bouſe.to the Exchange, in order to 
find out a Jew to buy my gold. This was 
no hard task for me to pertorm ; becauſe the 
commodity I dealt in, was of too good an 
allay. In ſhort, Iagrecd with one of thoſe 


| Urgelites, who promis'd to buy my gold at 


the rate of fur:y florins an ounce, and of- 


fer'd to take as much as I ſhould bring him. 


The Bargain thus ftruck, I provided myſelf, 
the next day, with a greater quantity of 
my duit, and went, as uſual, to the gold- 


ſmitb's. He bad no ſooner melted it, but 
ſceing fix pound of gold in a Jump, be 


threw 
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tre himſelf upon his knees before me, and 
begg'd of me to have ſome regard for hi 

in couſideration of his numerous 1 
made him riſe, and told him, that I would 
do what I could for him, which accor ingly 
I did. Mean while, the goldſmith Was 
highly offended with me, and reſolved to 
play me a trick, which, however, would 
no: do. On the contrary, he thereby loft 
what he might afterwards have gain'd by 
me; and to incurr'd the fate which general- 
ly atte ds Ingratitude. | 
Mean while, as the time for my leaving 
Amſterdam, and coming to the Hague, 
drew on apace, I got all my -gold-duft 
melted, (which yielded me 12,900 Florins) 
and having pack'd up all my effects, and 


ſent them board a veſſel, 1 ſer out from 


that famous city, leaving the 8 
who had been my perſecutors, ſufficiently 
ſorry that ever they were fo. However, it 
was not long, before they diſcover'd which 
way 1 came by my gold. 

And this, dear reader, is the laſt of my 
aJveatures, which I thought ſo well worth 
thy curiolity, asto make public; and, there- 
fore, with it I ſhall conclude this hiſtory, 

Such, has been the courſe of my life, 


from my birth, even to this day. And - 


] 2 proteſt, that throughout the 
account I have given thee of it, I h. ve nei- 


ther 4 
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= impos'd falſhood nor diſguiſe upon 
tnee. 05 

| To conclude, if thoſe who read theſe 
memoirs, ſhall take warning by my mis- 
fortune, that's the only end I promiſe to 
myſelf in committing them to the preſs. 
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OLIVER CROMWELL, 
Lord. Protector of the Commonweakh of 


 ENGLAN D, & 


| | 0 ae | 
A Man of a very Mg die Ind uncommon 
Character, who made the greateſt Figure 
during our late Troubles in Exglana, 
Scotland and Trelana, and whoſe Li!e was 
filled wich a Variety of great Actions 
both in War and Policy; who, from a 
private omen of = b ap 
wr. <_ Forte; ( ſomething like the famous 
} A Kaul Kan, * preſent Perſian 
1 Monarch) raiſed himſelf to the high- 
eſt pitch of Power and Grandeur. 
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